Theme
Being prepared for Christ's coming

Object
Images of Girl Scout and Boy Scout emblems

Scripture
Matthew 24:36-44

Who can tell me what this picture representse (Hold up the Girl Scout emblem.)
That's right! It's the Girl Scout emblem. Do we have any Girl Scouts here today?
Can anyone tell me the Girl Scout motto2 You are right again. The Girl Scout
motto is, "Be Prepared.”

Can anyone tell me what this picture representse (Hold up the Boy Scout
emblem.) You boys and girls are really sharp! It's the Boy Scout emblem. Now,
who can tell me what the Boy Scout motto is¢ You are right. The Boy Scout motto
is "Be Prepared.”

The Girl Scout and Boy Scout mottos mean that a good scout must always "Be
prepared." That is also the subject for our Bible lesson today.

Today is a very special day. Today is the first Sunday of Advent and we have
started the countdown to Christmas. There are many things that people do to get
ready for Christmas, aren't there? Let's see, what are some of the things that we
do to prepare for Christmas?e

We have to put up our Christmas tree, lights, and decorations. We have to get
our Christmas cards addressed and mailed. We have a lot of shopping to do to
buy gifts for our family and friends. There is a lot of cooking that must be done --
Christmas cookies and candy and, of course, we must buy all the food for
Christmas dinner. Can you think of any things | have forgotteneg (Allow kids to
answer.)

While we're getting ready for Christmas, there’s something else that we must be
prepared for as well. Jesus promised that he would come again and the Bible tells
us that we must be watching and be prepared for his return. We all know when
Christmas is coming, but when will Jesus come againg The Bible says no one knows
the hour of his return. Not even the angels who announced his birth know when
he will come again. (Matthew 24:36-44)



If we don't know when he is coming, how can we be prepared? If we want to be
prepared for Jesus' coming, we must always be busy doing the things that he told
us to do. We must be loving God and loving one another. What are some things
we can do? (Allow kids to answer.)

It is fun and exciting to prepare for Christmas, and we must also be prepared for
the day when Jesus comes again.

Prayer of the Day:
Dear Father, we love this season of the year. We love the preparation for the

celebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Help us also remember that he
is coming again and that you have told us to be prepared. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Be Prepared Word Search

Be Prepared

So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man
will come at an hour when you do not expect him.
Matthew 24:44 (NIV)

Based on Matthew 36-44
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Sunday School Crafts Activities: “Be Ready” Watch Craft

Theme: No one knows the day or hour — so stay ready for Jesus (Mafthew 24:36,
44).

Be Ready

Matthew 24:449

£ MATERIALS

o Colored construction paper (any color)
White paper (for the watch face)
Scissors

Glue or tape

Markers or crayons

Stapler (optional)

« Stickers (optional)

o Avruler (optional for straight lines)

' INSTRUCTIONS

1. Make the Watch Band

o Cut along strip of construction paper ~1 inch wide and long enough to
wrap around a wrist,
o This will be the “watch band.”

2. Create the Watch Face

o Cut acircle from white paper (around 2 inches wide).
o Using markers, draw a simple clock on it (hnumbers optional for younger
kids).



3. Add the Bible Message

Write around or inside the clock face:
“Be Ready — Matthew 24:44"

4. Decorate the Watch

e Kids can color the band.
o Add stickers, small drawings, or patterns.
o They can draw tiny hearts, crosses, or stars.

5. Attach the Watch Face

o GClue or tape the clock face onto the center of the watch band.
6. Fit It On the Wrist

« Wrap the band around the child’s wrist.

o Tape, glue, or staple the ends together (staple only with teacher help).
o Make sure it's loose enough to remove easily.

+ OPTIONAL ADD-ON

On the back of the watch face, write:
“Jesus can come anytime — | want to be ready!”

Lesson from the crafts activity:

“Jesus said we don’t know the day or hour, so we should always be ready by
loving, helping, and following Him."



