Walking with Jesus Series
Pt. 3 – Step by Step 
Galatians 5:16 / Psalm 119:105

2 weeks ago, we began to see what it really means in “Walking with Jesus!” We’ve seen that to walk with Jesus" or "walk in the Spirit" means to live a daily life that reflects His character, principles, teachings, and following His examples, living as imitators of Him in all things. 
· Eph. 5:1a – “Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do...

This involves a lifestyle of active trust & obedience to Gods Word, submitting our life to His Lordship, and growing deeper, into a more intimate relationship with Him daily! We do this by surrendering to His will and being guided by the Holy Spirit. Our theme verse for this series has been... 
· Col. 2:6
And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him.

So far we’ve seen this walk starts when we receive Gods free gift...the gift of salvation and what being saved means. Being saved means I am rescued as I accepted, by faith, Jesus Christ as my Savior and my Lord, repenting of my sins and asking Jesus to forgive me of my sins and rebellion against His Law. When I’ve received this gift, God, through Jesus’s price on the Cross, no longer counts my sins against me, but has erased them and rescued me from spiritual death, giving me, through His grace, eternal life with Him!  
· Romans 10:13
13 For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Last week we looked at the next step in this walk after salvation. That step is we become “Born Again”. We saw that Living Born Again my life is changed:
· Learn to love as Jesus loves, freely, deeply, and without condition.
· Let His joy be my strength, even when life feels heavy.
· Walk in His peace, the kind that surpasses understanding and steadies me through every storm.
· Be humbled by His patience, learning to extend the same grace to others.
· Rest in His kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and gentleness, and let these qualities flow through your life.
· Allow His Spirit to teach me self-control and to shape you daily as you grow in Him.

This week, in our 3rd installment of this series, we want to look at how we walk with Jesus “Step by Step”. How this walk with Jesus is a daily rhythm of trust, obedience, and communication with Him.
A “walk” in the Bible is often used as a metaphor for our daily lifestyle and conduct. It refers to how we live day-to-day, step-by-step, decision-by-decision. The Christian life is not a moment we experience once, but a journey we continue to move forward in. A walk requires movement. It calls for direction, intention, and consistency.

God never intended our faith to be something we visit on Sundays. He calls us to walk it out every day. Scripture tells us that the normal pattern for every believer is to “walk in the Spirit”
· Galatians 5:16
I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves.

· (NKJV) I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

· Galatians 5:25
If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

· Romans 8:14
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.

This means we live under the guidance, influence, and power of the Holy Spirit rather than being driven by our old nature like we used to. The path I’m on now, I’m not alone, trying to find my way. Jesus leads me, guides me, encourages me, and leads me through ALL the difficult valleys! 

So how do we walk with Jesus “Step by Step”?
1. Walking in Step with the Spirit Requires Listening and Responding
· Galatians 5:16 
I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. NKJV)

· I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves. (NLT)

When you walk with someone, you have to match their pace. You can’t rush ahead, and you can’t drag behind. The same is true with the Holy Spirit. In this new life, rest in the fact that you don’t have to know it all, you don’t have to be the best, you just need to listen and respond to his leading.

He speaks in whispers, in promptings, in gentle nudges, but we have to slow down enough to listen.
· The Spirit leads, but He doesn’t drag us.
· He guides, but He won’t force our steps.
· He invites us into daily fellowship, listening in prayer, obeying His Word, and responding in faith.
Ask yourself: Whose voice am I listening to daily, the Spirit, the noise of the world, or my old self?


2. Trusting Gods Word for Every Next Step
· Proverbs 3:5-6
"Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight"

God doesn’t always give us the whole map, but He always gives us enough light for the next step. Walking with Jesus is a lot like walking with a flashlight in the dark. The light doesn’t reveal the whole path all at once. It shows the next few steps. To see more, you have to move forward. You take a step, then the light moves with you and shows more of the way.

This is how Jesus leads us. He rarely shows the entire journey. He gives enough light for the path you’re on, enough strength for this moment, enough direction for the next decision. Our responsibility is to trust Him for the next step

Our faith grows as we move. If we stand still, waiting for every detail, we miss the walk and risk drifting off the path. If we step forward in trust, His guidance becomes clearer. 
· God’s Word becomes the lamp. 
· Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.
· Obedience becomes the step. 

Walking with Jesus and reading his Word becomes a daily, steady, simple rhythm of “Lord, show me what to do, and I will do it.” Show me through your Word! Step by step. One day at a time. One act of trust at a time.

How the trail becomes clear.
· The Word keeps us from stumbling.
· The Word corrects our direction when we drift.
· The Word reminds us of who we’re walking with, not just where we’re walking to.
That’s what it means to walk with Jesus. He leads us step by step. We don’t wait to understand everything. We trust Him with the step that is right in front of us by the light of His Word and its promises to us! Make Scripture part of your daily rhythm. Even one verse can light your path and lead you on this walk!

3. Missed Steps Don’t Mean the Walk is Over 
· Lamentations 3:23
Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning.

Every believer stumbles. Sometimes we run ahead of Jesus. Sometimes we lag behind. But Just Reset Your Pace with His Grace. His grace is not based on perfect steps; it’s about a faithful heart that keeps coming back.
· Matthew 14:30-33
28 Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” 29 “Yes, come,” Jesus said. So, Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted. 31 Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little faith,” Jesus said. “Why did you doubt me?” 

When Peter took his eyes off Jesus and began to sink, Jesus didn’t say, “You blew it!” He reached out and pulled him up. That’s grace. That’s love. That’s the walk of faith. On this walk, if you fall behind or take a wrong turn, get back up. Reset your pace with grace. Jesus is still has not left you. He’s still waiting. He’s still calling, “Follow Me.”

Don’t quit the walk—rejoin it. 


Closing:
In Luke 24, there’s a story of a couple guys, and they were walking from Jerusalem to a village called Emmaus. They were sad and confused about Jesus’ death and the reports of His resurrection. As they walked, Jesus Himself came alongside them, but they didn’t recognize Him. He asked what they were talking about, and they explained their disappointment, saying they had hoped Jesus was the Messiah.

Jesus then began to explain how the Scriptures had foretold that the Messiah would suffer before entering His glory. When they reached their destination, they invited Jesus to stay with them. At the table, Jesus took bread, blessed it, and broke it. In that moment, their eyes were opened—they recognized Him—and He vanished from their sight.

Before your cross experience of salvation and the understanding of being born again, we once walked lonely roads, went through difficult times thinking we could overcome them on our own, and found ourselves lost at every turn. 

But I have good news this morning for those who are saved and are Born Again... you are not alone anymore on this journey! If we could only remember and know that Jesus is walking beside us always...even in those times we don’t know or feel it. 

This story in Luke is an important lesson, because my experience has sometimes been that when I am in the midst of difficult times, I am consumed by negative, anxious, or heavy thoughts. I think that’s human nature. It’s hard to feel upbeat and chipper sometimes on this journey when we’ve suffered a hope-killing blow, tripped up on a tempting log, or even been guilty of looking at the distractions off the path and have drifted. Yet through all these situations, Jesus is right there...Walking with us. Let us never miss that or forget that! Let us always know that our Savior is with us, encouraging us, teaching us...

We don’t “walk with Jesus” by accident. It is intentional. Just like a real walk, it takes:
·  Step-by-step effort
·  A steady pace
·  A desire to keep moving forward

Here's some encouragement...
· Walking with Jesus isn’t about perfection; it’s about direction. It’s choosing, every day, to take another step with Him by...
· Listening and walking in by His Spirit
· Trusting in His Word
· Leaning on His Grace

· Walking with Jesus means:
· I include Him in my decisions
· I look to Him for direction
· I draw strength from Him daily
· I learn His ways and follow His example

· Walk with Jesus, we begin to:
· Think like He thinks
· Love like He loves
· Respond like He responds
· Live the way He lived

This is why our theme Scripture says: (NKJV) “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.” Colossians 2:6

This morning someone needs to be reminded, if you have been saved, you are born again and you are not walking today alone. The Holy Spirit wants to empower you. He guides us, convicts us, comforts us, and gives us the grace to keep going even when the path gets difficult and we feel like step off the path.

Church, walking with Jesus is not something we talk about once and then set aside. It is our daily calling. Every morning, we wake up, we decide again whose voice we will follow, whose steps we will trace, whose character we will reflect. Jesus is not just our Savior, He is our Shepherd, our Guide, our Teacher, our Lord.

So today, let this be our prayer:
"Lord, teach me to walk with You. Not just on Sundays. Not just when life is easy. Every day. Every step. Shape my heart. Guide my choices. Lead my life."
We may not walk perfectly, but we can walk sincerely. We can choose to keep moving forward. We can choose to stay near Him. The Holy Spirit is ready to strengthen you. He will guide your steps. He will correct you in love. He will keep you when you feel tired. Again, remember, You are not walking alone.

So, rise up with fresh commitment today. 
· Walk with Jesus out of here today. 
· Walk with Jesus in your home. 
· Walk with Jesus at your job. 
· Walk with Jesus in your conversations, in your thoughts, in your attitudes, and in your decisions. 

Stay close to Him. Trust Him. Follow His lead. 

The most important journey of your life is not where you go, what you achieve, or what you build. It is who you walk with and that walk should be with Jesus!

