Discussion Questions
Lord at Thy Birth: The Lamb, not Ozempic
John 1:35-51

Ice Breakers (1–2)
1. What’s the strangest or most unexpected interruption you’ve ever experienced that actually ended up helping you?
2. If you had to describe your week using an animal metaphor (like the porcupine story), what animal would you pick and why?

Read John 1:35-51
General Discussion (3–7)
3. In the sermon, John the Baptist points to Jesus as “the Lamb of God.” What connections stood out to you between the Passover lamb, the Day of Atonement, and Jesus?
4. Jesus’ first words in John’s Gospel are: “What do you want?” Why do you think Jesus begins His ministry with that question?
5. Philip invites Nathanael with the simple phrase “Come and see.” How might that shape the way we talk to friends or family about faith?
6. Why do you think Jesus’ knowledge of Nathanael under the fig tree was so transformative for him? What does that tell us about how Jesus sees us?
7. The sermon compared Jesus to Jacob’s ladder—the bridge between heaven and earth. How does that image expand your understanding of who Jesus is?

Introspective / Personal Reflection (8–10)
Break into groups of two or three and go over these questions together.  Then pray for each other.
8. Jesus asks, “What do you want?” If you were honest before God, what would your life—your habits, calendar, spending, and worries—say you’re actually seeking?
9. Think about your own “fig tree” moments—places of disappointment, hurt, or feeling unseen. Where might Jesus be saying to you right now, “I saw you there”?
10. Where have you developed “porcupine quills” that keep you from being known and loved? As an exercise: write down one quill (a fear, habit, or wound) on a small card, fold it up, and this week pray over it each day asking Jesus to gently remove it as you follow Him.

