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Advent 2
“When we’re running out of hope, God is at work”




Land Acknowledgement
We acknowledge that we at Trinity-Collingwood live, work, worship, and play on the traditional lands included in Treaty 18 also known as the Lake Simcoe Nottawasaga Treaty.  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus once again, we remember that this holy season is meant to inspire us to share hope, peace, joy and love with all our relations.  May we live our lives gently in harmony with nature, listening, learning, and growing to be people of reconciliation. 


God Welcomes Each One of Us with Loving Grace

Introit - VU 1 (verse 1 and 7) “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

Announcements and Opportunities @Trinity

Gathering Words (Adapted from a prayer by Keri K. Wehlander in “Joy is our Banquet”)
One: 	We are a people of convictions, seeking to make a difference,
All: 	and some days our hope grows thin.
One: 	We are a passionate people, working for the ways of justice,
All: 	and some days our hope grows thin.
One: 	We are a people of vision, seeing the shape of how our world could be,
All: 	and some days our hope grows thin.
One: 	We are a people of faith, searching to journey with God,
All: 	and some days our hope grows thin.

Special Music: Choir and Bells “Ding, Dong, Merrily on High” 

Advent Candle Lighting (Prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctified art.org)

Relight first purple candle

One: In a world full of fear, where do you see glimmers of peace?
Two:  I see glimmers of peace in the quiet of early morning, when people shake hands, when loved ones say they’re sorry, and when the church sings together.
One:  You are right. Even in a fearful world, peace is all around us.

Two: Today, we light the candle of peace as a reminder of this good news.  May this flicker of light help us to remember that even in a fearful world, peace is present. We only have to look for it.

Light second purple candle

All: Peace is present. We only have to look for it. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Sung Response: VU 7 (verse 2 and chorus) “Peace is Ribbon”

Special Music: Bell Choir “Do you Hear What I Hear”

Prayer of Confession 
One: 	O God, when we become discouraged 
		and ready to give up 
		because the work is hard,
All: 	fill us with your peace.
One: 	When we become apathetic, 
		too tired to care, 
		too numb to notice,
All: 	inspire us by your grace.
One: 	When our anxious hearts cry out: 
		“Will change ever come? 
		Will things ever get better?”
All: 	renew your robust hope in us.

… a pause for silent contemplation

Words of Assurance (Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctified art.org)
People of peace, even when we doubt God’s presence, even when we fail to notice God’s activity in this world, God is always moving closer to us.  Hear and believe the good news this Advent season:  nothing can keep God’s love away.  We are seen. We are forgiven. We are loved. We are not alone. We are a people of hope.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.

Hymn - VU 18 “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Calling”

Theme Conversation (Children’s Time) – “Birthday Presents for Jesus”

God Speaks to Us with Peace and Assurance

Prayer for Illumination ((Prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctified art.org)
Merciful God, we need bread and we need laughter.  We need music and we need a hand to hold.  We need a chair to sit in and we need work to do.  But maybe more than anything we need your Word and a reason to hope.  So move through this space today and speak to us as only you can. Speak a word of hope deep into our weary bones. For we need bread and we need laughter, but most of all, we need you.  Amen.

Responsive Reading (Isaiah 43: 1-2, 19-21)
One:	But now, Leah and Rachel and Jacob,
		hear the word of God —
		the One who created you,
		the One who fashioned you:
All:	Do not be afraid, 
		for I have redeemed you;
		I have called you by name;
		you are mine.
One: 	When you pass through the seas, 
		I will be with you;
		when you pass over the rivers,
		you will not drown.
All: 	Walk through fire,
		and you will not be singed;
		walk through flames,
		and you will not be burned.
		Have no fear for I am with you!
One:	Look, I am doing something new!
		Now it springs forth — 
		can’t you see it?
All:	I’m making a road in the desert
		and setting rivers 
		to flow in the wasteland.
One:	Wild beast will honour me - 
		the jackals and the ostriches —
		for I will put water in the desert
		and rivers in the wasteland
		for my chosen people to drink,
		these people whom I formed for myself
		so that they may declare my praise.

Gospel: Matthew 11: 1-1
Special Music: Bell Choir “Star in the East”

Message: “And some days we grow weary”

An Affirmation of Faith for Advent (Prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctified art.org)
We have seen the valley.
We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night,
and still we believe.

We believe in a with-us God.
We believe in the hope of tomorrow. 
We believe that good news is louder than fear.
We believe this good news is for all people. 

So even when our knees shake,
even when our voice trembles,
even when fear is all around us,
we will hold onto that good news.

We will reach for each other.
We will look for God in our midst.
We will sing songs of joy.
We will proclaim:
Unto us, love is born!

We have seen the longest night,
and we have seen unimaginable love.
So still, we believe.
Amen.

 God Supports and Lifts Us
Pastoral Prayer and Prayer of Jesus 

Acknowledging our Offerings in Support of Trinity United’s ministries
Often the most important gifts are the most intangible ones — the gift of peace in the midst of turmoil, the gift of faith in the face of despair, the gift of community that dispels our loneliness. These gifts are so important especially this time of year and are at the heart of what we are about as a church. Yet, we also know that the tangible things matter too.  Thus, even as we dedicate our gifts for the work of this congregation, we also dedicate the white gifts collected for Simcoe Muskoka Family Connexions so that they might bring hope to others this Christmas. If you are able to help us continue to offer love, light and faith in our community and around the world, your donations will be gratefully received.  You can place cash or cheques on the offering plate at either entrance, you can donate via e-transfer to office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca and you can sign up for PAR by contacting the church office. If this is your first donation, please give us your name and address and email address (if available) so we can ensure you get a tax receipt. We are thankful for all the ways in which so many people support us, this holy season and every day.  With gratitude let us pray: 

Gift-giving God, receive all that we offer. Waken our hearts to know that we can make a difference. Give us wisdom and courage to risk reaching out in love. Make us bold to share good news wherever there is fear or heartache. Show us how we can be your hands and feet in this world.  Amen.

Closing Hymn -  VU 44 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

Commissioning (Prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctified art.org)
In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit. May you reach for each other’s hands. May you choose courage whenever you can. And in all things, may you remember that good news is louder than fear.

Benediction (Prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art | sanctified art.org)
In the name of the One who calls, the One who sends, and the One who journeys with us — go in peace and be not afraid. Amen.

Choral Blessing - MV 220 “Peace Shines as a Solitary Star”

Postlude:  Bell Choir “Handel Messiah” – with piano accompaniment
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