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FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
God Still Speaks

Today’s gospel reading contains a terrible story. There is no way around that fact; there is no
way to wrap this account in fancy paper and tie it with a bow, disguising the fact that this is a
terrible story. There have always been terrible stories; maybe there always will be. And yet,
tucked in and around and between Bible stories of death, despair, and hopelessness are often
stories of new life, courage, and hope. This gospel text is no exception.

Where is God when evil happens? This is a question people have pondered since time began.
What the Bible tells us over and over is that God never abandons people, no matter how bad
things get. As God was with Joseph, Mary, and Jesus as they rushed to leave the area and find
shelter in Egypt, God was with all families in Bethlehem too, weeping alongside them.

In today’s story, God speaks to Joseph through his dreams. Remarkably, Joseph responds by
fleeing to Egypt with Mary and Jesus, and then returning to Judea after Herod dies. While we’re
more likely to set dreams aside as we look at all the facts and weigh all our options, Joseph
simply pays attention and acts. If he had waited for some sort of proof that Egypt was the only
way out for him and his family, this would be a very different story.

God still speaks to us today, especially in holy baptism, holy communion, and the Bible. In the
gospel reading, what might God be saying to you and to your faith community? How might you
spend more time listening for God this week?
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