Read Philippians 2:8
Key Teaching:  Jesus’ humility led to ultimate obedience—dying on the cross to bear our sin and secure our salvation.  Joy is rooted not just in what Christ modeled, but in what Christ accomplished for us.
· Why do you think Paul emphasizes “even death on a cross”?
· How does the cross show both Christ’s humility and God’s love?
· In what ways does the Gospel free us to live sacrificially without fear or resentment?
· Is there an area in your life where obedience feels costly?
· Pray:  “Lord, help me trust You when obedience requires sacrifice.”

Read Philippians 2:9-11
Key Teaching:  Jesus’ humiliation was not the end of the story.  God exalted Him to the highest place, and one day every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
· What does it mean to confess “Jesus is Lord” today—not just in words, but in daily life?
· How does knowing Christ will triumph encourage you when faith feels difficult?
· What gives you hope as you look to the future?
· What would it look like for Jesus to be more fully “Lord” of your schedule, decisions, or priorities this week?

Jesus is the saving Son of God.  We follow Jesus not only because He modeled humility—but because His sacrifice saved us.  Our joy comes from resting in Christ’s finished work while allowing His mindset to reshape our lives.

Personal Reflection 
· Which aspect of Christ’s life spoke most to you today?  Thinking of others?  Serving humbly?  Sacrificing obediently?  Trusting in His sovereign reign?
· What one change might the Holy Spirit be prompting you to make today… this week?

Prayer Focus 
· Gratitude for Christ’s sacrifice
· Strength to walk in humility
· Willingness to serve and obey
· Worship of Jesus as Lord

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.




Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, December 7
9am – Adult Sunday School – A study of Genesis
10am – Worship Celebration (Children’s Church through 4th grade)
Sermon series:  “Joyful Living” (Philippians)

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.


TODAY’S MESSAGE, DECEMBER 7, 2025
SERIES: Joyful Living
“Joy In The Son” (Philippians 2:5-11) 
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor  

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:5-11, ESV)



1. Jesus, the Son of God ___________________________ (vs. 5-6)

     




2. Jesus, the Son of God ___________________________ (v. 7)
 





3. Jesus, the Son of God ___________________________ (v. 8)






4. Jesus, the Son of God ___________________________ (vs. 9-11)







My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study, with these goals in mind.  

· Share about a moment when someone’s act of humility or service made a deep impact on you.  How did it affect you?
· Read Philippians 2:5-11 aloud slowly and listen for phrases that describe Jesus’ mindset and actions.

Read Philippians 2:5-6  
Key Teaching: Jesus eternally existed as God, yet did not cling to His rights or privileges.  He chose humility over honor and served others instead of Himself.
· Why is it important for our faith to understand that Jesus existed eternally as God?
· What does it mean that Jesus did not “grasp” or cling to His rights?
· Where do we commonly struggle with holding onto our own rights or status?
· How does having the “mind of Christ” change the way we approach relationships?
· Identify one relationship where you tend to assert your rights rather than exhibit humility.
· How might adopting Christ’s mindset change how you behave in that relationship?
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Read Philippians 2:7
Key Teaching:  Jesus did not cease being God—He embraced humanity and chose the posture of a servant.  He stepped downward into our world to meet our deepest need.
· What impresses you most about Jesus choosing to become fully human?
· Why do you think serving others can be difficult at times?
· How does Jesus redefine greatness here?
· Where is God prompting you to serve—at home, church, work, or in your community?
· Name one way you can “put on the towel” of serving this week.
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