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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.      (*stand if able) 

 

PRELUDE                                                     

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
P: We gather, still waiting, but now joy rises among us.  
C: Lord, even when things are hard, Your joy finds us.  
P: When worries grow heavy, let joy break through and strengthen us.  

C: Lift every burden, O God. Help gladness grow in our hearts.  
P: You have brought joy out of sorrow before. Do it again in us.  
C: Help us celebrate Your goodness today. Help us share true joy 

wherever we go.  
P: Jesus, You are our joy.  

C: Make us joyful—shining with Your joy for all to see. Amen. 

 
“Light One Candle”                 vs. 1-3 

 



*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
C: Merciful God, always with us, always coming, we confess that we do 

not know how to prepare for your Advent. We have forgotten how to 
hope in miracles; we have ignored the promise of your kingdom; we get 

distracted by all the busyness of this season. Forgive us, God.  
Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds, the intelligent courage of 

the magi, and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph, that we may 
journey with them to Bethlehem and find the good news of a child born 

for us. Now, in the quiet of our hearts, we ask you to make us ready for 
his coming. Amen. 

 
P: Hear the good news! God is never too busy for our confession. God 

forgives our sins and restores our souls. We go forth in wonder, courage and 
grace. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the 

desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice 
and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. 

C: Amen. 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM A Christmas Road Trip 

 
“Jingle Bells” 
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells 

Jingle all the way 
Oh what fun it is to ride in a 

One horse open sleigh 
 
Jingle bells, Jingle Bells 

Jingle all the way 
Oh what fun it is to ride in a one 

Horse open sleigh 

Dashing through the snow 
In a one horse open sleigh 

Over the hills we go 
Laughing all the way 

Bells on Bobtails ring 
Making spirits bright 
What fun it is to ride and sing 

A sleighing song tonight 

 

Scene One – Away We Go! 
 



Luke 1:26-38 
 

  26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came 
to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she 

was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the 

Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, 

your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is 
the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 
let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 
“Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 



Matthew 1:18-25 
 

  18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, 

she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, 
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 

planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him 

Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the 

virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name 
him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke 

from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as 
his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to 

a son, and he named him Jesus. 

 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 



Scene Two – Watching the Scenery 
 

Luke 2:1-7 
 

  1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the 

time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place in the guest room. 

 

“Away in a Manger” 

 

 
 

 



Luke 2:8-20 
 

  8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be 

a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15 When the 

angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they 

saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child, 18 and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just 

as it had been told them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Go Tell It on the Mountain” 

 

 
 

Scene Three – Are you sure we know the way? 
 

Matthew 2:1-11 

 
  1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has 

been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have 
come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 

and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 

born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by 
the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to 
shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and 

learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he 



sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child 

with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh. 

 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 
 

Scene Four – Plan? What Plan? 
 

 



Matthew 2:12-23 
 

12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 13 Now after they had left, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and 
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 

about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took 
the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 15 and remained there 

until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 16 When 

Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he 
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 

years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the 
magi. 17 Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was 

fulfilled: 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they 

are no more.” 19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared 
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his 

mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s 
life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and 

went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being 

warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made 
his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through 

the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 
 

*BLESSING 
 

 
 



*SENDING HYMN “Joy to the World” 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace, Christ is with us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 


