Welcome
· In House and on-line

Thank everyone
· Pastors Appreciation Day 
· Shanon and all our ladies handing business last week. Mens Retreat was awesome! 
· Everyone who “lent a hand” in prepping out Winter Care Bags for Operation Extended Hands. *Please take a few bags as you leave today and pass out when you see someone in need.
· Everyone that was here last night in supporting and helping with the Harvest Hangout last night
· Massive props to Casey Gamblin for putting together a great event for our youth.

Prayer 
· Esther Gamblin
· Martha Combs
· Cliff and Tina Stone
· Micheal and Amanda Moore
· Our young people


“Walking With Jesus” Series
Col 2:6
Pt. 1 – What Does it Mean to be Saved?
Romans 3:23-24 / Eph. 2:8-9
10/26/25

Over the next few weeks, we are going to look at what it takes to “Walk with Jesus!” and what that actually means. 

To walk with Jesus" or "walk in Christ" means to live a daily life that reflects His character, principles, teachings, and following His examples, living as imitators of Him in all things. 
· Eph. 5:1a – “Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do...

This involves a lifestyle of active trust & obedience to Gods Word, submitting our life to His Lordship, and growing deeper, into a more intimate relationship with Himon the daily! We do this by surrendering to His will and being guided by the Holy Spirit. To walk with Jesus" or "walk in Christ" means to live a daily life that reflects His character, principles, teachings, and following His examples, living as imitators of Him in all things. Our theme verse for this series is... 
· Col. 2:6
And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him.
If you’ve gone to church, you’ve probably heard the terms “I’m saved, or I’ve been saved” But what does this actually mean? Why do I need saved and from what? 

Today, we want to start this series at the beginning of that walk with Jesus. The beginning of this walk begins at the Cross where salvation for each and every person was paid. In order to walk with Jesus, you must first accept to be saved by Jesus! What does it mean to be Saved?

Whether online, or on the news we’ve all seen scenes that are played out before us. 
· A car is dramatically rescued from a swollen river by first responders
· A child is pulled from a burning apartment building by firefighters
· A woman is delivered from a would-be attack by a brave bystander. 
Each scenario includes a situation of impending peril or destruction, a rescuer or deliverer who intervenes, and a second chance at life for the one saved. Although the word is rarely used in the media, each scene is a picture of salvation. 

The Bible teaches that sin threatens us with broken relationships, spiritual death, and judgment. 
· Romans 3:23
For everyone has sinned, we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.

The day we were born, because of the disobedience that partook in the Garden of Eden, we are automatically born into the curse of sin.
· What is sin? 
· According to the Bible, sin is defined as "the transgression of the law" (1 John 3:4 – “Everyone who sins is breaking God’s law, for all sin is contrary to the law of God.”), meaning any act, thought, or intention that violates God's commandments and falls short of His perfect standard of holiness. The Hebrew word for sin, ḥāṭā', and the Greek word hamartanō, both carry the meaning of "to miss the mark" or "fail" in relation to God's intended path for humanity. Sin encompasses both active disobedience and the failure to do what is right, stemming from a sinful nature and leading to separation from God.

In the garden we had broken God’s law. No one can be justified by a law they have broken. The law, holy and just as it is, cannot acquit the guilty—it can only expose the crime and pronounce the sentence.
· Think of a man convicted of treason. He cannot stand before the court and plead innocence by the very statute that condemns him; the record of his transgression is undeniable. However, if an act of a “pardon” is offered, and he lays hold of it with humility and repentance, then and only then can he be set free.

Truth is we had no hope when sin entered the world. Our destiny after our 80-90 years of this life with no hope, was then destined to an eternity of hopelessness, loss and separation from God! 

But go back to Romans 3
For everyone has sinned, we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 24 Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins.

Yet God! Those two words give us hope today! The Law reveals our guilt; Grace offers our pardon! But God, in His grace, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, has provided a way to rescue or SAVE us from sin’s consequences and make us “right in His sight”! He offers us salvation so that we can have a second chance at a life, an opportunity to experience a spiritual rebirth into a new and abundant life in the Spirit, and ultimately, eternal life with him forever! 

What Does “Being Saved” Mean?
Just as we’ve seen those videos where people are recused or saved from horrific life ending situations, being saved, spiritually speaking, means our sins no longer count against us toward an eternal death sentence. Instead, we can be forgiven and saved by the grace of God and given the free gift of eternal life. God in His loving care and endless mercy and given us an opportunity to be spared from an eternal judgment of damnation... we can be SAVED!

The word Saved actually means “rescued”. I was saved or I was rescued when I accepted, by faith, Jesus Christ into my life as my Savior and my Lord. In doing this, Jesus rescued me by forgiving me of my sins and rebellion against His Law. God, through Jesus’s price on the Cross, no longer counts my sins against me, but has erased them and rescued me from death, giving me, through His grace eternal life with Him. 
· Ephesians 2:8–9
God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.


Why Do We Need To Be Saved?
Simple answer, as I mentioned earlier, Sin. Sin is the reason we need to be saved. 

1. We need to be saved because we are totally lost & enslaved to sin.
It’s not that we need to save ourselves, as we cannot do so, but that we need to be saved. The Bible teaches the total depravity of the human race; that is, every aspect of our being has been corrupted by sin. 
· Romans 3:9
Well then, should we conclude that we Jews are better than others? No, not at all, for we have already shown that all people, whether Jews or Gentiles, are under the power of sin.

· Romans 3:10–12 
There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one” 

· In our natural state, we are held in Satan’s snare and bound by his will:
· 2 Timothy 2:25-27
5 Gently instruct those who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will change those people’s hearts, and they will learn the truth. 26 Then they will come to their senses and escape from the devil’s trap. For they have been held captive by him to do whatever he wants.


2. We need to be saved because we are under God’s wrath and judgement 
· We are “By our very nature subject to God’s anger” (Ephesians 2:3). Without salvation, we stand condemned: 
· John 3:18
...whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.

We need Jesus Christ, the Righteous One, to quench the wrath of God and receive our judgment.


3. We need to be saved because we are spiritually dead. 
· Before salvation, we are “dead in our sins” 
· Colossians 2:13
You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins.

Dead people can do nothing for themselves. We need resurrection. We need the life-giving power of Christ, who alone can conquer death to give us life and life abundant! 


4. We need to be saved because our hearts are hardened by evil. 
· Jeremiah 17:9 
The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. Who really knows how bad it is?

Before we are saved, we are as Eph 4:18 says “full of darkness; wandering far from the life God gives because we have closed our minds and hardened our hearts against him. 

The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those who are living of themselves and in the flesh cannot please God
· Romans 8:7–8
7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God’s laws, and it never will. 8 That’s why those who are still under the control of their sinful nature can never please God. 

We need Gods salvation to reconcile our hearts and to be aligned with God’s will. Our human nature tends to drift toward self, pride, and comfort. No amount of effort, discipline, or good intention can fully change that on its own. Only through salvation can God reach the deepest places of our hearts—healing what’s broken, softening what’s hardened, and reshaping our desires to reflect His. Saving us! 

When we are saved we receive the Holy Spirit, and he works within us! He doesn’t just correct our behavior; He transforms our lives and motives. He teaches us to love what He loves, how to pursue what pleases Him, and to surrender our will so His can be done through us. We become Born Again (more on that next week)


5. We need to be saved because we are in danger of hell. 
· Hebrews 9:27 tells us “after death comes judgment and, if we die without God’s salvation, we will meet the same fate as the rich man who lifted up his eyes “in Hades, being in torment” Jesus provides a very real glimpse of Hell in a parable he shares in
· Luke 16:19-25
19 Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed in purple and fine linen and who lived each day in luxury. 20 At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. 21 As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and lick his open sores. 22 “Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet.[a] The rich man also died and was buried,23 and he went to the place of the dead.[b] There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side.24 “The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’ 25 “But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over to us from there.’ 27 “Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at least send him to my father’s home. 28 For I have five brothers, and I want him to warn them so they don’t end up in this place of torment.’

· Hell is a very real eternal place. It wasn’t created for us
· Matt. 25:41 - “Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons”

· It is a place of utter separation from God. It is where those who reject the free gift of salvation through Jesus will spend eternity. 
· 2 Thess. 1:9 - They will be punished with eternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from his glorious power.

· It will be a place of tormenting horror
· Rev. 20:10 - "And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever"

· God desires everyone to miss it and be saved 
· 1 Timothy 2:3
This is good and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth.

We need a Savior to rescue us from a fate literally worse than death.

Closing,
During the Spanish-American War, Clara Barton was overseeing the work of the Red Cross in Cuba. One day Colonel Theodore Roosevelt came to her, wanted to buy food for his sick and wounded Rough Riders. But she refused to sell him any. Roosevelt was perplexed. His men needed the help and he was prepared to pay out of his own funds. When he asked someone why he could not buy the supplies, he was told, "Colonel, just ask for it!" A smile broke over Roosevelt's face. Now he understood--the provisions were not for sale. All he had to do was simply ask and they would be given freely.

Truth is we are all in dire need of salvation by our various aspects of sin, all of which include our past, present and future. This is what makes the free gift of salvation so awesome! God’s salvation wipes away ALL of our sins and changes our eternal life destination and all we have to do is simply ask and it will be given freely!  

When we receive salvation, we are saved from the penalty of sin. Jesus paid for our sin on the cross and when we trust Him for salvation, we are forgiven and justified (Just if you’d never done it) before God! A person who is justified has been saved:
· Romans 5:1
Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.

We need a Redeemer to liberate us and in Christ we “have been set free from sin” 
· Romans 6:18
Now you are free from your slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to righteous living.

Salvation truly cost you nothing. Jesus paid the price for your eternity with Him! The gift of salvation is truly free. 
· Ephesians 2:8
God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 
· 2 Cor. 9:15
Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words!

What Must I Do to be saved today?
To be saved doesn’t require you to change at all! No change is needed on your part to come to the cross. JESUS SAVES YOU WHEN YOU REPENT OF YOUR SINS AND TRUST IN WHO HE IS! The only things needed are faith with confession and repentant heart.
· Romans 10:13
13 For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Faith
· Acts 16:31a
Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved...

· Romans 10:13
13 For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

· Romans 10:9
If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

· Romans 10:10
For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved.

Confession / Repentance
· Acts 3:19
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.

· 1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Salvation Prayer:

If you prayed this prayer in faith believing, you are saved this morning, and we welcome to the family! Here’s what your decision means! 
· PSALM 103:12 
He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west.
Being saved means your sins have been completely forgiven and removed.

· PSALM 51:9-10
Remove the stain of my guilt. Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Being saved means the stain of guilt has been washed away. Guilt doesn’t just appear to be gone—it is gone! You are given a clean slate!

· JOHN 5:24 
“I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God who sent me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they have already passed from death into life.”
Being saved means you are assured of living forever in heaven. What greater hope could you have?

Homework for next week, read John 3:1-18. It’s a conversation Jesus has with a religious leader/Pharisee named Nicodemus. Jesus quotes that “You must be born again,” Notice while you read and even study this conversation, Jesus speaks of necessity in this. Being saved, receiving the new birth, is not just a nice idea or a divine suggestion. It is the deepest need of the human soul: “You must be born again to inherit the Kingdom of God”

Next week, we’ll look at the very next step after you’ve been saved...Living Born again!
Receiving God’s free gift of salvation is the decision to begin your walk with Jesus — living “Born Again” is the daily action of walking with Him.

