Welcome All
Thank you to the men yesterday
Thank you all Operation Hands
Thank you Food Drive
Christmas Party sign up by Next SUNDAY11/30
No Sunday nights
No Wednesday this week


A Foundation of Thanksgiving
Psalm 100:4-5
11/23/25

Thanksgiving must be given to the one responsible for whatever it is that we are thankful for.
· We thank people for kindness…
· We thank friends for support…
· We thank family for love…
· But when it comes to God, we seem to forget, or just send a quick “Thanks God” and move on...

But every believer, regardless of circumstance, should thank God for three unshakable truths:
· The Lord is good.
· His love endures forever
· & His faithfulness continues to all generations
This is the foundation of thanksgiving.

Before Thanksgiving was a holiday… it was a testimony.
· After barely surviving their first brutal winter, weary pilgrims found themselves harvesting a miracle. With the help of their Native American neighbors, they gathered crops they did not deserve and blessings they could not deny. So, they called for a time of thanksgiving, not to “luck,” not to “nature”, but to Almighty God. This first thanksgiving feast in the new colonies took place in 1619. 

· In 1623, Governor William Bradford proclaimed a day to gather and give thanks to the God who had preserved them, protected them, and provided for them.

· On November 26, 1789, President George Washington issued a Proclamation for a nation-wide day of thanksgiving. He made it clear that this day should be one of prayer and giving thanks to God. It was celebrated by people of all religious denominations throughout this new country.

· In 1963, President Abraham Lincoln made a proclamation, in the middle of civil war, when the nation was bleeding…calling America to return thanks to God, declaring the last Thursday of November a national day of Thanksgiving. 

· In 1941, President Franklin Roosevelt adjusted the date, but not the purpose.

· But things in the United States of America, started to change in 1962. 
· That year prayer was silenced as the Supreme Court banned state-directed prayers in the public schools. 
· In 1963, the Supreme Court banned Bible reading for religious purposes in the public school. 
· In 1980, the Supreme Court said schools could no longer post the Ten Commandments. The Ten Commandments were banned because they might cause children to… think about obeying God.

And that’s how our national religious heritage slowly began to be pushed out of public life. Church, when a nation removes God from its public conscience, it should never surprise us when that nation forgets who to thank. Gratitude dries up when God is no longer acknowledged. A nation forgets to give thanks when it forgets God.

But the same is true on a personal level. When a person no longer allows God to be Lord of their life, when His voice, His Word, and His presence are pushed aside, it won’t be long before they forget the One from whom every blessing flows. A person forgets to give thanks when they stop letting God lead.

So, with that said, this week, the celebration of the Christian based holiday of Thanksgiving can be summed up for many people as a fourth grader summed it up when he stood to give a report about the origins of this holiday. Here’s how he began...
· The pilgrims came here seeking freedom of you know what.
· When they landed, they gave thanks to you know who.
· Because of them, we can worship each Sunday, you know where.

Every year, beginning shortly after Thanksgiving, many people send out Christmas cards to friends and relatives all over the country. The purpose for these cards is to send holiday greetings and messages of love and appreciation to people who matter significantly to us. But the United States postal service will tell you that the messages of many of these cards and letters will not reach the intended people if they are addressed wrongly.

I’ve read that the postal service estimates that over 2 million letters will be stamped, “Return to sender, addressee unknown” this year alone because they have the incorrect address printed on the front of the envelope. And no matter how sincere the sentiments of those cards and letters are, if they aren’t addressed properly, they will not get delivered, and the messages will not be
received. 

Well, that’s sounds something like what Thanksgiving has become in the last 30 or so years in this country. We have a lot of people all over these United States who spend time on this holiday sending messages of thanks for things they have, or relationships they enjoy, or situations in which they live, or blessings they experience, . . . but the messages are not received because the message has been stamped “Addressee Unknown”. You see, when God has been taken out of the realm of their thankfulness, thanks is not delivered to the one to whom it rightfully belongs.

The Bible has much to say about to whom we are to give thanks. 
· James 1:17 
Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow

James clearly tells us that God is the one who gives every good and perfect gift to human beings. Therefore, God is the one who ultimately deserves our thanks. But when we take God out of the equation of thankfulness, as many are doing in our increasingly un-Christian culture, we are left with something like mailing a letter with no address on the outside. So, the message doesn’t get delivered.

Here's a three-legged stool. There is an interesting thing about this three-legged stool. It will not stand on two legs, and it will not stand on one leg. It will only stands on three legs and when it stands on all three legs, that stool becomes a very firm foundation for sitting and resting your weight when you’re tired.

If I were to ask you what you were thankful for, many of you would name things like family or friends or jobs or pay checks or our church or leaders who are in our lives. But what if all those things were removed from your life? Most of those things that I’ve just mentioned have a chance of changing—just read about Job in the Old Testament. In a short period of a few days,
he lost his crops, his home, his family, and everything he had worked for—even his friends turned against him. Could he have celebrated Thanksgiving Day?
· Psalm 100:4-5 – Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him and bless His name. 5 For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.

Just like a three-legged stool cannot stand on one or two legs, so true thanksgiving cannot stand on anything less than these three truths:

Leg 1 – “For The Lord Is GOOD”
God’s goodness is not seasonal. Not fragile. Not determined by how your week went. Not based on how people treat you. God is good—always.
· A famous painting once hung in a European art gallery titled “Checkmate.” It showed a young man in complete defeat, the devil grinning across the chessboard. A grandmaster visited the museum, studied the painting, and suddenly shouted: “This title is wrong—he still has a move!” The whole game changed with that revelation. The painting wasn’t a defeat—it was a setup for victory!

You may feel pinned in a corner. You may feel like the enemy has whispered “checkmate”
You may feel like the game is over…But the Master of your life is still standing over your situation, declaring: “You still have a move… because I am still good.”

With God on your side, you are VICTORIOUS and are “more than a conquer! God sees what you cannot and is God is on your side; the game is never over. He always has a move and that means you will always be victorious! There’s a foundation of Thanksgiving for you! 


Leg 2 - “His mercy is everlasting”
The Hebrew phrase here is Ki Le’olem Chasdo, meaning:
“His mercy endures forever". The phrase combines "Chasedo" meaning "His mercy" or "His steadfast love," with "Le'olem" which signifies "forever" or "everlasting". 
· His steadfast love does not run out.
· His compassion never expires.
· His loyalty toward you does not change with the seasons.

God’s mercy is not dependent on your perfection. It is rooted in His character, not your performance. His mercy:
· Holds you when you fall
· Lifts you when you fail
· Restores you when you wander
· Embraces you when you return

God’s goodness will never change towards His people. Regardless of what is happening in your life, God stands ready willing and able to help pull through. This is the mercy that endures forever and adds another foundational leg to a heart of Thanksgiving.


Leg 3 - “His truth endures to all generations.”
We remember much about the wilderness wanderings of the Israelites, don’t we. On one occasion they came across an enemy nation who wanted to destroy them. They went into battle. Listen to what happened.
· Exodus 17:8-13 – “Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said to Joshua, ‘Choose us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand.’ 10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses' hands became heavy; so, they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands remained steady until the going down of the sun. 13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.

The phrase “remained steady” is the same Hebrew word for faithfulness. 
· Just as Aaron and Hur held up Moses’ arms when he no longer had the strength to lift them on his own so that Israel could win the battle, is exactly how God works in our lives. When we are weary, when the fight feels too heavy, when our strength is gone, He holds us up.
· God doesn’t step back when we’re struggling; He steps closer.
· He doesn’t abandon us in the battle; He sustains us through it.
· He doesn’t wait for us to be strong; He becomes our strength.
Even in the most difficult situations, when we feel like Moses, arms trembling and spirit tired, God is faithful to steady us, support us, and carry us. He has promised, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” And He keeps every promise.
· When we can’t lift our own arms, God holds them up.
· When we can’t fight on our own, God fights for us.
· When we don’t have enough, He is more than enough.

The Psalmist tells us that God demonstrates this faithfulness . . . this steadfastness
all generations. His truth, His faithfulness does not quit with one generation. It did not die with Moses. It did not stop with David. It did not waver in the early church. And it has not weakened in 2025.

His truth, His faithfulness stands for all generations! What an amazing final leg to the foundation of Thanksgiving! 


Closing
Psalm 100:1-5 is a call to us...the church, the Christian...His people
“Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands! 2 Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before His presence with singing. 3 Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him and bless His name. 5 For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.”

As His church, our lives should be built upon a foundation of Thanksgiving to our God:
· Make a joyful noise to the Lord…
· Serve Him with gladness…
· Enter His gates with thanksgiving…

Why?
· The LORD is good.
· His mercy is everlasting.
· His truth endures to all generations.

Church, this should be our solid foundation of Thanksgiving in our life...
· Not your job
· Not your health
· Not your bank account
· Not your feelings
· Not your circumstances
These and everything else can change…but the goodness, mercy, and faithfulness of God are unshakable and will never be changed! 

Is your heart foundationally set today to recognize:
· The privilege of thanksgiving…
· The privilege of worship…
· The privilege of calling God “good”, merciful

These privileges only belong to those who belong to God.
· Do you belong to Him?
· Are you Obeying Gods Word?
· Are you walking daily with the One, who is good, whose mercy never ends, and whose faithfulness upholds every generation?

If your daily walk with the Lord is strong, steady, committed, and anchored in Him, then keep guarding that posture of thanksgiving. Stay focused on cultivating a heart that is rooted in gratitude every single day.

Never forget to thank Him always for all He is, all He has done, all He is doing right now, and all He will do in the days to come. A thankful heart keeps you aligned, keeps you grounded, and keeps you aware of His goodness in every season. Keep walking, keep thanking, and keep trusting.

But if you’ve slipped in the thankful department, if you’ve found yourself ungrateful, distracted, or going through days without giving God a second thought, maybe it’s a sign your heart has drifted. 

But the good news is this, today is the perfect day to come home. Come back to the God who loves you, who has never stopped watching over you, and who is always ready to realign your heart with His. He isn’t waiting with judgment; He’s waiting with open arms.

Then when you return to Him, gratitude will begin to flow again. You’ll rediscover reasons to thank Him for all you have, and you’ll rebuild a strong foundation of thanksgiving in your heart.


Prayer
