


All Saints Anglican Church
6904 Lougheed Highway, Agassiz, B.C. V0M 1A0
Bulletin November 24th, 2025 – November 30th, 2025




‘The ground we walk does not belong to us; for thousands of years it has been - and remains - the territory of the Stó:lō. We are grateful for their sharing.

Phone: 604-796-3553
Website: www.allsaints-agassiz.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsFamily
OUR DOOR IS OPEN AND ALL ARE WELCOME
November 30th, 2025, First Sunday of Advent
Priest in Charge: The Reverend Philip Barker
Hosts: Graham Featherstone/Jennifer Pinlac
Intercessor: Jennifer Pinlac
Lay Administrator: Dorothy Cresswell
Announcer: Virginia Jennings
Organ/Piano: Francesca Froehlich
Readers: Lynn Laughlin/Sheila Barker
Vicar’s cell phone: Revd. Philip Barker. 778-867-2461[image: Telephone with solid fill]

Vicar’s Warden: Ginny Jennings. 604-796-2206
People’s Warden: Lynn Laughlin. 604-799-5131
Parish email:   revpb1950@gmail.com
Please contact either warden if you have an issue that needs to be brought to the attention of the Vicar - or contact the Vicar direct (see above for details).

All Saint’s Calendar/Announcements:

· Book Club has chosen the next book, "The Watchmaker's Daughter" by Larry Loftis, and we will be starting on November 5th. It is the true story of Corrie ten Boom, who helped her family hide Jewish and other refugees during WWII, survived Ravensbruck concentration camp and went on to be an evangelist across the globe. Some of you may have read her autobiography, "No Hiding Place".[image: A person looking at the back of a book cover  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


The book is $24.99 0n Amazon.  There is no Kindle option 
on Amazon but the Kobo e-book on the indigo.ca website 
is $13.99. Please email Sheila at sjbarker0369@gmail.com 
if you would like to join the group discussions or 
have her order a book for you.

· Bible Study with Karol is every Saturday morning 0830-0900 on Zoom.

· Prayer Requests can be given on a piece of paper to either of the Wardens or the Vicar or entered in the Prayer Request Book on the lectern. Alternatively, you can contact Anthea Lewis at antheamlewis@shaw.ca for Pray First Prayer Circle, which is a confidential online prayer circle.

· Music Requests may be given to the Wardens or the Vicar.

· AA meets in the hall every Tuesday and Friday at noon.

· Every Thursday in the hall 1100-1200 we have a social time with coffee, games if you like or just talk.  

· At 1000-1100 on Thursdays there is an Interactive Bible Study on the day’s Lectionary readings.  All are welcome – discover the treasures in this amazing book!  

· 5th Sunday of each month will be a potluck lunch after the service. Our next potluck is Sunday November 30th, 2025 – Bring something to share and your appetite!

· Food Bank Donations – only one week left to bring non-perishable food for our basket. We will be donating everything collected the first week of December in time for Christmas hampers. 

[image: Holiday wreath with solid fill]
Christmas Services
Wednesday, December 24th, Christmas Eve, at 1600 (4.00pm)
Nine Lessons and Carols

Thursday, December 25th, Christmas Day, at 1000


Ministerial Meandering
When you don’t know

Back when I was still learning my trade as a surgeon, I had a colleague who was on a different orthopaedic team, working for a different boss.  These were the days of proper apprenticeship where you took your orders from your boss and followed them to the letter.  You also sat alongside him in every clinic, until he felt you were sufficiently experienced to start seeing patients on your own.  Even then you would have to present them to him, demonstrate the physical signs, and explain your plan of proposed management.  You were his first assistant in the Operating Theatre, and expected to intuitively know exactly what move he would want to make next, what instrument he would need to use, and how not to get in his light or block his view.  There was always the old saw of “Would you like the sutures cut too long or too short this morning, Sir?”  A comment which could have you looking for another job the same day - and without a reference.

My colleague, whose name was Nick, worked for a boss who said to him one morning, “A man who knows what he doesn’t know, is a man of power.”
I have thought about this often, and come to the conclusion that it is an oxymoron; in other words, it can’t be true because it doesn’t make sense.  After all, you cannot possibly know what you don’t know.  But you can know that you don’t know - and that might make you ‘a man of power’, in that knowing your level of ignorance and knowledge is a safeguard against hubris and bullshit.  Perhaps I misheard what Nick told me all those years ago; who knows?

It leads on into life in general, however, and I have just started another very challenging book; ‘Beyond Good and Evil’ by Friedrich Nietzsche.  He starts with the challenge that we know what is good and virtuous - and then asks if perhaps we’ve had it wrong all the time, and that selfishness and evil are in fact the way to go.  I confess that by the time I had read the first chapter, I was very confused.  I think it is not a book to be read last thing at night before sleep!  I think that possibly an annual of Garfield or Far Side cartoons might be less challenging.

Nevertheless, I believe that trying to improve our knowledge and educate ourselves throughout our lives is a good thing to do, but it goes hand in hand with retaining the ability to acknowledge when we don’t know.  I have a lot of respect for those who can own up to the fact that they don’t have all the answers.
Having had to present papers at a lot of national and international fora, I have been asked questions following my talks to which I have had no answer.  I think it is much better to admit that I have no answer than to try and bluster my way through some invented response on the spur of the moment.  You will always be found out.

The same is true of questions of faith.  If any of us knew all about God then He (or whatever you envisage as your God or Higher Power) then He wouldn’t be that.  If you understand God - then He isn’t God.  By definition, we cannot understand the incomprehensible.  That would be another oxymoron.
Beware, therefore, of all those overconfident preachers who would tell you that they have all the answers.  They don’t - and you should be able to catch the miasma of methane coming from their direction.

If I don’t know the answers to your questions, I will tell you so.

Philip+


Truth and Reconciliation
Thank you for the very positive response to the invitation to the current Table Talks series. I had to limit the numbers in the group because it is meant to be a series of small group conversations. Several people were disappointed, so I plan to run the series a second time, probably after Christmas.
Please let me know as soon as possible at sjbarker0379@gmail.com  if you would like to join. Feel free to ask those taking part now for their feedback.
[image: Funny face outline with solid fill]A Little Chuckle
Moses was leading his people through the desert for 40 years. It seems, even in Biblical times men avoided asking the way.
Birthdays this Month [image: Cake with solid fill] November

Pascal Veltman – 6				Greg Veltman – 16		
Claudia Cojocar – 17			Dana Vansickle – 18
Bill Green – 22				Sylvia Poole – 25 


Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We Pray for the Clergy and Congregation: 

Dean Chris Pappas (Burrard); St. Andrew, Langley – Archdeacon Andrew Halladay; St. Mary Magdalene, Vancouver - The Revd Tasha Carrothers

Anglican Church of Canada Cycle of Prayer – We Pray for:

The people of the Anglican Church of Canada

Collect 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to us in great humility, that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Isaiah 2:1-5									Lynn Laughlin

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:

2 In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established
    as the highest of the mountains;
it will be exalted above the hills,
    and all nations will stream to it.
3 Many peoples will come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
    to the temple of the God of Jacob.
He will teach us his ways,
    so that we may walk in his paths.”
The law will go out from Zion,
    the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4 He will judge between the nations
    and will settle disputes for many peoples.
They will beat their swords into plowshares
    and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation,
    nor will they train for war anymore.
5 Come, descendants of Jacob,
    let us walk in the light of the Lord.


Psalm 122
1 I rejoiced with those who said to me,
    “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
2 Our feet are standing
    in your gates, Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built like a city
    that is closely compacted together.
4 That is where the tribes go up—
    the tribes of the Lord—
to praise the name of the Lord 
    according to the statute given to Israel.
5 There stand the thrones for judgment,
    the thrones of the house of David.
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
    “May those who love you be secure.
7 May there be peace within your walls
    and security within your citadels.”
8 For the sake of my family and friends,
    I will say, “Peace be within you.”
9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,
    I will seek your prosperity.

Romans 13:11-14								Sheila Barker

11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 
12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 


Matthew 24:36-44						Vicar Philip Barker
36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.

42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.


Odds and Ends
$Donations and Tax Receipts$
Only 4 more weeks before we welcome 2026. Please keep this in mind as all donations for the 2025 tax year must be received and deposited prior to end of December.

Baptisms
On Advent Sunday (30th November) we are privileged to be baptizing Lyric, and renewing the baptismal vows of Claudia and Valerie.

[image: Present outline]
White Wrapped Gifts
We are collecting gifts for donation to local families in need. We are asking people to wrap the gift(s) in white paper and include a tag indicating the age of the recipient. We will collect them under the Christmas Tree.
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.Sigﬁnm Stevens €& CThomas Merton

caleh van der Leek

6th of December 2025
All-Saints Anglican Church, Agassiz
6:30 PM

Join Caleb van der Leek for a live performance of Seven Swans by
Sufian Stevens, interwoven with reflections from his recent master's
thesis on Thomas Merton. Entry by donation for All-Saints Anglican
Church. Coffee and snacks to follow.

Please RSVP @ bit.ly/sevenswans
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