
	 	  

 Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
December 7, 2025 – Second Sunday of Advent

Connecting people to people • people to faith • faith to life
69 Mill Street • Athens, OH • (740) 593-3144

info@clcathens.org • www.clcathens.org

(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee 
people. Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the 
Adena, Hopewell and Fort Ancient cultures.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; 
Choir Director: Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia 
Cambridge; Lector: Chris Snoddy; Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner; Ushers: Dan 
Snoddy, Wanda Weinberg; Greeter: Solveig Spjeldnes; Acolyte: Dessa; Tray Server: 
Chad Kopenski; Livestream: Sam Hanson

INTRODUCTION 
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent 
and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching 
light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes 
all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the 
wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the 
Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the 
kingdom of God has come near.

PRELUDE Break Forth O Beauteous Heavenly Light CLC Choir
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH     Forever Bright       David Joshua Aaron

We light two candles for two people: you and me.
The way of Jesus is not often the easy one,
And so we walk it together.
We light two candles to say YES to the invitation 
to walk the way of Jesus together.
Repeat vs. 2 of Forever Bright

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Long-expected God,
we confess that we look to ourselves
for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,
reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting
and weary of keeping awake.
Free us from self-reliance,
and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,
and awaken us to your advent among us,
that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.
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God judges us not as we deserve,
but according to God’s own righteousness.
☩ You are freed and forgiven,
saved by grace,
and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.

GATHERING SONG  Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! (ELW 246)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10
A reading from Isaiah.
 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see  
  or decide by what his ears hear, 
 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 
  and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
 the calf and the lion will feed together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9 They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain, 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD  
  as the waters cover the sea. 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  10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13
A reading from Romans.
4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May 
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 9 and 
that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10 and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 
11 and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12 and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the gentiles; 
 in him the gentiles shall hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 
around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 
  7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 
Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 
up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore 
every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 
  11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more 
powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY  On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW 249)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs………

O Holy Jesus, in this Advent season, give us ears to hear and eyes to watch, that we 
may recognize your presence in our midst as we anticipate your coming as the baby 
who will lead a human life, as the Messiah who will save the world, and as the Holy 
Spirit who will guide us each day. Renew our faith so we will make you the first priority in 
our lives. We pray for the courage to be voices crying in the wilderness, to forgive 
others, to share the Good News, and to serve all. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Prince of Peace, we pray for your sacred healing in our broken world. Relieve the 
trauma of all who are surrounded by violence from wars, from prejudices, from domestic 
violence, and from ICE raids. Calm our fears, soothe our grief, and give us hope amid 
tragedy. We pray all the world’s leaders will strive for peace and compromise, bringing 
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an end to warfare and revenge. Protect those who serve in the military. Bless all 
veterans and support the families of military personnel. We also pray for a world in 
which people would not be forced to leave their homes but would be safe and thriving in 
their homeland. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Creator, we praise you for our many blessings and gifts, indeed our very lives. Inspire 
us to share our abundance, to bear fruits reflecting your love and grace, and to use our 
talents for your kingdom’s work. Lead us to be careful stewards of your amazing world, 
teaching us to care for the whole Earth and to use its resources wisely. Bless all 
pastors, bishops, congregations, and lay church leaders. We also rejoice with those 
who are celebrating anniversaries, birthdays, graduations, and other happy occasions. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Cleansing Lord, refine and purify us. Make our bodies temples of your Holy Spirit so 
that our lives become points of light, truth, and goodness. Bring comfort to those who 
are feeling sad and blue in this season. We pray for wholeness for everyone who is ill in 
mind, body, or spirit. Strengthen all those with long-term diagnoses: such as addiction, 
cancer, depression, and dementia. Bestow wisdom and compassion on all doctors, 
nurses, caregivers, and researchers, so they may be effective instruments of your 
healing. Bring joy and peace to our elderly loved ones and shut-ins. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

O God of mercy, listen now as we offer other prayers aloud or in our hearts………… 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Comforter, we pray for those to whom death draws near and those who have lost 
loved ones. Rest your peace, strength, and hope on the family and friends who mourn. 
Remind us of the promise of eternal life with you. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands O Gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE. 
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our 
church app!

CHORAL OFFERING To Us A Child of Hope is Born CLC Choir
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OFFERTORY Come Now, O Prince of Peace

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with 
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until 
the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
DIALOGUE
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PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy God, the Beginning and the End,
our Salvation and our Hope,
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.

At this end of the ages
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love
and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
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Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life, death, and resurrection,
we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.

Send your Spirit on us
and on this bread and wine we share:
strengthen our faith,
increase our hope,
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Here is life. God is with us. 
Come, receive what God has promised. 
Thanks be to God!
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COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God our host,
at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger,
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
May God who comes among us,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG  Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264)

DISMISSAL
The service has ended. 
The ministry begins!
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.
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