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*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

P: On Sundays and Mondays, 

C: on good days and bad days, 

P: early in the morning and very late at night, 

C: To here in this room, and out in the world, 

God, we long for you to break in. 

P: Meet us in this space. 

C: Surprise us with your presence. 

P: God says, 

C: “You are precious and honored in my sight.” 

P: Fill this room with your good news. 

C: With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen! 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Friends, if you long to feel closer to God, then the Prayer of 

Confession is a step in the right direction. For in the Prayer of 

Confession, we lay our hearts before God. We pour out the truth of 

our lives. We do not hide anything from our Creator, and in that 

simple act, God somehow always feels closer. 

So join me in this prayer. Join me as we invite God to draw 

closer, to break in here. 

C: Ever-present God, we long to feel you close. We long to feel your 

presence in our lives. We long for you to break through the chaos 

and suffering of this world. However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand 

still long enough to feel you in our midst. Forgive our rushing and 

distractions. Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in this 

space. Remind us that even in the time of Herod, even on the 

longest nights, you are always there. Amen 

 

P: Family of faith, even when we doubt God’s presence, even when 

we fail to notice God’s fingerprints in this world. God is always 

moving closer to us. Hear and believe the good news this Advent 

season:  

C: Nothing can keep God’s love away. We are seen. We are forgiven. 

We are not alone. Amen. 

 

*CANDLE LINGHTING 

 

P: In a world full of fear, where do you see hope?  

 

C: We see hope when we look to the next generation. We feel hopeful 

when we gather together. We know hope, deep in our bones, when 

we dream of a better world. 

P: Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us. Today we light the 

candle of hope as a reminder of this good news. May this flicker of 

light help us remember that we have reason to hope. 

 

Light candle 

 

C: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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* GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also, with you.  

 

P: With-us God, in the time of Moses, you spoke through water in the desert 

and a pillar of smoke. In the time of the judges, you spoke through the 

prophets. In the time of Herod, you spoke through angel choruses and 

unlikely miracles. In every time you have been speaking. So today, in our 

time, we ask that you would speak again. Break through the chatter and 

the distraction of our weary minds and speak to us once more. With hope 

we pray, 

C: Amen. 

JOYOUS LIGHT OF HEAVENLY GLORY  
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ANTHEM 
 

WORD 

FIRST READING: LAMENTATIONS 3:55-57 

I called on your name, O Lord, from the depths of the pit; you heard my plea, 

“Do not close your ear to my cry for help, but give me relief!” You came near 

when I called on you;  you said, “Do not fear!” 

A: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

*GRADUAL HYMN   
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*GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter beginning with the 5th 

 verse. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 

belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the 

daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous 

before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and 

regulations of the Lord. But they had no children because Elizabeth was barren, 

and both were getting on in years. 

Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty, he 

was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the 

sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, 

the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to 

him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When 

Zechariah saw him, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel 

said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your 

wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON 
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*APOSTLES CREED 

P:  Let us now confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead; on the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A:  Inbreaking God, every time we read the story of Zechariah in the temple, we 

remember that you are a God that draws near. You are a God that breaks into 

the messy middle of our lives to offer hope, love, and good news. You are a 

God who sees our fears and offers words of comfort.  

So once more, present God, we bow our heads. Once more we quiet the 

racing thoughts in our minds. Once more we allow our spirits to lean toward you 

like trees in the wind. And as we do, we bring you our prayers. 

 

God, today we are grateful for the many amazing things in this world that leave us 

speechless. 

  Thank you for the beauty of nature as we welcome a new season. 

Thank you for the contagious joy of children. 

Thank you for homemade meals and the kindness of strangers. 

Thank you for music that buoys our spirits, and scripture that points to your 

presence. 

 

It can be hard to put into words how grateful we truly are. 

 

However, in addition to prayers of gratitude, gracious God, we also bring you prayers 

of grief. 

We know that Zechariah and Elizabeth were no strangers to grief or 

longing. 

We know that for years they prayed for a child that never came. 

So this morning we also pray for those, who like them, have longed for 

children and found grief instead. 

God, we lift up the members of this community who have walked similar 

journeys of infertility. 

We pray for those who lie in hospital beds, desperate for good news. 
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We pray for those who cannot put food on the table and wonder how 

they’ll keep the lights on. 

We pray for children that feel overlooked, and for adults that feel 

heartbreakingly alone. 

 

God, the hurt and longing in this world is enough to leave us speechless. 

So just as you did for Zechariah, speak to us. 

Remind us that we are not alone and that our prayers have been heard. 
 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are 

always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C: Amen. 

PEACE 

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also, with you.    

P:  Let us share God’s peace with each other now. 

 

MEAL 
 

OFFERING AND SETTING THE TABLE 

 

*OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.  

C: Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these 

gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us 

with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen. 

 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

*THE PROPER PREFACE 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the 

Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 

comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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Words of Institution 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

And as you do, and as we wait, we will join our voices together to pray the 

prayer your son taught us to pray, saying. . . 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: There is no need for fear here, for this is a joyful feast. And you are invited. 

Come. All are welcome. 

COMMUNION MUSIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
 

*PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

P: And now may this, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you 

in his grace forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

A: Loving God, In a world racked with fear, you gather us together. You set the 

table. You meet us here. You nourish our bodies as you nourish our spirits. You 

remind us that this is a joyful feast, and that fear cannot win every time. So with 

renewed courage, with renewed hope, with renewed conviction, send us out 

into the world. Help us to feed others as you have fed us. With gratitude we 

pray, 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING 

*BLESSING 

P: In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit. May you reach for each other’s 

hands. May you choose courage whenever you can. And in all things, may you 

remember that good news is louder than fear. In the name of the one who calls, 

the one who sends, and the one who journeys with— go in peace and be not 

afraid. 

C: Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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