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Well, it’s official...We have entered the Christmas season...Parties, eggnog, lights, trees, shopping, traffic, Christmas Music everywhere.... But what if this year we seen Christmas in a different way? What if we seen Christmas as more than a season, but an invitation.
· An invitation to slow down…
· to breathe again...
· to step out of the rush, the noise, the pressure, and step into the presence of the One this season is actually about.

If we’re honest, Christmas can become crowded. Crowded with schedules. Crowded with expectations. Crowded with tasks, emotions, memories, frustrations, and even burdens. But Jesus offers us something far different...
· Not a busier life, but a connected life. 
· Not a heavier load, but a shared yoke.
· Not just a celebration of His birth, but an invitation to remain in Him.

John 15:4-11
4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.

9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.

Notice He doesn’t say, “Visit Me during Christmas.” He says, “Abide in Me and I in you.” He isn’t inviting us to occasional moments with Him…He is calling us to continuous connection, daily dependence, and constant closeness. This Christmas, Jesus isn’t asking us to simply celebrate His birth during a season. He’s calling us to abide in His presence every single day!

Abide means to dwell or to live in or at a specified place. The biblical meaning of the word abide means to dwell, remain, and stay connected, especially through a relationship with Christ. Jesus is wanting us, yes you, to dwell in Him and with Him! Here the amazing part of when we abide or dwell in Him...three supernatural gifts fill our lives: His peace, His love, and His joy.

They say the holidays can be the darkest season for many—even for believers. But I am convinced that if we take Jesus’ invitation today to abide in Him and allow Him to abide in us, everything changes. Every life in this room can become filled with these three things, until your heart shines so brightly that not even a trace of darkness can come near you during what’s meant to be “the most wonderful time of the year.”

And it won’t stop with you. As you abide in Christ, you become a light for others; pointing them to the One you dwell in, not just this Christmas, but every single day of your life.

Let’s walk through each one.

1. ABIDING IN HIS PEACE

John 14:27 
“I am leaving you with a gift. Peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.

Isaiah 9:6 
“For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

The world offers seasonal peace, temporary, fragile, easily shaken. 
· On Sept. 29, 2025, President Trump announced the Gaza Peace Plan. It was signed on October 9, coming into effect the following day, and was endorsed by the United Nations Security Council on 17 November.

How the World Sees Peace
· The world defines peace as the absence of something:
· The absence of conflict
· The absence of problems
· The absence of stress
· The absence of noise
· The absence of trouble or tension

The world’s idea of peace is:
· Temporary — it lasts only until the next problem shows up
· Fragile — easily broken by circumstances
· Surface-level — it calms the outside but never transforms the inside
· Dependent — on money, relationships, stability, security, or things going “right”

Worldly peace says:
· “If things go my way, I’ll feel peace.”
· “If the storm stops, I’ll be calm.”
· “If I remove stress, I’ll be okay.”

In other words, “I’ll have peace when everything around me finally settles down.” To the world, peace is situational. It depends on external conditions being calm, comfortable, or in control.

But Jesus didn’t say, “I’ll remove your trouble so you can have peace.” He said: “My peace I give to you… not as the world gives.”  The world offers peace that requires perfect circumstances,
but Jesus offers peace that remains despite circumstances. Christ offers “abiding peace”; deep, steady, unshakeable.

Peace is not the absence of problems. It’s the presence of Jesus.
· The disciples panicked in the storm, but Jesus slept through it. Why? He was anchored in the Father.

When you abide in Christ:
· His peace guards your heart. 
· Phil. 4:7 - Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.

· His presence calms your mind.
· Isaiah 26:3 - You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you!

· His Word steadies your steps.
· Psalm 119:105
· Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.

His Spirit strengthens your inner being. Storms will come, but storms don’t determine your peace, Jesus does as we abide in Him!

Christmas reminds us of this: 
The world was in chaos when Christ came. Yet the angels declared: “Peace on earth…”

Abiding in Him is how we RECEIVE that peace we need every moment of single day.


2. ABIDING IN HIS LOVE
John 15:9 “As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Abide in My love.”

Let that sink in...
The same love the Father has for the Son; eternal, perfect, unbreakable is the SAME love Jesus has for you.
· It’s not a seasonal love.
· It’s not a conditional love.
· It’s not even a “when you’re doing good” love.
· It’s a covenant love, as we mentioned last week, that endures forever! 

To abide in His love means to live rooted in these truths:
· You are chosen.
· You are accepted.
· You are forgiven.
· You are valued.
· You are held.
· You are never abandoned.

1 John 4:9–10 
9 God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. 10 This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.

This verse reveals to us that Christmas is the revelation of God’s love.
· He didn’t send an angel…
· He didn’t send a prophet…
· He sent His Son.

Why?
Because Love always comes close. Love always draws near. Love always abides.

Abiding in His love transforms us:
· It softens hard hearts.
· It heals wounded places.
· It restores identity.
· It empowers forgiveness.
· It fuels obedience.

John 15:10 — “If you keep My commands, you will abide in My love.”

This Christmas, God is not asking you to EARN His love, He’s inviting you to RECEIVE & REST in it.


3. ABIDING IN HIS JOY
· John 15:11 “These things I have spoken to you that My joy may be in you…”

True joy isn’t found at Christmas parties, in festive music, or even beneath the glittering lights of a Christmas tree. Those things may lift our spirits for a moment, but they cannot sustain the deep, lasting joy our souls long for. True joy came quietly, humbly, and beautifully wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. Joy didn’t come as a feeling; it came as a Person. Jesus Himself is the joy of Christmas, the joy of salvation, and the joy that fills the heart of every believer who abides in Him.

Joy is not an emotion; it’s a fruit of abiding. (Galatians 5:22 “The fruit of the Spirit is… joy.”)
Emotions rise and fall with circumstances, but joy flows from communion with Christ. Joy isn’t something you work up, it's something the Holy Spirit produces in you as you remain connected to the Vine.

 When you abide in Jesus, His joy becomes your strength, His presence becomes your anchor, and His Spirit fills you with a joy no situation can take away. That’s why the world’s version of “holiday cheer” fades, but the joy that comes from abiding in Christ remains steady, strong, and supernatural. 

When you abide in Christ:
· Your joy is not based on circumstances.
· Your joy isn’t stolen by stress, loss, or disappointment.
· Your joy is anchored in WHO Jesus is, not what’s happening around you.

The world can only offer happiness, but Jesus gives joy.
· Happiness depends on what happens TO you. Happiness is completely tied to circumstances—how your day is going, how people treat you, what you receive, or what you experience. It changes as quickly as life changes. That’s why the world’s happiness fades the moment something goes wrong.

· But joy is different. Joy is rooted, steady, and unshakable because it doesn’t come from what happens to you; it comes from Who lives in you. When Christ abides in your heart and you abide in Him, He produces a joy that circumstances can’t touch, storms can’t steal, and the world can’t imitate.

Abiding joy looks like:
· Strength in weariness.
· Hope in discouragement.
· Light in the heaviness of life.
· A song in the night.
· A settled assurance that God is good and God is with you.

This is the joy the angels announced: “We bring Good news of great joy for all people!” (Luke 2:10)

That news given over 2000 years ago wasn’t just joy for the shepherds, it’s joy for us today! Joy that you can experience before you leave today, but only by abiding in Christ! 

Closing:
As we mentioned in the beginning of this message, Christmas is more than a holiday; it is an invitation to abide. Christmas Is about drawing near and abiding in Jesus, and He in you. A dwelling place in where...
· His peace calms your storms and guards you
· His love holds you securely and surrounds you
· His joy strengthens your spirit and fills you to overflowing.

Isn’t this what your heart truly longs for this Christmas...to abide with Jesus, to dwell in His presence? Church, my prayer is that this season becomes one where you draw closer to Him than ever before. Because everything your soul is searching for—peace, love, joy, fulfillment, rest—is found, can be found, and will be found when you choose to abide in Him. May this Christmas be the beginning of a deeper, richer, more intimate walk with Jesus, where He becomes the place your heart calls home.

Remember, to abide isn’t to visit… it’s to live there. It’s choosing to make your home, your resting place, and your very source of life in Christ. And when you truly abide in Him, you don’t just celebrate Christmas, you experience Christ Himself.

So this season, guard your heart. Don’t let it drift. Don’t let the noise of the holiday drown Him out. Don’t let the busyness rob you of the connection your soul was created for. Jesus is still whispering the same invitation He spoke then: “Abide in Me.”

May we answer Him with a wholehearted yes.

