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A little girl had learned in Sunday school that Jesus is always with us.  So that night, when she was frightened by a strange noise in the hallway, she decided to “activate” Jesus the same way her older brother activated his smart speaker.

So she sat up in bed, cleared her throat, and called into the dark:
“Okay Jesus… turn on hallway lights!”  Nothing.  She tried again, a bit louder:  “Hey Jesus! Turn on hallway lights to maximum brightness!”

Still nothing.

Now nervous and frustrated, she stomped upstairs.  “Mom, our Jesus is broken.”
…
As unlikely as it sounds, Christmas is coming, and today we’re starting our Advent series, “Lord at Thy Birth”.  We are going to be looking at the first few chapters in John.  And John doesn’t start with a nativity scene like other Gospels, instead it starts with a correction.  John confronts our broken ideas about who Jesus is.

But before we jump into that turn around and make a group of 3 or 4 with the people behind you.  We’ve got 5 minutes to cover the three questions on the screen.  So each person gets a minute-fifteen.  Go.
1.) Hi, my name is _____
2.) Pick one word that describes how Christmas feels for you this year and give a one sentence explanation.
3.) One thing I hope God does in me this Advent is…

Grab your Bible and open to John 1.  Would you stand with me as we come before God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord.

[Read John 1:1-14]

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.

In his Gospel John is going to argue that Jesus came to save the world in three years – a massive mission.  And so John starts by giving us Jesus’ resume – who He is, and why He’s uniquely capable of doing what He came to do.  And today that resume has four parts:  Jesus is the Word, He is the Light, He is the Life and He is God made flesh.  And unpacking those four sections is where we are going.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Outline adapted from J.D. Greear https://summitchurch.com/message/in-the-beginning-wasjesus (Accessed November 26, 2025)] 


So first, Jesus is the Word.  John begins in verse 1 saying
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1)

When I was in grade 11, I visited Trinity Western University for a trial weekend.  We stayed in the dorms, ate cafeteria food, watched a volleyball game and of course attend a couple lectures.  

At the time I thought politics sounded interesting, so I chose a poli-sci class.  And I’m glad I did because it was the last political science class I ever took.  I still remember sitting there as the professor spoke English words – mostly words I knew – but none of it made any sense.  It was all completely over my head.

And the introduction to John’s Gospel can feel like that.  The biggest word in verse one is “beginning” which seems manageable, but the content here is like undersea mining in the Mariana Trench.  It’s deep!

But John doesn’t leave us without direction.  So his first words – “In the beginning” echo Genesis 1 and tell us where he’s going.  And this isn’t an accident.  Matthew starts his Gospel tracing Jesus’ lineage back to Abraham; Luke goes back to Adam, but John takes us back to creation and beyond.  So Genesis begins:
	In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)

And how did God do it?  Not with a shovel.  Not with a magic wand.  He spoke.  In fact the most repeated word in Genesis 1 is “said.”  “And God said, let there be light” and creation burst into existence.  But John’s not doing a recap here, his staggering claim is that the Word God spoke wasn’t a sound, it was a Person.  Jesus is the Word.  He says:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1)
	
Now this is thick.  How can the Word be both God and with God at the same time?  
…
If you’ve ever had a Morman or Jehovah’s Witness tell you about what you’ve gotten wrong with your faith, they will always bring up this verse.  And they are going to say that there should be an article in front of the second word “God”.  So it should say “The Word was with God and the Word was a god.”

So they say “Jesus is important, but He wasn’t actually God.”  And in case you are wondering this is grammatically possible in the Greek.  

But the problem is when you translate a passage from one language to another you don’t just translate one word, you translate the whole paragraph.  And the paragraph gives you the context necessary to make decisions like whether or not to put an article in or not.  And in the next verses John takes this off the table.  He writes:
Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. (John 1:3)

In other words Jesus is not a created being.  If everything created came through Him, then He cannot be one of the things He created.  He is uncreated.  And only God is uncreated.  Therefore Jesus is God.
…
Okay, fine.  Where to from here?  Well, if you hoped things were going to get easier from here you’d be mistaken because next John says, “the Word was with God.”  Now how can Jesus be both God and with God at the same time?  Well, here is where we meet the mystery of the Trinity.  There is one God, but He exists eternally in three persons.  And each person is distinct and yet one Being.  Which makes complete sense, right?  No!

If that fries your brain – good.  That means you’re paying attention.  We’re trying to describe the God who made us so of course He’s not going to fit neatly within our understanding.  At best we can come up with analogies.  And C.S. was a genius of analogy so let’s go to him.
…
In “Mere Christianity” Lewis asks us to imagine a 2-D world created by a 3-D God – got it?  The creatures in that 2-D world would only know flat shapes like lines or squares.  A cube would be unimaginable.  To us a cube is six squares in one object, but to them it would sound like a contradiction.  And Lewis says this is a bit like the Trinity.  It seems contradictory because it’s beyond us.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  C.S. Lewis “Mere Christianity” – Found in the chapter titled “Beyond Personality.”] 


Okay, let’s take it one step further.  Now imagine that 3-D God wanted to enter His 2-D creation.  It would be like a cube passing through a piece of paper.  And if He entered point first imagine how those 2-D creatures would perceive Him.  He would first appear out of nowhere as a point on the page and then grow to be a large square and then shrink back down to a point and disappear.  It would be a mind job.  But it’s the only way a higher-dimensional being could show Himself to a lower-dimensional creature.

And that’s what John is doing with the term “Word.”  He’s giving us a metaphor – a window into something bigger than we can fully grasp.  So think about how communication works.  

All communication begins with a thought in your mind.  Then you shape that thought into words other people can understand, and then your vocal cords turn those words into sound waves that travel through the air to another person.  Thought, language, breath.  Three aspects – yet one communication. 

And of course you would never say “I heard Dan’s words, but I didn’t hear Dan.”  My words are me.  Now this is just an analogy, and all analogies break down, but it helps us glimpse what John wants us to see.  The Father is the Mind, the Son is the Word, and the Spirit is the Breath.  Three persons, one God.[footnoteRef:3]  And this God – the eternal Word – took on flesh to save the world. [3:  This illustration adapted from JD Greear] 

And that’s the first line on Jesus’ resume.  He’s not merely a teacher, or a healer, or a prophet.  Jesus is the One who existed before all beginnings.  He is the Word who was with God and who was God.  
…
But John isn’t done, in verse 4 he paints two more pictures to describe Jesus:
In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:4-5)

Jesus is life and light – another echo of Genesis 1.  The first thing God creates is light because light is foundational to everything else.  And when light shows up, it doesn’t just push back darkness.  It reveals reality, creates beauty, and enables life.

So first it reveals what is there.  The other night one of our tenants was cooking at midnight and set off the fire alarm in our house.  And fire alarms aren’t polite.  One second I was asleep, the next I was in a full sprint with adrenaline surging, stubbing my toe on the bedframe, pulling on pants in the dark and piling into the hallway with five other Hoffmans like we were piling into a clown car.

And when I finally confirmed that only food was on fire, that’s when my toe started screaming – and I noticed I’d put my pants on backward.  But that’s the point: without light, you don’t know what’s real.  Light shows you dangers before they destroy you.

And not only that, but light also creates beauty.  Did you know that colour doesn’t exist in things, colour is actually in the light that reflects off things.  So light makes things beautiful.  And in the same way Jesus brings out the beauty of creation.  So the closer we are to Him the more beauty we see: thankfulness rises, joy spreads.  Bitterness and anger don’t flourish in the presence of Jesus.  They grow in the shadows.  When you are close to Jesus He creates beauty as He reflects off of us to the world.
…
And John continues “In Him was life.”  In Colossians Paul says the same:
The Son is the image of the invisible God… all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. (Colossians 1:15-17)

So Jesus doesn’t just give life, He sustains it.  Every breath is a gift from Him.  And because we were created for Him and are sustained by Him, we’re most free when we live in Him.

It’s like a fish.  A fish is most free in the water.  If it flops out onto the shore singing, “I want to be where the people are” - it’s not going to go well Arial.  A fish isn’t restricted by water.  It’s made for it.  And because we were made by Jesus and for Jesus we thrive when we are in relationship with Him – this is where life is. 

So Jesus is the Word, He is the Light and the Life.  And John’s point is simple: Jesus can bring salvation to creation because He is the Creator.  
But that’s not all.  God spoke – and light pierced the darkness.  Life erupted from nothing.  That was the first creation.  But now we need a new creation.  And it’s this story John records in his Gospel.  So he shows us Jesus speaking order into chaos: calming storms, restoring sight, cleansing lepers, raising the dead.  His word brings abundant life to a broken world.  Jesus is the Word, He is the Light and the Life.

And then in verse 14 we get the fourth word.  John writes:
The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

In the fall we walked through Exodus and saw how God brought His people out of Egypt.  But He didn’t stop at freedom because salvation isn’t just about getting out of bondage – it’s also about being brought into relationship with the God who made us.  

And so Exodus ends with the building of the tabernacle – the tent where God’s presence would dwell.  And that’s the word John uses here.  He says, “The Word tabernacled among us.”

In the Message Eugene Peterson paraphrased this saying, “The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighbourhood.”  In other words, when God saw us lost in chaos and trapped in sin, He didn’t shout instructions from heaven.  He came down.  See the life we hunger for isn’t found in mere freedom – it’s found in Him.

So this was the Cube passing through the paper.  The Creator stepping into creation.  The Word of Genesis entering our dimension.  Not simply to release us from what enslaves us, but to restore the relationship He made us for.
…
Now think about what aspects of Himself this multi-dimensional God is going to want to reveal to His tiny creation.  What parts of who He is will He shrink down to show us?  He could turn mountains to dust with His power or explain impossible problems with His wisdom but He doesn’t.  Look how John describes the God who puts on skin to tabernacle with us.  

John says “Jesus came from the Father full of grace and truth.”  Grace and truth.  This is what the multi-dimensional God shows us.  And these are simple words.  But when you hold them together they stretch the limits of our imagination.  

Like we know grace, and we know truth, but we rarely know them together.  Our world picks one or the other.  Even religion does this.  Like grace without truth – that’s liberal Christianity.  Jesus accepts everyone and never calls anyone to repentance.  It’s soft, pleasant… and deadly.  

But so is the other side – truth without grace – that’s conservative religion.  Quick to declare what’s right, slow to love the sinner.  It’s sharp, serious… and deadly.  

And guess what, one of these ditches isn’t better than the other.  Grace has no merit without truth.  Truth has no value without grace.  Both create distorted pictures of God that lead people into slavery.  And this is what our broken pictures of Jesus accomplish.  

But Jesus holds grace and truth in perfect tension.  His truth never cancels His grace. His grace never compromises His truth.  And it’s only as both these sides of the “cube” are presented together that we see God clearly.  And this is how Jesus saves us – He shows us who God is and makes a way for us to re-enter relationship with Him.
…
Now, we’re almost done but notice one more thing.  John says Jesus is full of grace and truth.  John is so careful with his wording so the order can’t be an accident.  In other words Jesus is shows us that God leads with grace.  He’s showing us God’s heart for humanity.  So God’s not up there angrily cracking His knuckles and getting excited to lay the law down.  Peter tells us “God is patient not wanting anyone to perish”[footnoteRef:4].  And this isn’t just a New Testament thing.  Ezekiel says, “God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked.”[footnoteRef:5]   [4:  2 Peter 3:9]  [5:  Ezekiel 18:23 and 33:11] 


So this has always been God’s heart.  He has always longed for sinners to stop running away from Him to all the things we look to for life but that enslave us in the end.  He wants us to repent so that we can live, and He delights when we do.
…
In Luke 15 Jesus tells a parable about a woman who lost a coin and turns the house over until she finds it.  And when she does, she calls her friends to rejoice with her.  And Jesus concludes the story saying:
In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” (Luke 15:10)

Now I used to think this meant that when someone comes to faith the angels rejoice, but that’s not what Jesus says.  He says there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels.  In other words it’s God who rejoices when you repent.  If you’ve turned away from what has been killing you and come back to God, He celebrates over you in front of the angels.  What a picture!  God leads with grace.
…
But it’s not just grace, it’s truth too.  And Jesus is absolutely clear about how we have treated God.  In verse 10 John tells us:
[Jesus] was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. (John 1:10-11)
	
Jesus made us, but when He set foot in His creation we scorned Him.  We didn’t want Him as Lord because we wanted to be lord of our own lives.  And in our blindness and shame, humanity killed its Creator.  And Jesus made it clear “whoever rejects Me, rejects the One who sent Me.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Luke 10:16] 

…
Now you say “well, that wasn’t me.”  But scripture says otherwise.  Isaiah writes:
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6)

So everyone has rejected God.  But instead of condemning us, God came to take our punishment upon Himself.  The wages of your sin meant you were deserving of death, but Jesus took what you deserved so you could get what He deserved.  And this is how Jesus holds grace and truth together.

“For God so loved the world that He sent His one and only Son.”  Sin had wrecked our relationship with God and sent us hurtling towards death.  But Jesus came to recreate what we had broken.  And so John concludes in verse 12:
Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God (John 1:12)

This is the good news of Christmas and it contains an invitation for everyone.  If you will trust in Jesus and accept what He did on your behalf, then He will bring you back to the family of God you were created for.

So wherever you find yourself today, don’t harden your heart.  Jesus is calling all of us towards the abundant life He created us for.  And so if you’ve never bent your knee before Jesus – maybe you thought what He has asked of you was too heavy – I hope you see that He only calls you into what He knows is best for you.  He loves you.

See He doesn’t need anything from you, He just wants you.  He wants to win you with His love.  So confess Him as Lord.  Believe God raised Him from the dead.  And you will be saved.
…
Of course if you already know Him, He’s still calling you this Christmas.  He is always calling us further up and further in – away from what enslaves us and into the life He designed us for.  

So whatever is holding you back – lay it down.  Put it at the feet of the One who took on flesh to walk in your shoes.  Let the Word speak into your darkness.  Let the Light expose what’s deadly and reveal what’s beautiful.  Let the Life lead you into the abundance you were created for.  Let God tabernacle with you this Christmas.  
…
We are going to close by turning back to the people you were in discussion with already.  You’ve got a minute each to share one thought that stood out and have someone pray for you.
