Space for God Be Ready

PREPARATION

¢ In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit ®

For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on
us.

Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when he returns, we can
live with him forever.

So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing. . .

1 Thessalonians 5:9-11a

WORSHIP

Therefore, since we have been made right in God's sight by faith, we have peace
with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.

Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privi-
lege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to
sharing God'’s glory. We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials,
for we know that they help us develop endurance.

Romans 5:1-3

CONFESSION

Wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is almost dead. | find
that your actions do not meet the requirements of my God. Go back to what you
heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly.

Repent and turn to me again. If you don’t wake up, | will come to you suddenly,
as unexpected as a thief.

Revelation 3:2-3

MEDITATION — Matthew 24:36-44 *

H owever, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even
the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. “When the Son
of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah's day. In those days before the flood, the
people were enjoying banquets and parties and weddings right up to the time Noah
entered his boat. People didn't realize what was going to happen until the flood
came and swept them all away. That is the way it will be when the Son of Man
comes.

"Two men will be working together

in the field; one will be taken, the IN SOLITUDE AND/OR COMMUNITY

other left. Two women will be grind- | Read Slowly, several times.

ing flour at the mill; one will be tak- Reflect What does the text say?

en, the other left.

"So you, too, must keep watch! For
you don’t know what day your Lord is

Respond  How does it relate to my life?

Rest | welcome God'’s healing and renewal.

coming. Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming,
he would keep watch and not permit his house to be broken into. You also must be
ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come when least expected.

ANCHORING PRAYER

Come Lord Jesus, come.

REVIEW OF THE HEART

Am | ready for Jesus to come back?

What can | do today to be more prepared for his immanent return?

WISDOM

For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly,
like a thief in the night.
1 Thessalonians 5:2

And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage
one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.
Hebrews 10:25

And God did not spare the ancient world—except for Noah and the seven others
in his family. Noah warned the world of God's righteous judgment. So God
protected Noah when he destroyed the world of ungodly people with a vast
flood.

2 Peter 2:5

TESTIMONY Whatis God saying to me?
INTERCESSION Prayers for the Church, for others, and for me.

BENEDICTION

Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way,

and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless until our Lord
Jesus Christ comes again.

God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.

e Amen °

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
SPACE FOR GOD DAILY

Be still and quiet before God.
Seek the Holy Spirit’s filling and guidance.
Speak, act, and serve from a listening heart.
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