FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looshcen

3rd Sunday of Advent

THIRD SUNDAY Sunday, December 15, 2024
Lend 9:30 a.m.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
WELCOME
INTRODUCTION

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert
shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming
signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we
rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflec-
tion and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s
advent among us.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” ELW 257v.1,2,3
1. O come, O come Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God
appears. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to
you O Israel.

2. O come, O Wisdom, from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: in strength and beauty come and stay;
teach us your will and guide our way. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you O Israel.

3. 0 come, O come, O Lord of might. As to your tribes on Sinai’s height in ancient times once gave the in could,
and majesty, and awe. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you O Israel.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,
we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. We reach for
swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient while wait-
ing and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our
neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may
abound in the hope you have promised.

Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. = You are freed and forgiven, saved
by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” ELW 242 vs.1,2,4
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 REJOICE, REJOICE

Music: Marty Haugen 98 98 87 89

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, trans-
formed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
ANTHEM “Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter” Julianne Davis
Accompanied by Karlie Carter
READINGS

Isaiah 35:1-10

The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. God’s coming reign
will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is
coming to save.

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2 it shall blos-
som abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel
and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands and make
firm the feeble knees. * Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will
come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” > Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; ¢ then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand
shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass
shall become reeds and rushes. ¢ A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall
not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. ® No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 1°
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God

James 5:7-10
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than discontent.

"Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop
from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient.
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. * Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one an-
other, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 1° As an example of suffering and pa-
tience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God



CHILDREN’S TIME Deacon Korra Looschen
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew thel1® chapter beginning at the 2rdverse.
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Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 11:2-11

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he
wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled
already through healing and restoration.

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are
you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” ¢ Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you
hear and see: ® the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. ¢ And blessed is anyone who takes no offense
at me.” 7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilder-
ness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes?
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. * What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell
you, and more than a prophet. 1° This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead
of you, who will prepare your way before you.” ' “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen
greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pastor Garrett Struessel

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suf-
fered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of Grace

Here our prayer
PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY HYMN “Some Children See Him” by Alfred Burt Julianne Davis

Accompanied by Karlie Carter

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.

Amen
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

SHARING OF COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation shared
in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, includes the promise of
forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:
“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation,
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the
promise of the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come
forward for communion. We invite everyone to receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy
Communion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome”. In our serving communion trays, wine is darker red
on the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve only gluten-free bread prepared in a
kitchen excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat-gluten sensitivities. Come, taste and see,
that the Lord is good.

LAMB OF GOD Page 112
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COMMUNION HYMNS

“Christ Be Our light” ELW 715
“Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” ELW 244
“Lost in the Night” ELW 243
Christ, Be Our Light ELW 715
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CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT
Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 9 89 6.and refrain

Music: Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications



Rejoice, Rejoice Believers ELW 244
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Music: Swedish folk tune 7676D




Lost in the Night ELW 243
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

God our host,

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the
stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN “He Came Down” ELW 253

SENDING

Go in peace. Keep awake

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

WELCOME to Worship! Preacher/Presider Rev. Garrett Struessel

WELCOME to worship! We are so glad you are here!

Worship Assistant  Deacon Korra Looschen
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can sit anywhere in the

sanctuary, including the chapel near the front.

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir Room for children under 5. Council Hosts Al Manley
Follow the signs. .
) Bill Campbell
LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.
ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one-half block Ushers HOHY Keenan
north of the church on Terry Street.
RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading Tim Klng
to the Big Room. There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the
elevator, and in the Big Room. Reader Char Lemkee
We love seeing you in worship! Communion
Assistants
Organist Jeffrey Hartmann

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. Text for
the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2021. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress
license #SBL14236.
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He Came Down ELW 253
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;
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Text: Cameroon traditional HE CAME DOWN
Music: Cameroon traditional, arr. John L. Bell, b. 1949 LM

Arr. © 1986 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.
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