PROVIDENCE REFORMED CHURCH
December 7, 2025; All this the Lord willing

Dec 10: Midweek Service

Dec 17: Ladies and Girls Fellowship Night 6:30PM

Dec 20: Providence Reformed Christmas Program 11AM
Dec 22: Caroling — Mount Mercy and Neighborhood
Dec 25: Christmas Service 9:30AM

Dec 28: Rev W.M. Mulder

Dec 31: New Year’s Eve Service 7PM

Jan 1: New Years Day Service 9:30AM

Offering Schedule

Today: General Benevolent
Dec 10: Family Camp
Dec 14: General Christian Education Fund

Nursery Schedule
Today: AM Roberta Hoogmoed, Charity VanderBoon, Mya Schipper
PM Katie Klaasen, Ruth Hoogmoed, Nicholas Schipper
Dec 14: AM Heidi Schipper, Gloria VanderBoon, Hudson Klaasen
PM Faith VanderBoon, Mairi Heikoop, Jenna Boerkoel
Dec 21: AM Maria Verbeek, Anna Boerkoel, Justus Bazen
PM Ellen VanderBoon, Kristen Bazen, Carter Schipper

Family Visitation
Dec 9: Pastor Schipper family 7PM / Walter Rozeboom family 8:15PM

Announcements

® The Youth Group Christmas Banquet is scheduled for Tuesday, Dec 16
at 6PM at Thousand Oaks.

® A ladies and girls fellowship night is scheduled for Wednesday, Dec 17
at 6:30PM.

® The Providence Reformed Christmas Program is scheduled for
Saturday, Dec 20 at 11AM, followed by a potluck lunch.

® Christmas caroling is scheduled for Monday, Dec 22. All are invited to
join for singing at Mount Mercy at 4PM, then pizza dinner at church at
5:30PM, followed by caroling in the neighborhood.

® Please remind children to only eat snacks in the main room of the
basement and not to bring food to other parts of the church.

® Pastor Schipper is preaching in the Free Reformed Church in Pompton
Plains, New Jersey today.

Meditation

The mighty angel and his task. (Revelation 10:2-3)

Revelation 10 and 11 depict a pause between the sixth and seventh
trumpets. During this pause, an angel appears to John. Revelation 10 states:
"And I saw another mighty angel." This mighty angel radiates divine glory.
The angel is holding an open book in his hands. It mentions in verse 2 the
"little book,” but we should not overemphasize this diminutive term. This
book immediately brings to mind Revelation 5, where the Lamb receives
and opens the scroll containing God's plan. Once again, a powerful angel is
present. Remember that the seals of this book are now also open. God's plan
is being fulfilled. The angel holds God's counsel—or part of it—in this
book and takes it to earth, to John! (see verse 8) John will need to do
something with it, and so will we.

When the angel descends to earth, he places one foot on the land and one
foot on the sea. He is God's messenger, clothed in God's glory, carrying
God's Word and counsel. As God's representative and on behalf of the
Lamb who reigns on the throne, he demonstrates that “earth and the sea”
belong to God! How comforting this must be for the church and believers!
Even when the earth and the sea face all kinds of disasters, God shows here
that He will not abandon them, for they are His possession!

The angel begins to speak with a mighty, powerful voice, like that of a
roaring lion. What he cries out is, therefore, terrifying. Who does not think
of Amos 3:8: “The lion hath roared, who will not fear? The Lord GOD hath
spoken, who can but prophesy?” Incidentally, we do not hear what the
angel says. This terrifying speech of this strong angel is underlined by
seven thunders. In the Bible, God's speech is often compared to thunder.
Also think of Revelation 4:5, which describes the thunder from the
heavenly throne room. Seven thunderclaps that speak; seven times the
LORD speaks through these thunderclaps. As in Psalm 29. That Psalm is
about God speaking in the storm. We read seven times: “The voice of the
LORD.” In that Psalm, seven thunderclaps sound, and seven times we read
what the LORD does on earth. So, it is here. John hears the thunderclaps
and their voices. What a comfort it is that the Lord has business with this
earth and us and speaks. Whatever happens on earth and in our lives, the
Lord is in control.

Rev. J. Th. Pronk



