
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL  
First Sunday of Advent 

November 30, 2025 
 
Welcome – Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in 
the pews. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
C Amen. 
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P Compassionate One, 
C We confess that we have not loved you with all our heart, mind, and 
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven 
others as we have been forgiven.  We have been angry, selfish, and dishonest. 
Forgive us, Lord. Help us to love you more than anything else and to love 
others the way you love us. 
Amen. 
 
P Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, whose wrongs are pardoned. 
 Happy is the one whom the Lord does not accuse of doing wrong and who is free 
from all deceit. As a called and ordained minister, I proclaim to you God’s 
forgiveness. In Him, you are set free. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 
 
Peace:  As baptized and forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and 
peace with one another. 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  
 
P Let us share that peace with one another.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn: “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” | Red Book #240 V.1 ONLY 

 
 
 
 
 



Hymn: “My Lord, What a Morning” | Red Book 438 

 
 
 
 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you.  
 
 



 



 Hymn of Praise 

 



P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 
Will you pray with me?  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
First Reading – Isaiah 2:1-5 | Pew Bible #548 

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days 
to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 
3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that 
we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations and shall 
arbitrate for many peoples;they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither 
shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of 
the Lord! 
R The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God  
 
Psalm 122 
1 Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand 
and holy arm have won the victory. 
2 O Lord, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your 
righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the 
ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and 
sing.  
5 Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, 
the Lord. 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before 
the Lord, who comes to judge the earth. 
9 The Lord will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity. 
 
 
 
 



Second Reading – Romans 13:11-14 | Pew Bible #919 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not 
in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
R The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
 

 
Gospel Reading – Matthew 24:36-44 | Pew Bible #799 
C Glory to you, O Lord 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept 
them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be 
in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding 
meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, 
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if 
the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, 
he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour 
you do not expect.” 
C Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon by Pastor Mike Rahlf  
 
Sermon Hymn: “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying | Red Book #436 

 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                      *Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 
 
Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “God of grace,” please 
respond, “Hear our prayer.” 
Offering:  Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit 
ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord. 
 

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website 
with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during 
communion. 
 

Offering Prayer 
P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is 
good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the 
earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. 

C Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Faith Lutheran website link 
www.shareourfaith.org 



 
Holy Communion  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
 

C The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion Distribution 

 



Communion Hymn: “He Came Down | Red Book #436 

 
 
 
Communion Prayer 
P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 



Hymn: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” | Red Book #244 

 
Dismissal 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under  
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23628 

 
 
 
 
 
 


