Service of Holy Communion
Third Sunday of Advent

December 14, 2025 at 10:00am

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!

We hope you feel at home.



Acknowledgement and Thanksgiving for the Land
Opening Hymn: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” Blue 101

Welcome Please remain standing

Celebrant: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
All: Who made heaven and earth.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath riease be seated  Reader: David Finch

Reader: Praise to you, O God,

People: who holds our joy and sorrow. You bring water to
parched ground and life out of death.

Reader: Bless us as this light grows, and send sorrow and sightings
to flee away. Give us strength and patience, trusting that
you are true to your promises. Transform the lies of all who
suffer with your wonders near at hand. Amen

Kyrie Eleison

All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

The Collect of the Day

God of power and mercy,

You call us once again

To celebrate the coming of Your Son.

Remove those things which hinder love of you,

that when He comes,

He may find us waiting in awe and wonder

for Him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and fore ever.

Amen



Proclamation of the Word

The First Reading
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and
blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy
and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of
Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lorp, the majesty of our
God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to
those who are of a fearful heart, '‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and
save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the
deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and
streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty
ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the
grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall
be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray.
No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they
shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the
ransomed of the Lorp shall return, and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

(Isaiah 35:1-10)

Reader: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146:4-9 read responsively*

The Second Reading
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits
for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the
early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts,
for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one
another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the
doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets
who spoke in the name of the Lord.

(James 5:7-10)



Gospel Proclamation Please stand if you are comfortable doing so

Gradual: “Prepare the Way” Blue 107

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to
wait for another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear
and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news
brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.” As
they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: *‘What did
you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What
then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see?
A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about
whom it is written, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who
will prepare your way before you.” Truly I tell you, among those born of
women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

(Matthew 11:2-11)

Celebrant: The Gospel of Christ.
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gradual: “Prepare the Way” Blue 107

Sermon: The Rev. Michelle Jones



The Apostles Creed Green 189

Prayers of the People

Leader: God of grace,
All: hear our prayer.

The Peace

Offertory Hymn: “When the King Shall Come Again” Blue 109

The Celebration of the Eucharist

Prayer over the Gifts

God of hope,

renew in us the joy of your salvation
and make us a living sacrifice to you,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Eucharistic Prayer # 1 Green 196

After the Sanctus you have the option to remain standing, sit,
or kneel as is your preference.

The Lord's Prayer Green 211

Breaking of the Bread #5 Green 212

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy
on us. (Repeat) Lamb of God, you take the sin of the world,
grant us
your peace.

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.



The Communion of the People

Communion Hymns
“Jesus, the Joy of Loving Hearts” Blue 70
“"Here, Lord, We Take the Broken Road” Blue 65

Prayer after Communion Please stand if you are comfortable doing so
Merciful God,

may this eucharist free us from our sins,

fill us with unending joy,

and prepare us for the birthday of our Saviour.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,

who is Lord now and for ever.

Amen

The Doxology Green 214
The Blessing

Announcements

Closing Hymn “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” Blue 114
Dismissal

Leader: Go in peace. Christ is coming soon!
People: Emmanuel is with us. Thanks be to God.



Announcements:

The Little Food Cupboard This month the following items are required for
the families in our community: shelf stable milks (almond milk, oat milk,
coconut milk), juice boxes, jams, peanut butter, crackers, snacks, cake
mixes, canned meats, and pasta sauce. Thanking you in advance for your
generosity.

Vestry Reports Just a reminder that Vestry is soon approaching. Please
submit your completed report to Grace at your earliest convenience.
Having the reports completed ahead of time makes such a difference in
preparing the full report. Thank you!



Incumbent: The Rev. Michelle Jones

Rector’s Warden: Cosette Pathak
People’s Warden: Monica Frank
Deputy Warden: David Reed

Office Administrator: Grace Giusti - Garcea

6025 Old Church Road
Caledon East, ON L7C 1H8
905-584-9635

stjamescaledoneast@toronto.anglican.ca
www.stjamescaledoneast.ca



