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1 Samuel 15:1–23
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Building Codes: 
Homes built to a strict, new building code in Florida fared much better in a hurricane than those built under old codes. Adhering to "almost" to the correct instructions offers little protection when the storm comes,

In the same way, following a "code" or God's word completely is for one's own safety and well-being on this Walk with Christ.

“Almost obedience” is one of the greatest hidden dangers in the Christian walk. It feels close enough to God’s will, looks spiritual enough, and often convinces us we’re doing what God asked… but almost obeying is still disobedience.

In our text today, we’ll see that King Saul learned this painfully. He did most of what God commanded, but God called it rebellion.

1 Samuel 15:1-23
One day Samuel said to Saul, “It was the Lord who told me to anoint you as king of his people, Israel. Now listen to this message from the Lord! 2 This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies has declared: I have decided to settle accounts with the nation of Amalek for opposing Israel when they came from Egypt. 3 Now go and completely destroy the entire Amalekite nation—men, women, children, babies, cattle, sheep, goats, camels, and donkeys.” 4 So Saul mobilized his army at Telaim. There were 200,000 soldiers from Israel and 10,000 men from Judah. 5 Then Saul and his army went to a town of the Amalekites and lay in wait in the valley. 6 Saul sent this warning to the Kenites: “Move away from where the Amalekites live, or you will die with them. For you showed kindness to all the people of Israel when they came up from Egypt.” So the Kenites packed up and left.

7 Then Saul slaughtered the Amalekites from Havilah all the way to Shur, east of Egypt. 8 He captured Agag, the Amalekite king, but completely destroyed everyone else. 9 Saul and his men spared Agag’s life and kept the best of the sheep and goats, the cattle, the fat calves, and the lambs—everything, in fact, that appealed to them. They destroyed only what was worthless or of poor quality.

10 Then the Lord said to Samuel, 11 “I am sorry that I ever made Saul king, for he has not been loyal to me and has refused to obey my command.” Samuel was so deeply moved when he heard this that he cried out to the Lord all night. 12 Early the next morning Samuel went to find Saul. Someone told him, “Saul went to the town of Carmel to set up a monument to himself; then he went on to Gilgal.” 13 When Samuel finally found him, Saul greeted him cheerfully. “May the Lord bless you,” he said. “I have carried out the Lord’s command!” 14 “Then what is all the bleating of sheep and goats and the lowing of cattle I hear?” Samuel demanded. 15 “It’s true that the army spared the best of the sheep, goats, and cattle,” Saul admitted. “But they are going to sacrifice them to the Lord your God. We have destroyed everything else.”

16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! Listen to what the Lord told me last night!” “What did he tell you?” Saul asked. 17 And Samuel told him, “Although you may think little of yourself, are you not the leader of the tribes of Israel? The Lord has anointed you king of Israel. 18 And the Lord sent you on a mission and told you, ‘Go and completely destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, until they are all dead.’ 19 Why haven’t you obeyed the Lord? Why did you rush for the plunder and do what was evil in the Lord’s sight?” 20 “But I did obey the Lord,” Saul insisted. “I carried out the mission he gave me. I brought back King Agag, but I destroyed everyone else. 21 Then my troops brought in the best of the sheep, goats, cattle, and plunder to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal.”

22 But Samuel replied, “What is more pleasing to the Lord: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your obedience to his voice? Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, and submission is better than offering the fat of rams. 23 Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft, and stubbornness as bad as worshiping idols. So, because you have rejected the command of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.”


1. ALMOST OBEYING STILL FALLS SHORT OF GOD’S WORD AND STANDARD
1 Samuel 15:3, 9

God gave King Saul a clear, unmistakable command: destroy the Amalekites completely. There was no confusion, no gray area, no room for interpretation. And Saul did obey… almost.
He destroyed what he didn’t want, but he spared what seemed valuable to him—King Agag and the best of the livestock. He pulled an audible and did what HE WANTED, rather than what God had commanded...

Saul’s problem wasn’t that he didn’t hear God, his problem was that he edited Gods command.
He obeyed the parts he agreed with and adjusted the parts he didn’t. That is not obedience, that is disobedience dressed in religious excuses.

In Our Lives today, we aren’t fighting Amalekites, but we do struggle with the same spirit of “almost obedience.”
· God says forgive → we forgive… except that one person who hurt us deeply.
· God says trust Him → we trust… until it requires us to let go of control.
· God says repent → we repent… but we hold onto the “small sins” we think don’t matter.
· God says surrender → we surrender… as long as it doesn’t touch our plans, our comfort, or our preferences.

Imagine a construction company is hired to build a bridge across a deep canyon. After months of work, the chief engineer proudly reports: “The bridge is 99% complete! Only one foot in the middle hasn’t been connected yet.”

At first glance, 99% sounds impressive. But would anyone dare to drive across it? Of course not. Why? Because 99% obedience still leaves a 100% fall. A bridge must be complete or it’s as good as useless. And the danger isn’t in the 99% that was built…The danger is in the 1% that wasn’t.

God’s commands work the same way. Partial obedience still leaves a gap, a place where disobedience, compromise, and danger can slip in. Saul obeyed 98% of God’s instructions, but that missing part cost him the kingdom. 

We obey enough to feel or “look” spiritual, but not enough to be transformed. Truth is partial obedience is comfortable. Complete obedience will cost you, but it is always worth it! 


2. ALMOST OBEYING LEADS TO SPIRITUAL SELF-DECEPTION
1 Samuel 15:13–15

When Samuel confronted Saul, Saul said “I have obeyed the command of the Lord.”
Think about that...Saul truly believed he had done what God asked.
· He talked like he obeyed.
· He acted like he obeyed.
· He declared his obedience…
· He was convinced he obeyed—even though the evidence (“the bleating of the sheep”) exposed the truth.

Saul wasn’t lying to Samuel. He was lying to himself was decived. He had become spiritually blind to his own disobedience.
· A man goes to the doctor with a serious infection. The doctor gives him antibiotics and says: “Take two pills every morning for 10 days. Even if you feel better, don’t stop early, finish the entire prescription.” The man goes home, takes the pills for three days, starts feeling better, and thinks: “I’m good now. I don’t need to take the rest.”
So, he almost obeys the doctor—he takes some of the medicine, but not all of it. A few days later, the infection returns stronger than before. He’s shocked. Angry. Confused. “I don’t understand—I took the medicine!”
No…He partially took the medicine. He almost followed the instructions. And now he’s deceived into believing he obeyed when he actually didn’t.
This is what spiritual self-deception looks like.
· We read the Word…
· We hear the sermons…
· We start to obey…
· We do most of what God asks…
· And then we convince ourselves that “most” is enough.
But just like unfinished medicine, unfinished obedience doesn’t bring healing, it brings deception.
This is where many believers struggle today. You can be busy for God, and yet still fail to obey God. You can:
· Go to church
· Serve faithfully
· Give generously
· Sing passionately
· Lead ministries
· Do all the right activities…and still ignore what God is specifically asking of your heart.

· You can lift your hands in worship - while holding onto bitterness.
· You can teach a lesson - while refusing to surrender a habit.
· You can quote Scripture - while resisting the Spirit’s conviction.

Outward involvement is not the same as inward obedience.
· James 1:22 (NKJV)
Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.

James is clear, the greatest deception is not what the enemy whispers, it’s what we tell ourselves. We deceive ourselves when:
· Our activity replaces obedience.
“Look at everything I do… surely that’s enough.”

· Our intentions replace actions.
“I meant to obey… so God understands.”

· Our excuses silence conviction.
“God understands why I’m holding onto this.”
We talk ourselves out of obedience. We negotiate with conviction. We justify what the Holy Spirit is trying to crucify, Excuses turn the voice of God into background noise.
Almost obeying doesn’t just fall short, it blinds us. It creates a false sense of righteousness.
It convinces us we’re right with God while we’re resisting His will!
	
3. ALMOST OBEYING IS DISGUISED DISOBEDIENCE
1 Samuel 15:20–21

When Samuel confronted Saul, Saul didn’t fall on his knees, confess, or repent. Instead, he did what many do when they don’t want to face the truth; he covered disobedience with spiritual language.
· Saul blamed the people. “The soldiers took the sheep and oxen…”
· Passing responsibility doesn’t remove accountability.

· Saul justified it as worship “…to sacrifice to the Lord your God.”
· He tried to turn disobedience into devotion, as if God would be pleased with offerings purchased through rebellion.

Saul softened God’s command to fit his preference and desire. He obeyed the parts that benefited him and modified the parts that didn’t. What Saul called worship, God called rebellion and even withcraft!
· 1 Samuel 15:23 – “Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.”

Why would God compare partial obedience to something so dark? Because both rebellion and witchcraft share the same root:
· The exaltation of one’s own will over God’s will.
· Witchcraft seeks control apart from God.
· Rebellion seeks control against God.

A father tells his son, “Clean your room. Put away your clothes, make your bed, and pick up all your toys.” An hour later the boy proudly announces, “Dad, I cleaned my room!” The father walks in and sees the bed is made…some toys are picked up…but clothes are still all over the floor.

When the father points it out, the boy says confidently: “But I did clean—most of it! Isn’t that good enough?” That’s when the father gently explains “Son, partial obedience isn’t obedience.

Doing the part, you prefer while ignoring the part you don’t like… that’s disobedience disguised as effort.” The boy thought he obeyed because he did something. But he didn’t do what he was actually told.

That’s how many believers treat God’s commands:
· We obey the parts we like.
· We ignore the parts that challenge us.
· Then we convince ourselves we’ve obeyed.

But God doesn’t call that obedience, He calls it rebellion in disguise. Because when we choose which parts to obey, we’re not following God’s will…we’re following our own.

Almost obedience is really self-will wearing a religious mask. Its disobedience disguised as faithfulness. It’s saying, “God, you can have most of me… but I’ll keep this part for myself.”
And the moment my will overrides His will; I am no longer obeying. I am rebelling.

Jesus said in John 14:15: “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”
· Not partial or “almost.”
· Not selective or “when convenient.”
· Not “occasional”

We’re expected to have complete obedience. Because love that does not obey is not love, it’s sentiment.


4. COMPLETE OBEDIENCE IS THE PATH TO GOD’S FAVOR AND BLESSING
Isaiah 1:19
If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land.

God doesn’t bless us simply because we hear His voice. He blesses us when we respond to His voice. Willingness plus obedience equals blessing.
· Saul was willing; he went to battle. He obeyed...partially. But because his obedience was incomplete, he forfeited the favor God desired to give him.

· David, on the other hand, though not perfect, was wholehearted. Again and again he prayed, “Teach me Your ways… lead me… search me… guide me.” His heart was set on obeying God completely, not selectively. Because of that posture, Scripture says God gave David success wherever he went. 

Psalm 119:60 – “I made haste, and did not delay to keep Your commandments.”
The psalmist here didn’t wait until he felt like obeying. He didn’t negotiate. He didn’t ask for more time. He moved quickly because delayed obedience is often the first step toward disobedience. Wholehearted obedience is eager obedience.

A man needed to open an important safe in his house. Inside were important documents, money he needed, and resources that would help his family. He had several keys, and one of them almost fit the lock. It slid in. It turned slightly. It felt right. But it didn’t open the safe.

That key was almost right, but it still left him locked out of everything he needed. Then he found the correct key. It didn’t just go halfway…It didn’t kind of fit…It didn’t partially turn…It turned all the way and the safe opened! The resources were released. What he needed became available.

Complete obedience works the same way. Partial obedience almost fits the life God wants to unlock for us—but it really never opens the doors.

But when we obey God fully, when we turn the key all the way, the blessings God already prepared for us become accessible! When we walk in complete obedience, God opens doors we could never open ourselves. Obedience becomes the key that unlocks:
· Clarity:
When we obey, confusion lifts and direction becomes clearer because God guides the obedient heart.

· Peace:
Obedience aligns us with God's will, and His will is always where peace flows

· Provision:
God provides for those who walk in step with Him. The blessing isn't in the place-it's in the obedience.

· Protection:
Obedience positions us under God's covering. Outside His will is danger; inside His will is safety.

· Purpose:
Obeying God one step at a time leads us into the destiny He designed for us.

· Spiritual authority:
You cannot walk in authority over the enemy while walking in disobedience toward God.
Authority flows from alignment.

The key that opens God’s favor is that of obedience. All the way, not almost.


Closing
The truth we must face today is that partial obedience is easy, convenient, and comfortable. It lets us keep our pride, our habits, and our preferences. But complete obedience? That’s where it costs us.

That’s where God trims our flesh, challenges our will, and stretches our faith. Almost obeying feels close…But close does not count in obedience. Just like Saul, God isn’t asking us for most of our heart, He’s asking for all of it.
· Deuteronomy 5:33 – Walk in all His ways.
· Luke 6:46 – “Why call Me ‘Lord, Lord’ and not do what I say?”
· Romans 12:1 – Present your whole life to God.

The scriptures are full of accounts that show that the concept of "almost obeying" God is viewed as incomplete obedience, highlighting the importance of a sincere heart and complete submission to fully follow God's will. True obedience is a lifelong process that requires a willing heart and the help of the Holy Spirit.

Biblical obedience is not merely about external compliance with rules (legalism), but about an internal heart attitude of love and trust. Jesus often rebuked the Pharisees for their external show of obedience while their hearts were far from God

How do I improve obedience
· Listen for God's "still, small voice": God's voice can be a quiet impression or a feeling that you know you should do something. Do not ignore it.
· Take the small tests: When you have an "I know I should" moment, take that as a small test and obey Him.
· Move beyond the shallow: Move to a deeper, more dynamic relationship with God through obedience, rather than just a superficial faith. 

Ask:
· Where am I delaying obedience?
· Where am I excusing disobedience?
· Where am I obeying partially instead of fully?


Today how about we start a new way of living...In FULL obedience...If you’re ready to stop “almost obeying,” God is ready to strengthen your walk and restore your wholehearted obedience. 


