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*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

P: Here in worship—, 

C: we pray together, 

P: we stand together, 

C: we sing together, 

P: we listen together. 

C: Here in worship— we are not alone. 

P: So when life gives you reason to grieve, to fear, or to worry, 

remember this moment. 

C: We are not alone. 

P: Let us worship our with-us God. 
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*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Friends, every day we are given choices— the choice to be a 

friend, to be an ally, to extend a welcoming hand. Some days we 

choose wisely, but from time to time, we inevitably get it wrong. 

 

That is one of the many reasons we need the Prayer of Confession. 

In this moment of prayer, we are able to practice the art of 

forgiveness. So, join me in this transformative moment. Join me in 

God’s receiving grace. Let us pray. 

 

C: Ever-present God, when our neighbor was afraid, did we stay by 

your side? Did we offer our hands, or did we leave them alone? 

When the stranger was afraid, did we choose solidarity? Did we see 

their fear? Or did we only see ours? 

 

P: Friends, none of us are perfect. We all make mistakes. Fortunately, 

God offers grace, and I do too. So take a deep breath, and let’s 

start again.  

 

C: Thank you. Your mercy is a gift. We accept your grace, O God, and 

would love to start again. May it be so, with God’s help. Alleluia, 

Amen. 

 

*CANDLE LINGHTING 

 

P: In a world full of fear, where do you see love?  

 

C: We see love all around us. We see love when people hold open the 

door. We see love in a warm embrace, a homemade casserole, a 

phone call after a long day. We see love in random acts of kindness 

and intentional acts of empathy. We see love all around us. 

P: You are right. Even in a fearful world, love is all around us. Today we 

light the candle of love as a reminder of this good news. May this 

flicker of light help us remember that even in a fearful world, love is 

here. Love is world-changing. Love is shining bright. We only have to 

look for it. 

 

Light candle 

 

C: Thanks be to God for a love like that! Amen. 
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*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 

 
* GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also, with you.  

 

P: Immanuel, we turned off alarm clocks. We poured cups of coffee. We 

slipped shoes onto our feet and combed back fly-away hairs. We traveled 

to this room and settled into this space, all in hopes of drawing closer to 

you. So as we hear your Word read aloud, help us to feel your presence in 

our midst. For we are reaching out our hands. We are reaching out our 

hearts. Speak to us now. With hope we pray, 

C: Amen. 

JOYOUS LIGHT OF HEAVENLY GLORY  



*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

ANTHEM 
 

WORD 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-21 

See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 

making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. The wild 

animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the 

wilderness and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, 

the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise. 

A: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

*GRADUAL HYMN   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 

*GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter beginning with the 

18th verse. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 

pregnant from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 

unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. But 

just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 

wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 

you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took 

place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no marital relations 

with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON 
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Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993 
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*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

*APOSTLES CREED 

P:  Let us now confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead; on the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A:  Ever-reaching, with-us God, we don’t always know the words to pray. We 

stumble over our words. We meander in our thoughts. We fail to be eloquent 

when we try. But no matter our words, we know that you are listening. 

 

So today, holy God, we want to say thank you for the “reachers.” Thank you for 

the people in our life who have reached for us when we have needed it most. 

Thank you for friends and family, for Sunday school teachers and 

confirmation mentors, for therapists and school chaplains, for neighbors 

and attentive strangers. Thank you for the people, who like Joseph, chose 

to reach for us and stay by our side when we needed it most. 

 

We pause to remember their names and faces now, and to silently lift these 

individuals to you in gratitude. 

Moment of silence. 

 

Holy One, while we count our blessings, we also pray for those who face their 

fear alone. We pray for those who do not have a Joseph in their life. 

In particular, we remember those in isolation jail cells, and for those in 

medical quarantine. We pray for single parents, and for widows and 

widowers. We pray for immigrants and foreign exchange students, who so 

often feel alone in a new country. We pray for those who feel isolated by 

their grief, their addiction, or their mental health. 

 

Show us how to reach across dividing lines. Show us how to walk with each other, on 

the good days and the bad. Show us how to see each other. Show us how to 

reach for each other. As you do, like Joseph, we will do our best to walk each 

other home. We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that 

you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

 

C: Amen. 



*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

PEACE 

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also, with you.    

P:  Let us share God’s peace with each other now. 

 

MEAL 
 

OFFERING AND SETTING THE TABLE 

 

*OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.  

C: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for 

the world signs of your kingdom come. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

*THE PROPER PREFACE 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the 

Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 

comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

And as you do, and as we wait, we will join our voices together to pray the 

prayer your son taught us to pray, saying. . . 

 

 

 

 

 



*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: There is no need for fear here, for this is a joyful feast. And you are invited. 

Come. All are welcome. 

COMMUNION MUSIC 
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*PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

P: And now may this, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you 

in his grace forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

A: Loving God, In a world racked with fear, you gather us together. You set the 

table. You meet us here. You nourish our bodies as you nourish our spirits. You 

remind us that this is a joyful feast, and that fear cannot win every time. So with 

renewed courage, with renewed hope, with renewed conviction, send us out 

into the world. Help us to feed others as you have fed us. With gratitude we 

pray, 

C: Amen. 



*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

SENDING 

*BLESSING 

P: In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit. May you reach for each other’s 

hands. May you choose courage whenever you can. And in all things, may you 

remember that good news is louder than fear. In the name of the one who calls, 

the one who sends, and the one who journeys with— go in peace and be not 

afraid. 

C: Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Show Christ love to the world. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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