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Not so long ago, when | was 15 and in high school in Lima, Peru, General Velasco, with his military,
overthrew the democratically elected government of President Belaunde.
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It was a political coup, but it was much more. It signified an economic shift towards socialism and the transfer
of power from elites to the common people.
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Here is an English translation of part of General Velasco's most memorable speech:
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Today, we gather to reclaim what is ours, not out of vengeance, but in the spirit of justice.
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From this day forward, the mines of Cerro de Pasco and their resources will serve the Peruvian people.
Our minerals will no longer be exported only to return as poverty.
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We have decided, with resolve and sovereignty, that Peru will no longer be a beggar sitting on a bench
of gold.
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At the core of this revolution is Cerro de Pasco, Peru’s largest mining company. It has been operating since
the 16" century and is now owned by an American firm.
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It produces gold, silver, and zinc in the Andes mountains, over 4000 metres high, and at the time employed
nearly 20000 workers.
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Uncle Bill, a family friend, is a mining engineer working for Cerro de Pasco.
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He stays with us every weekend because there isn't much to do in his mining town at 4300 m.
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Then, Uncle Bill told us that the new government had confiscated Cerro de Pasco from the Americans.
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However, the government transferred the company's co-op farm to the employees.
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Cerro de Pasco operated a co-op farm that raised domestic animals and grew food to supply employees and
their families.
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With 20,000 workers, it was indeed a very large cooperative.
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Uncle Bill said that during the coop handover, the workers organised a big, week-long celebration.
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By the end of the week, all the cattle, chickens, hogs, and chinchillas were gone... And there was no more
coop; the fields, barns, and warehouses were empty.

S — EEERNS - FrARYA ~ X8~ BRIBZBEZH T ... aFHEAESFE > Bt - S eESEZT -

The coop story upset me deeply. An inner voice asked, “Which is better?”
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1. The traditional corporate approach? Is it for sustainability and long-term interests? Or,
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2. The employees’ approach? Let’s have a good time.
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The answer seems to depend on the timespan criterion. If the timespan is just a week, sure! Let’s party. If it's
30-50 years, then it requires alternative methods.
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Immediately, a softer whisper but a louder echo arose: “Okay Joe, now, what model are you going to adapt
for your life?”
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At 15, | had no answer.
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| wonder if life is more than just what | can see. Is there a life after this one? And if so, what is it like? So |
can figure out how to live this life best.
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Is there an eternal life like the ones described in many mythologies and fairy tales? Where could | find it?
The fountain of youth, a potion, or a peach in the heavenly imperial court in Chinese folklore.
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Then | considered that eternal life might be connected to the existence of God. Is there a God? How can |
find Him?
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These two questions haunted me during my final year of high school and my first year at university.
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The best place to find the answer is naturally the church where people worship God.
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During that period, nearly all visible churches in Lima were Catholic.
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There was a large cathedral a block from my home. | attended Sunday mass every week until | left Lima for
university.
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However, the mass was of no help to me because it was all in Latin, not in Spanish.
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As a result, | could not understand the meaning of the songs and words, and | missed the significance of the
entire liturgy.
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(A year later, the Vatican changed all masses to be conducted in the local languages, but not during my time
in Peru.)
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| attended Purdue University in Indiana, USA, in 1969 to study engineering.
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The questions about eternal life and God troubled me even more.
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On Sundays, | systematically planned and visited all the churches within walking distance of the university
campus.
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Brothers and sisters, it was a miracle that | attended so many different churches for nearly three full years,
yet | did not find any clue about how to find God or eternal life!
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The most revealing experience | found was the Catholic Wednesday praise and worship at noon.
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There, they sang about God and His mercy and compassion, while the other churches focused more on well-
known model Christians like C.S. Lewis, Dag Hammarskjéld, Jirgen Moltmann...
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Despite setbacks, | continued attending because my spiritual drive compelled me.
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One Friday, my class finished late, so | missed my dinner in my dorm. | stopped by the student union
cafeteria, ordered a hamburger, and sat down to eat. It was so good that | went ahead and ordered a second
one!
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When | returned to the table, another student was eating his dinner - James Clinton, a Ph.D. candidate in

chemical engineering.
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Not long into the conversation, James asked me, “Joe, do you know God?”
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| lamented that “I looked for him everywhere for a long time but could not!”
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Then he said, “Do you know Jesus? He is the way to know God.”
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Hallelujah! At last, | received an answer!
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Next Wednesday at noon, we'll meet at the same spot to discuss who Jesus is and why he is the way to

know God. James also gave me a small pamphlet, the Gospel of John.
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Over the following three months, we met every Wednesday to talk about Jesus in the Gospel of John.
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After nine months, | realized:
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1. Jesus is God and was sent by God the Father to His creation to give them eternal life (17:1-2).
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2. Jesus explicitly defined eternal life and showed how to attain it (17:3):
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And this is the way to gain eternal life — to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you
sent to earth.
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3. He is the only fully qualified witness to God.
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(1) He is God the Son and has existed with God the Father from eternity to eternity.
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Only He has seen and been with the Father, and only He understands the Father’s love for His
creation and for the Son, so He can testify about God’s character, His purpose, His plan, and His love
for us.
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For example, if | am headed to Davao, | want someone who lives there and can advise me on the best
way to climb Mount Apo, see crocodiles, and pick a good durian.
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(2) Jesus, as God the Son and as a human, knew both heaven and earth.
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He conveys God's truth, warns against falsehoods, expresses the Father's love in human terms, and
invites us to divine fellowship through the gift of eternal life.
ML s ERFAVEER » R AR - HNREER Ry T URA N - HHEE KN RIGEERA T
A5 EwpFE -

(3) He is both the priest and the sacrifice to redeem us, so that we can be reconciled with God and with
each other.
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(4) He brings us God’s words and the Spirit, empowering us to live out eternal life.
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4. He claimed to be God himself to his Jewish audiences and Pontius Pilate.
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His Jewish audience testified to his claim and tried to stone him twice for such a mockery. His claim
before Pontius Pilate led to his crucifixion.
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(These testimonies of Jesus' deity were crucial when | was invited to study God and eternal life with

another group, which claimed Jesus is our Saviour, but he was created by God and not God himself. That
is another story.)
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| concluded that Jesus is the way to know God and to obtain eternal life.
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Today is the third Sunday of Advent and marks the midpoint of the season, shifting the focus from penitence
to rejoicing for the imminent coming of Christ.
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Have you noticed that the colour of the Advent candles changed today? From purple to pink.
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The pink candle reminds us of the joy the world felt with Jesus' birth and the joy of anticipation for Christmas.
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At Christmas, as | celebrate my hope, peace, and joy in Jesus, it is also fitting to speak of God’s hope,
peace, and joy in me.
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Could we add another perspective to our Advent?
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1. Throughout Christmas, we are welcomed into the same love that Jesus shares with His Father.
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Yet, Jesus also invites the Father to share in the love that Jesus shares with us - the church as His body
and His bride.
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2. Christmas fulfills Jesus’s desire to bring the Father into that relationship with us through Him, to fulfil His
joy and His love for us as one unity, just as He and the Father do.
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In the Gospel of John, we observe the true nature of the temple. The temple is Jesus’s body (the church),
where God longs to dwell with his people without barriers.
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Heaven calls, and earth is to respond... now on earth, God finds a body that reflects his grace and truth.
RAFMEME > HY BN ... SER - FHISEEE EME S EHSMK -
The late pastor Tim Keller reminds us, “Grace without truth is not grace, truth without grace is not truth.”
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Christmas marks the beginning of the fulfillment of the Triune God’s desire and joy to dwell with His people
and children, united in love and oneness, just as the love shared between the Father and the Son.
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Jesus brought back the lost sons and daughters to the Father. Just as families from afar gather during
Christmas or Thanksgiving.
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For the Chinese, perhaps it is the Lunar New Year when the whole family comes together.
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During these gatherings, the joy of the parents surpasses that of the children.
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When we, as children of God, come to worship Him through Christ by the Spirit, it brings joy to the Father.
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Jesus fulfilled our joy through Christmas.
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Will we fulfill his joy through faith in grace and truth, living in unity and helping all humanity attain eternal life?
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This way, everyone who comes to Trinity Baptist will hear the Good News of Jesus and learn how to have



eternal life.

Wtt—3k > NREI=—ZEHA=MIA - BRI EIHSRET -8 S5 3 A5 7K A -

Advent reminds us of our hope, peace, and joy in our Saviour and Lord Jesus.
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Advent also reveals God's hope, peace, and joy in us, His people and adopted children.
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Our hope, peace, and joy reflect God's love, and the two mirror each other.
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- Christmas symbolizes God's hope in redeeming His people.
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- Easter is God's peace resulting from the propitiation through the death and shed blood of Jesus, and now
God and His people are fully reconciled. Christ's resurrection confirmed God’s complete plan of salvation
and His kingdom.
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- Parousia, or the final coming of Christ, will fulfill God's joy and our own.
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As | read the Bible, it puzzles me that the New Testament already accepts the union and oneness of all God’s
sons and daughters as a reality.
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| must admit | can’t see that. | also question whether Jesus’s desire is realistic.
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Can Christians be united and love one another unselfishly while loving God more than anything? Can they
truly be selflessly loving each other and love God above all?
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| don't think so. By nature, | prefer the Tree of Knowledge over the Tree of Life. My will, not yours, not God’s.
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But then, what | think doesn't matter. What Jesus thinks does, Jesus said.
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“‘Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with God everything is possible.” (Matthew 19:26).
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Could it be that this truth is a grace from God and the work of the Holy Spirit? Therefore, as Christians, we in
Jesus have no excuse but to strive for this unity in the Spirit.
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Back in 1970, discovering Jesus as my saviour and Lord brought me immense joy. However, the joy | have
experienced over the past 50 years, as I've learned more about Him through His words, is much deeper and
broader.
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He is more than just the Redeemer and Friend; He is the King of kings. We are His people, the priesthood,
and co-rulers in His Kingdom of God.
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God's joy is fulfilled in the new heaven and earth, at the wedding of His Son and His bride—the New
Jerusalem; then God will dwell face to face with His sons and daughters.
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May the Spirit Jesus sent teach and guide us to live in Christ with grace and truth.
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Fully strive for the unity that Jesus commands his beloved believers and followers to pursue through his
words.
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And let the words of Jesus bring his joy into our lives.
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Let’s also be honest, Jesus’s words can sometimes be difficult to comprehend, especially in John’s writings.
For example, Jesus’s oneness with the Father, and Jesus’s oneness with us, and then the two onenesses
become another unity...
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A picture is worth a thousand words. — &[5 -

May | end our gathering with a picture that reflects Jesus's joy in us and His gift of eternal life? Psalm 133:
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How good and pleasant it is EI - o8 i AIEEE
When God’s people live together in unity! R o A |
It is like precious oil poured on the head, %ﬁtETmi%E
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running down on Aaron’s beard, JREER -

down on the collar of his robe. SOREMATHE 5

It is as if the dew of Hermon SFEEE T HE

were falling on Mount Zion. EAEEZEL



For there the Lord bestows his blessing, RAEALE »
even life forevermore. Amen. AR FIiEd EIES,
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This Psalm speaks of God's blessing on our union with fellow believers, in oneness with our Lord Jesus
Christ.
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It states that Christian unity is beautiful and glorious, both to God and for humanity's praise.
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The unity of the church with Christ as its head and believers as His body is a divine blessing.
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The divine blessing first rests on the head of the chief priest (Christ), then flows from his head to the body
(us).
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Mount Hermon rises 2000 metres above Jerusalem (Mount Zion); its dew falls from 200 km away,
symbolizing divine blessing from above that brings new life to the inhabitants of the New Jerusalem or
Christ’s Bride.

RIS HE RS UL (5522 29 2000 >k - ERYHEEM 200 AEZAMNE T » RAEALMKTTRE MRV iE >
W RS2 ER (BCEVERTRTE ) Hkor i -

In this union between the Chief Priest and God’s people, the Lord commands, even eternal and everlasting
life.
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May | invite you to close your eyes and envision God’s blessings and eternal life descending upon us all in
this sanctuary as | read Psalm 133 again?
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