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We extend the warmest welcome to all worshipping with us today. Whether this is your first
time worshipping with us, you haven’t been in a while, or you are here regularly; we are so glad
you are here! If this is your first time with us, we ask that you sign our Friendship Book, so that
we might pray with/for you, get to know you better, and check-in with you from time to time.

Holy Communion is open to all. In this church, we preach, teach, and confess that this is the
table of Jesus, and it is Jesus who invites you to His table. You need not be a member of this
church, or any other church; anyone who desires a deeper walk with Christ is invited. The ushers
will direct you to proceed up the center aisle. You are invited to take an empty, individual cup
from the silver tray near the baptismal font, and red wine, the blood of Christ, will be poured for
you at the altar rail. You will also find red grape juice, the blood of Christ, in sealed individual
cups in that same tray. As you come to the altar rail, you may stand or kneel as you are able,
and the minister will place bread, the body of Christ, in your hand. If you are in need of a gluten
free host, please let the minister know. If you prefer not to receive the Communion elements,
Jesus still invites you into His Holy Communion; at the altar rail you may fold your arms, and the
minister will pray with and bless you.




ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.

ADVENT VERSICLES
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: In the name of the Father, the *} Son, and the Holy Spirit.

: Amen.

: In the midst of war and rumors of war,

: We cling to God’s promise of peace.

: We remember these words of the prophet:

: “The tender mercies of God, like the dawn from on high, will break upon us to guide our

feet in the way of peace.”

P: In this season when the world can be too much with us,
C: We remind each other what peace looks like:

P: Every valley shall be filled,

C:
P
C
P

And every mountain and valley laid low,

: The crooked made straight,
: And the rough places made smooth.
: On this second Sunday of Advent, we light these candles as a sign of our commitment to the

way of peace.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: VERSES 1 & 2.
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Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
I.nghl two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the hghl ban-ish dark - ness.
Light three can-dles to  watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah: et the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion t0 Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom - ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and Iift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.

He “is com-ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please rise, in body or spirit.

P:

Every week, as we worship together, we have the opportunity to admit to ourselves, to each

other, and to God, that we do not always live as we are called. In this time of confession, this

time of opening our hearts, let us remember that God is faithful, merciful, and just, ever-
offering grace and love no matter where we find ourselves in our journey of life. Let us pray,
P:

Gracious and loving God, we come before you with penitent and hopeful hearts, as we

prepare for the Advent of your Son.



(We pause for reflection)

P: God of every age,

C: Source of all life, Lord of mercy and grace, hear our prayer.

We come before you in need of healing:

The healing of our bodies and souls,

The healing of our relationships,

The healing of our pride, fear, and apathy.

We know that with you, nothing is impossible, not even the restoration of the whole world.
We pray that you will heal us, that you will heal our world, that you grant us your Holy Spirit
to live into the reality that we are a New Creation; freed to serve, love, dream and be, just as
Christ calls us.

C: Amen.

P: God’s mercy is deeper than the depths of the sea, and God’s grace is wider than the whole of
the earth. Trusting in that mercy and that grace, | declare to you, in the name of = Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.

C: Amen

GATHERING HYMN: Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus - LBW (Green) — 30.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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2 Borm thy pco-plc to dec - liv -cr, born a child, and yvet a king;
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the carth thou art,
By thinc own ¢ - ter - nal  Spir-it rule in all our  Thcarts a - lonc;

dear de - sire of ev-"ry na -tion, joy of ev-"ry long-ing heart.
by thine all - suf - fi - cient mer -it raise us to thy glo -rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walkecr, Sout/iern Harmorty, 1835

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
C: And also with you.



MAGNIFICAT

Congregation sings refrain, Cantor(s) sing 1 verse, congregation sings refrain once more.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray, Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
Please be seated

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

LA shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

2The spirit of the LoRD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LorD.

3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lorp. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by
what his ears hear,

4but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he
shall kill the wicked.

> Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
6The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion
will feed together, and a little child shall lead them.

’The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox.

8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on
the adder’s den.

9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

100n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

L:The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19

L Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;

2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;

3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness.

4 Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
>May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.

®Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth.

’In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon
shall be no more.

18 Blessed are you, LorRD God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds!

13 And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your glory.
Amen. Amen.

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. > May the God of
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus, ©so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

”Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. & For |
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in
order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors ° and that the gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore | will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”;

0and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;

1and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 2and again
Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the
gentiles shall hope.”

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please rise, in body or spirit.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

"'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke
when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.” ”
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. > Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan
were going out to him, ®and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their
sins.

’But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear
fruit worthy of repentance, ® and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as
our ancestor,” for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.

10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good
fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

114 baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more
powerful than |, and | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will
gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON



After the sermon, please rise, in body or spirit, as we lift our hearts and voices together in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry — LBW (Green) — 36, verses 1,
4 & 5.

On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry
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we a - dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

A:With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and
minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples. God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.

A: With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all
creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation will
mutually thrive. God of grace,

C: Hear our prayer.

A: With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one another.
We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner churches, and for the
shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace,

C: Hear our prayer.

A: With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face of
grief, depression, or disease (especially). Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and
medical procedures. God of grace,

C: Hear our prayer.

A: With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that
divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of Christ.
God of grace,

C: Hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A: With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith (especially Ambrose, Bishop of
Milan, whom we commemorate today). Fill us with the hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the
ages of ages. God of grace,

C: Hear our prayer.

A: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.

C: Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always!

C: And also, with you.

P: Let us share a sign of peace with one another.

OFFERING

Here at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, there are many ways to give. The ushers will pass around an offering
plate, in which you can place your weekly offering. If you are attending worship online or you simply

wish to give online, you may do so by visiting our website, hslceldersburgmd.org/give. We give thanks to
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God for all offerings of time, talent, and treasure, all of which make it possible to serve God, by serving
our neighbors, here in Eldersburg.

OFFERTORY HYMN

C: We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to You: We are an offering. Lord,
use our voices, Lord, use our hands. Lord use our lives, they are Yours. We are an offering; we
are an offering.

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray, Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,

that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.

C: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

QyPoOX»OD

PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also
make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Text: ICEL., 4% 2010
Music: Mass of Creation, Many Haugen, © 1984, 1985, 2010, GIA Publications. Inc.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
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May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,

Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us, in the
language of our hearts:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Jesus invites you. Jesus welcomes you. All are invited. All are welcome. Come taste and see
that the Lord is good.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION HYMN: Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. Lamb
of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, have mercy on us. Lamb of
God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace, grant us peace.

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers.

SONG DURING COMMUNION

After all have communed, please rise, in body or spirit.

COMMUNION BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless us and keep us in God’s grace, from
now and until life everlasting.

C: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to
share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

P: You are exactly who God created you to be. Created in Christ Jesus for good works. Created

and called holy. Created and called beloved. Now go forth into the world in peace and be of good
11



courage. Hold fast to that which is good. Render to no one an evil thing for an evil thing.
Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak. Help the afflicted. Show Christ’s love to everyone
and let the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the +Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and
remain with you now and forever.

C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: The King Shall Come — LBW (Green) — 33, verses 1, 4, & 5.

The King Shall Come
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2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, to bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn when Christ, vic - to - rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn shall dawn up - on  our race
5 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light and beau - ty brings.
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when beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills and life to joy a-wakes.

but crowned with glo - ry like the sun that lights the morn-ing sky.
and left the lone-some place of death, de - spite the rage of foes.
the day when Christ in splen-dor comes, and we shall see his face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo - ple pray: come quick-ly, King of kings.

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816

DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace, be of good heart!

C: Thanks be to God!

A: Our purpose is to love God,

C: And bring people into a growing relationship with Jesus and his church.

“We all serve as ministers in the mission of the Church.”

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23995.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: adapted from Beth Merrill Neel on her blog,
“Hold Fast to What Is Good,” used with permission.

Sunday (12/7) 9:30am — Sunday School (All ages)
Sunday (12/7) 11:00am — Advent Worship w/Communion
Sunday (12/14) 9:30am — Sunday School (All ages)
Sunday (12/14) 11:00am — Advent Worship w/Communion
Sunday (12/21) 11:00am — Advent Worship w/Communion
Sunday (12/21) 12:30pm Christmas Play and Party

Please contact Vicar Tom via email at HSLC.pastor@comcast.net if you would like to meet,
have any questions, or for any pastoral emergencies.
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Volunteers

THIS WEEK (12-07-2025)

NEXT WEEK (12-14-2025)

Greeters TBD TBD
Ushers TBD TBD
Acolyte TBD TBD
Assisting TBD TBD
Minister

Communion TBD TBD
Assistant

Lector TBD TBD
Altar Care TBD TBD
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