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What Really Matters 

“All the world should be registered” (Luke 2:1). This announcement from the emperor was an 

order for all people to stand up and be counted, to prove their worth by stating their name, their 

lineage, and the details of their existence, like the stats on the back of a trading card. 

But an angel made a different sort of announcement: “This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:12). The shepherds would need 

to look for a baby just lying there, doing nothing but existing in all his God-given glory. 

This baby is such good news in a world that tells us every day, in every possible way, that we 

need to prove our worth, that we need to convince the world and everyone around us that we 

matter. In what ways do you repeatedly try to prove your worth to the world? To your friends 

and family and colleagues? To yourself? To God? 

What would it feel like—in your body, in your heart, in your gut—to just exist in all your God-

given glory? To remember that the Savior of the world came to us as a baby who couldn’t do a 

single thing besides lie in the straw? And what would it be like for you—for all of us—to live 

each day in response to this wild grace? 

Each of us matters to God, who sent Jesus into the world for us and all creation. God loves us, 

claims us in baptism, and continues to sustain us in holy communion. This indeed is good news 

of great joy for all people. Glory to God! 
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