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Turning and Mending (Again) 

Being on the receiving end of sharp language can be heartbreaking. Indeed, words can wound—

or worse. John the Baptizer, a key figure in our Advent narratives, finds himself at odds with 

other religious leaders of the time, and uses the tool he has (language) to call attention to their 

broken relationship. It’s unclear what exactly led to this prickly, pointed exchange between John 

and the Pharisees and Sadducees, but there is a growing chasm between them. 

“Prepare the way of the Lord,” John cries out in the wilderness, echoing the prophet Isaiah. 

Isaiah cried out in his own day centuries prior, testifying to God’s desire to mend the world 

(though the world seemed to be at an end). Perhaps John repeats Isaiah’s plea in order to remind 

the people of his day of God’s intent for all things: for the world to be mended, healed, made 

right; for the reign of heaven to be revealed on earth, here and now. Often, however, mending 

brokenness requires honesty first about the wounds that have been inflicted and the death that 

has been wrought. With John’s painful honesty, his strained relationship with other leaders of his 

time takes a step toward healing, toward justice, so that a new beginning might take hold. This is 

a starting point, as difficult as it may be. 

Every Advent, as the church year begins again, we hear the familiar call: Repent. Turn back to 

God. Repentance is no easy thing, but thankfully, God draws us back to this imperative, year 

after year, day after day, hour after hour. With infinite mercy, once again God invites us to turn 

toward healing, toward justice, toward the righting of the world, one relationship at a time. 
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