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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer 

Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   •   DECEMBER 14, 2025 

Reverent Reflection 

Prelude  

Welcome 

Church Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness 
P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ✛ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C. Amen. 

P. O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us. 
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C. Amen. 

P. Most merciful God,   

C. we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

P. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all 
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the ✛ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn:   People Look East   (#248) 

Apostolic Greeting 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 

Kyrie     p. 147 
P. In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
P. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 



P. For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
P. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C. Amen. 

Canticle     p. 149  
P. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
C. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray: 
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by 
grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Word 
First Reading:   Isaiah 35:1-10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2 it shall 
blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of 
Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 
3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in 
the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
7 the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall 
become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for 
God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there. 
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Candle  
We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath, that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we 
light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s coming in glory. Enlighten us 
with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in need. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming 
is certain and whose day draws near.  Amen.  



Advent Hymn:  Light One Candle   (#240)   Verse 3 

Psalm 146:5-10 
Response:  “The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down. ” 
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever; 
7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord sets the captive free. 
8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves  
the righteous.    R 
9 The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
10 The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!    R 

Second Reading:   James 5:7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the 
earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. 
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Beloved, do not grumble against one another, 
so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and 
patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation   p. 151 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-11 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are 
you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 
hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness 
to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? 
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Children’s Sermon 

Anthem



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to magnify your love and peace 
in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran World Federation and ELCA Global Mission.  

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and depleted. Make gardens 
flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and water so living things may breathe, drink, and 
praise you.  

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all who are unjustly 
imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples in conflict (regions in turmoil may be named). 
Help us pray for our enemies.  

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of worry, illness, or loss 
(especially). Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk 
themselves to keep others safe.  

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we gather with family and 
friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is not happy. Console the grieving and surround 
them with loving support.  

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for peace throughout the world: in our nation, Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Sudan, and all war-torn areas. 
We pray for our military and their families. 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints, that your mercy endures  
for all generations. Look with favor on those who have died and lead us to joyfully sing of your  
everlasting promises.  

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the 
prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace  

Offering



Great Thanksgiving     p. 152  
P.  The Lord be with you.  
C.   And also with you.  
P.  Lift up your hearts.  
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface     p. 153 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.      p. 153 

Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Communion     p. 154 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace. 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Communion Hymns:   The First Noel   (#300) 
O Little Town Of Bethlehem   (#279) 
Let Us Break Bread Together   (#471)) 

Prayer after Communion 

Blessing 

Sending Hymn:   Christ Be Our Light   (#715) 

Dismissal 

Postlude

ALTAR FLOWERS DEDICATION FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD 
Remembering all our tiniest angels joining our Christmas celebrations in our hearts. 

Dedicated by Cathy Torbik.



ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION 
Altar Flowers are available for dedication for $30. Please fill out the envelope located in the pew rack at least one week 
before you wish to dedicate the flowers. The card may be placed in the offering plate or left in the office.  Please be 
sure to note the date on the white board in the Narthex. Please see Pat Reed to make payment.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday                                                                      9:30 am    Sunday Morning Worship Service    
                                                                                  10:30 am    Band Rehearsal 
                                                                                  10:45 am    Sunday School/CIA 
                                                                                  11:15 am    Youth Chime/Vocal Choir 
                                                                                  11:30 am    Bell Choir (every other Sunday) 
Wednesday                                                              7:00 pm    Band Rehearsal 
Thursday                                                                  7:00 pm    Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Ongoing                                                                                        Shelf Stable Milk Collection 
                                                                                                         Diaper Collection for Pantry, Holy Communion, Berlin 
                                                                                                           Happy Feet Socks for Homeless Donations thru Dec 

Friday, December 19th                                         6:00 pm    Christmas Cookie Baking in the Ed. Building 
Sunday, December 21st           Following Coffee Hour    Christmas Caroling 
Monday, December 22nd                                   7:00 pm    Blue Christmas Service in the Sanctuary 
Wednesday, December 24th                              3:00 pm    Jesus, Jammies, & Joy: Children’s Christmas Eve 
Wednesday, December 24th       7:30 pm & 10:00 pm    Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Tuesday, January 6th                                           7:00 pm    Bible Study in the Parish House 
Saturday, January 10th                                      11:30 am    Community Luncheon in the  Ed. Building 
Monday, January 12th                                          7:00 pm    Council Meeting in the Parish House 
Sunday, January 18th                                             2:00 pm    Ministerium Workshop: Faith250  
                                                                                                           Sacred Bonds, Shared Hopes in the Ed. Building 
Wednesday, January 21st                                    7:00 pm    Grief Gathering in the Parish House Tea Room 
Sunday, January 25th                 After Worship Service    St. John’s Church Annual Congregational Meeting 

Please note:  All activities, dates and times are subject to change.

WORSHIP BULLETIN DEDICATION 
The cost ($23) of the Weekly Worship Bulletin to fully cover the cost of paper and printing is donated by 

Henry and Marie Fickenscher in memory of their loved  ones. 
This Worship Bulletin is printed on paper that is made with renewable resources  

from third-party certified, sustainably managed forests. 
Please place any Worship Bulletins to be discarded in the  recycle bin in the narthex.

PRAYER LIST 
Please keep the following in your prayers for healing: 

Please notify the office if you want to add or remove a person from this list. 

Jen Bailey 
Krystal Booras 
Michael Botti 
Brian Byrnes 
Randy Cantoral 
Janet Cappuccio 
Sandra DeRitis 
Barbara Doelling 
Helen Dominic 
Frank Donovan 
Marie Lentine Douglas 

Tracey Drew 
Karen Campbell-Erickson 
Indie Fisher 
Rhea Fryor 
Bob Garner 
Angela Guedes 
Stan Harmer 
Valerie Hoffmann 
Ed Kagen 
Tracey Kelly 
Carl Knopp 

Eunice Knopp 
Naveen Kumar 
Donna Leek 
Rebecca Livingston 
Tim McCarthy 
Joanne McVelli 
Melanie Miles 
Kent Montford 
Sue Murphy 
Bill Murray 
Renate Murray 

Erica Polito 
Samantha Reed 
Kimberly Rickert 
Ashley Rosser 
Dorcas Schellhas 
Finn Schureman 
Frank Siderio III 
Eric Sprengel 
Bill Steel 
Bill Todt 
George Vaneman, Sr. 

George Van Wagner 
Beverly Warming 
Mary Weltzin 
Mary White 
Helen Yezusko 
Bob Zielsdorf



Cookie Baking and Candy Making  
for Distribution to St. John’s  

Homebound Members 
Friday, December 19th at 6:00 pm in the Ed Building 

All Are Welcome!

Christmas Caroling and Christmas Goodie 
Distribution to St. John’s Homebound Members 

Sunday,  December 21st after Coffee Hour  
All Are Welcome!

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 
7:30 pm & 10:00 pm

Blue Christmas Worship Service 
Wednesday, December 17th at 7 pm 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
MONDAY, DECEMBER  22, 2025 • 7 PM

JESUS, JAMMIES & JOY:  
Children’s Christmas Eve 

Wednesday, December 24th at 3:00 pm

All donated items need to be 
                CLEAN & UNUSED 

Collection will take place in the  
Narthex through the month of December SOCK DRIVE FOR THE HOMELESS
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