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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
NOVEMBER 30, 2025    10 AM 
 
PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL    T    SEEK THE THIRSTY    T   TEACH THE WORD 

 
 

   Preparation   
 

OPENING HYMN   

The Advent of Our King  LSB 331 
 

 

 
 
5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
The sinful self be put away, 
    The new self now put on. 

 
D 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one 
    Through all eternity. 

 
INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION          
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
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C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9   

 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 
P Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

   Service of the Word   
 
INTROIT  Psalm 118:25-28; antiphon: Zeph. 9:9b, alt.        
 

P Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 
C Save us, we pray, O Lord!  O Lord, we pray, give us success!    
 

P Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
C The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
 Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar!    
 

P You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
C You are my God; I will extol you. 
 

C    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
KYRIE  LSB, p. 152-153           
 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy.    
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy.    
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P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy.    
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy.    
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
SALUTATION    
 

P The Lord be with you.      
C And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 

P Let us pray. 
C Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we 

may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by 
Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

2It shall come to pass in the latter days 
 that the mountain of the house of the Lord 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, 
 and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
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 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 
 come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING Romans 13:8-14 
 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law.  9The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and 
any other commandment, are summed up in this word:  “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 
 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake 
from sleep.  For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.  12The 
night is far gone; the day is at hand.  So then let us cast off the works of dark-
ness and put on the armor of light.  13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, 
not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in 
quarreling and jealousy.  14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise) 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the 
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the 
village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 
with her.  Untie them and bring them to me.  3If anyone says anything to you, 
you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.”  4This took 
place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5“Say to the daughter of 
Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 
 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.  7They brought the 
donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them.  8Most 
of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road.  9And the crowds that went before him and 
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that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!”  10And when he 
entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?”  11And 
the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth. 
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
       The third day He rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
   of God the Father Almighty. 
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 
SERMON HYMN   

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  LSB 341 
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SERMON “Rhythm of Hope” Rev. Randy Haedge 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY  LSB, p. 192-193 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

   Service of the Sacrament   

 
PREFACE   
 

P The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts.  Col. 3:1  

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Ps. 136  

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming 
Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape 
from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.  Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS   

Holy, Holy, Holy  LSB 507, v. 4 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 
those whom You created.  You sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, into this world to redeem us fallen and sinful creatures.  As 

 we receive His body and blood in this sacred Meal, strengthen our faith 
until You turn it to sight.  Hear us now as we pray in His name and in the 
words He has taught us: 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

 
PAX DOMINI  John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  ~ Welcome to the Lord’s Table.  (An usher will direct you.) 
 
DISTRIBUTION SONG    
 

Come As You Are  CCLI #7017790 
 

Come out of sadness from wherever you've been. 
Come, broken-hearted, let rescue begin. 

Come find your mercy.  O sinner come kneel; 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal, 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal. 

 
Chorus:  Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame. 

All who are broken lift up your face. 
O wanderer, come home; You're not too far. 

So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, come as you are. 
 

There's hope for the hopeless and all those who've strayed: 
Come sit at the table, come taste the grace. 
There's rest for the weary, rest that endures. 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't cure.  Chorus 
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There's joy for the morning.  O sinner, be still. 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal. 

Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can't heal.  Chorus 
 

Come as you are… 

 
DISTRIBUTION SONG    
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  CCLI #31999 
 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us, 
Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

 
Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a King; 
Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit, 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS    Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION    Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN      
Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring  LSB 353 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                   
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