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We acknowledge that in Kingston we are situated on traditional territory of the Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, and Huron Wendat 

peoples. We seek a new relationship with the original peoples of this land, one rooted in and based upon honour and deep respect. 
 

The flowers on the high altar are given to the Glory of God and with gratitude 
for family, good friends and wonderful pets from Jen & Tom Carey 



 
WELCOME TO ST. GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL 

Welcome to worship at St George’s Cathedral. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, and whether you are 
joining in the nave or via the livestream, you are welcome here! Please join us for refreshments and fellowship 

following the service. We are thrilled you have decided to worship with us! 
 

The Gathering of the Community 
Prelude 
The people’s responses are in bold. 
 

Processional Hymn | Sung by all, standing as able.

 
Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign. 
 

2 Every eye shall now behold him 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced and nailed him to the Tree, 
deeply wailing, 
shall the true Messiah see. 

3 Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears, 
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers: 
with what rapture 
gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 

4 Yea, Amen, let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine own: 
Alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

  

Helmsley 
Melody noted by Thomas Olivers 1725-99 

Charles Wesley 1707-88 
John Cennick 1718-55 

 

The people are seated. 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
The people stand as able at the invitation of the Celebrant. 
The Lighting of the Advent Candle 
Celebrant​ Jesus said, ‘Keep awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.’ 
People​ Amen. Come soon, Lord Jesus! 
 

The first candle is lit. 
Celebrant​ Jesus is the light of the world. 

 
 



Celebrant​ A light no darkness can ever extinguish. 
Candle Lighting Hymn | Sung by all. 

 
Advent candles tell their story  
as we watch and pray, 
longing for the Day of Glory, 
‘Come, Lord, soon,’ we say. 
Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness, 
changed for gladness on that Day. 
 

 

Angel Voices 
E. G. Monk 1819-1900 

Mark Earey 
Copyright © 2002 Mark Earey 

 
The Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with you all. 
People​ ​ And also with you. 
Celebrant​ Almighty God, 
People​ ​ to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
The Collect for the Day 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour of light, now 
in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility, that on 
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The people are seated. 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
The Proclamation of the Word 

The First Lesson | Isaiah 2:1-5 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the 
mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised 
above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and 
that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light 
of the Lord! 

Reader​ The word of the Lord.​  
​ People​ Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 122| Sung by the choir 
REFRAIN I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord."​
I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord."​
Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. R​
Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself;​
To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the 
Lord. R​
For there are the thrones of judgement, the thrones of the house of David.​
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who love you. R​
Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers.​
For my brethren and companions' sake, I pray for your prosperity.​
Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek to do you good." R 
 
The Second Lesson | Romans 13:11-14 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. 
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as 
in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling 
and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires. 

Reader​ ​ The word of the Lord. 
​ People​ ​ Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



 

 
 



Gradual Hymn | Sung by all. 

 
The advent of our King 
our prayers must now employ, 
and we must hymns of welcome sing 
in strains of holy joy. 
 
2 The everlasting Son 
incarnate deigns to be; 
himself a servant's form puts on, 
to set his servants free. 
 
3 Daughter of Sion, rise 
to meet thy lowly King; 
nor let thy faithless heart despise 
the peace he comes to bring. 
 

4 As judge, on clouds of light, 
he soon will come again, 
and his true members all unite 
with him in heaven to reign. 
 
5 All glory to the Son 
who comes to set us free, 
with Father, Spirit, ever One, 
through all eternity. 

St Thomas 
From Aaron Williams’ New Universal Psalmodist 1770 

Charles Coffin 1676-1749 
tr. John Chandler 1808-76 

 

The Holy Gospel | Matthew 24:36-44 
 

Gospeller​​ The Lord be with you. 
​ People​ ​ And also with you. 

Gospeller​​ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
​ People​ ​ Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 
Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner 
of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

Gospeller​​ The Gospel of Christ. 

 
 



People​ ​ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.​  
The Sermon ​ The Ven Bob Hales 

Silence may be kept. The people stand as able. 
The Nicene Creed​ ​  
Celebrant​ Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
People​ We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 
 

​ We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 

 

​ We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the 
Father. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 

​ We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The people adopt a posture of prayer as they wish. 
The Prayers of the People 
 

Confession & Absolution​ ​  
Celebrant ​ Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes 

sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  Most merciful God, 

People​ we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Celebrant​ Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 



People​ ​ Amen. 
 
The people stand as able. 
The Peace 
Celebrant​ The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People​ ​ And also with you. 
 
During the hymn, an offering is received to support the mission and ministry of the Cathedral. If you are able, please consider 
supporting as the plate is passed or by visiting www.stgeorgescathedral.ca/give. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 
Offertory Hymn | Sung by all. 

 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love the Guest is on the way. 
 
2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
That in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love the Rose is on the way. 

3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 
Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love the Star is on the way. 
 
4 Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Him who cometh from the east. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

  

Besançon Carol 
French traditional carol 

Eleanor Farjeon 1881-1965 

 
The Prayer Over the Gifts 
Celebrant​ God of love and power, your word stirs within us the expectation of the coming of 

your Son. Accept all we offer you this day, and sustain us with your promise of 
eternal life. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 
 



 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant​ The Lord be with you. 

​ People​ ​ And also with you. 
Celebrant​ Lift up your hearts. 

​ People​ ​ We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

​ People​ ​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant​ Blessed are you, gracious, God, creator of heave and earth; we give you thanks and  
​ ​ Praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the fullness of time came among us in 
​ ​ our flesh and opened to us the way of salvation.  Now we watch for the day when he 
​ ​ will come again in power and great triumph to judge this world, that we, without 
​ ​ shame or fear, may rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, 
​ ​ joining our voices with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
​ ​ who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name. 
 
People​ ​ Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
​ ​ Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
​ ​ Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant​ We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made  
​ ​ known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken ​
​ ​ through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in ​
​ ​ these last days, you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour 
​ ​ and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil and made us ​
​ ​ worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out ​
​ of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 
 



Therefore, Father, according to his command, 
People​ ​ We remember his death, 
​ ​ We proclaim his resurrection, 
​ ​ We await his coming in glory; 
 
Celebrant​ and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 
​ ​ presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may 
be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us 
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring 
us to that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People​ ​ Amen. ​ ​  
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant​ And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People​ ​ Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy  
​ ​ will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And  
​ ​ forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And  
​ ​ lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
​ ​ the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant​ God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 
People​ ​ Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
 
 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion in this Church. Please move to the rail at the direction of 
the ushers. You may receive the bread in open and outstretched hands, responding: “Amen.” Gluten-free wafers are 
available; please make your need known to the minister. If you prefer to not receive wine from the common cup, you 
may simply touch the base of the chalice, again responding: “Amen.” Should you wish to receive a blessing, please 
indicate that to the priest by crossing your arms over your chest. 
 
 
 



 
 
The Prayer after Communion 
Celebrant​ God for whom we wait, you have fed us with the bread of eternal life. Keep us ever 

watchful, that we may be ready to stand before the Son of man. We ask this in the 
name of Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 

Celebrant​ Glory to God, 
People​ whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory 

to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

 
The Blessing 
Celebrant​ Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who 

journey with us. And so make haste to love, and be swift to be kind; And may the 
God who travels with us, the God of pilgrimage, the God of Hope, bless, care and 
keep you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always.  

People​ ​ Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant​ Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People​ ​ Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Recessional Hymn | Sung by all

 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
Longing for truth, we turn to You. 
Make us Your own, Your holy people 
Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 

 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 

Longing for food, many are hungry 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us Your bread, broken for others 
Shared until all are fed. 
 
Longing for shelter, many are homeless 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us Your building, sheltering others 
Walls made of living stone. 
 
Many the gift, many the people 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another 
Making Your kingdom come. 

  

Christ, be our Light 
Bernadette Farrell b. 1957 

Bernadette Farrell b. 1957 
© 1993, 2020, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE A- 738803. 

All rights reserved 

Postlude 
The postlude concludes our worship service, sending us forth into the week ahead. You may choose to remain seated for the 
duration or depart following the closing hymn. 

 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS AT THE CATHEDRAL 
Learn more at www.stgeorgescathedral.ca/christmas 

 
Advent Lessons & Carols | TODAY • 4:30pm 

Choral Evensong | Wednesday, December 3 • 7pm 
G.F. Handel’s Messiah | Wednesday, December 17 • 6pm (ticketed event) 

Christmas Lessons & Carols | Sunday, December 21 • 4:30pm 
Christmas Eve | 4:00pm • 7:00pm • 9:30pm 

Christmas Day | 10:00am 

 
 



 
 

This Week’s Service Schedule 
Midweek Eucharist | Wednesday, 12:15pm 

Choral Evensong | Wednesday, 7:00pm 
Coventry Litany of Reconciliation | Friday, 12:00pm 

 
Next Week’s Schedule:  The Second Sunday of Advent | Sunday, December 7 

8am Said Eucharist | 10:30am Choral Eucharist 
Eric Friesen, preacher 

The Very Rev. Douglas Michael, presider 
 
 

Support the Cathedral 
The work of this Cathedral is made possible entirely through the support of individuals like you. If you are able, 

please consider donating as the plate is passed, by visiting www.stgeorgescathedral.ca, or by using the debit/credit 
card ‘tap’ machine in the narthex. Thank you for your generosity. 

 
Until December 31, all are invited to participate in the Slay the Dragon fundraising challenge. Donations received 

up to $25,000 will be matched by a donor to support and sustain the Cathedral’s ministry and presence in 
Kingston. Use the special envelopes in the pew or visit www.stgeorgescathedral.ca/slay to give online. 

 
LEADING THE SERVICE 

PREACHER 
PRESIDER 
DEACON 
MUSICIANS 

The Ven. Bob Hales 
The Rev. Canon Peter Case 
The Rev. Dr. Reagan Gale 
Brad Barbeau 
The Cathedral Choir 

 

ASSISTING WTH THE SERVICE 
READER 
SERVER 
LAY MINSTERS 
LIVESTREAM 
 

Elizabeth Taylor 
Derek Falkner & Gerald Courage 
Sarah Earl & Jim Parrish 
Derek Falkner & Peter McCubbin 

INTERCESSOR 
VERGER 
SIDESPEOPLE 
 

Irene Courage 
Jane Kirkpatrick 
Larry Norman &  
Heather Buchan 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER: Eucharistic Prayer #3 
 

The Cathedral Church of Saint George​
270 King Street East at Johnson Street​
P.O. Box 475, Kingston, ON K7L 4W5​

Phone: 613-548-4617 Email: office@stgeorgescathedral.ca​
Web: www.stgeorgescathedral.ca Facebook: @stgeorgeskingston 

 

 

 
 


