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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. (*stand if able)

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

P: We gather, still waiting, but now joy rises among us.

C: Lord, even when things are hard, Your joy finds us.

P: When worries grow heavy, let joy break through and strengthen us.
C: Lift every burden, O God. Help gladness grow in our hearts.

P: You have brought joy out of sorrow before. Do it again in us.

C: Help us celebrate Your goodness today. Help us share true joy
wherever we go.

P: Jesus, You are our joy.

C: Make us joyful—shining with Your joy for all to see. Amen.

“Light One Candle” vs. 1-3
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Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom-ise.
He shall feed the flocklike a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.

Lift your heads and lift highthe gate-way for the King of glo - rv.
He is com-ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

B

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 TIF IN VELDELE
Music: Yiddish folk tune 10796



*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

C: Merciful God, always with us, always coming, we confess that we do
not know how to prepare for your Advent. We have forgotten how to
hope in miracles; we have ignored the promise of your kingdom; we get
distracted by all the busyness of this season. Forgive us, God.

Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds, the intelligent courage of
the magi, and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph, that we may
journey with them to Bethlehem and find the good news of a child born
for us. Now, in the quiet of our hearts, we ask you to make us ready for
his coming. Amen.

P: Hear the good news! God is never too busy for our confession. God
forgives our sins and restores our souls. We go forth in wonder, courage and
grace. Amen.

OFFERING

*OFFERING PRAYER

P: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice
and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.

C: Amen.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM A Christmas Road Trip

“Jingle Bells” Dashing through the snow
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells In a one horse open sleigh
Jingle all the way Over the hills we go
Oh what fun it is to ride in a Laughing all the way
One horse open sleigh Bells on Bobtails ring

Making spirits bright
Jingle bells, Jingle Bells What fun it is to ride and sing
Jingle all the way A sleighing song tonight

Oh what fun it is to ride in a one
Horse open sleigh

Scene One - Away We Go!



Luke 1:26-38

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came
to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear
a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” 3¢ Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since [ am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 3¢ And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is
the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

“Angels We Have Heard on High”
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing -ing o’er the plains,
2  Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro - long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re - ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be which in - spire your heav'n - ly song?
come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
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Matthew 1:18-25

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph,
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the
virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name
him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 2¢ When Joseph awoke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as
his wife 25but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to
a son, and he named him Jesus.

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

0 4
=i | Y]
® e  ——— o
. o @
1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em - brac -ing  all things
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa - tan’s
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Is - ra - el, thatmourns in lone - ly ex - ile here
far and nigh: in strengthand beau - ty come and stay;
Si - nai’s height in  an - cient times you gave the law
tyr - an - ny; from depths of hell your peo - ple save,
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un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
teach us your will and guide our way. Re-joice! Re-joice!
in cloud,and maj - es - ty, and awe.
and give them vic -try o’er the grave.
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.



Scene Two - Watching the Scenery

Luke 2:1-7

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be
registered. *Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. ¢ While they were there, the
time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn

son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place in the guest room.

“AL{())ay in a Manger”
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I A-way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing; the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
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3 Be near me,Lord Je-sus; I ask you to stay close by me for-
IQ b — i { o .- ' | i

Je - sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry-ing he makes. I love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, | pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.

down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten-der care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.
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Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905



Luke 2:8-20

8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 4 “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child, 8and
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, !9and Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just
as it had been told them.



“Go Tell It on the Mountain”

Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ry - where;
n I
] — — — ] |
J —— .
go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the -earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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there shone a ho - ly light.
that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

heav-ens
cho-rus
- va-tion

be - hold, through-out the
rang out the an - gel
and God sent wus sal

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

Scene Three — Are you sure we know the way?
Matthew 2:1-11

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have
come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him, 4and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by
the prophet: ¢ ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd my people Israel.”” 7Then Herod secretly called for the magi and
learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he



sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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1 O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!

2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath - ered all a - bove

3 Howsi - lent-ly, how si - lent-ly the won - drous gift is giv’'n!
4 O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to hu - manhearts the bless -ings of his heav’n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in  thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er-last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais - es sing to God the king,and peace to all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en-ters in.
oh, come to us, a- bide with us, our Lord Im-man-u - el!

Scene Four - Plan? What Plan?



Matthew 2:12-23

12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road. 13 Now after they had left, an angel of the
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took
the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt !5Sand remained there
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 16 When
Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the
magi. 7 Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was
fulfilled: 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they
are no more.” 19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s
life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and
went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being
warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made
his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through
the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”



“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
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I O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit -1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni-te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade

*BLESSING



*SENDING HYMN “Joy to the World”
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior  reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - 'ty heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest  the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and heav'n and mna - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Jjoy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: [saac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace, Christ is with us.
C: Thanks be to God.



