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Christ Lutheran Church 

A Message from Pastor Lars 

Churches are unique entities today. They’re one of the few places left where people of different political persuasions exist in the 
same community. Yes, we work with all sorts of people, but jobs are not communities in the same way, as much as that new hip 
consultant who was hired to do the team bonding retreat tells you. At a place like Christ Lutheran, we worship and sing together. We 
pray together for each other, sometimes laying on hands or hearing each other one-on-one. 

What makes us as ELCA Lutherans (and, mainline churches generally) so different is that we predate the self-sorting and silo-ing 
that’s taken hold of our culture. Originally our connections were ethnic (the first members were mostly German), then theological, 
but not political. Maybe that’s because our society was generally more socially conservative, regardless of opinions on economic 
policy. But also because we didn’t think of our politics as identities. Now, we don’t say, “I vote democrat” or “I vote republican”. 
It’s “I am a democrat/republican or conservative/liberal”. What we believe has become who we are. 

And so, when we come to looking for churches,  we generally pick ones that align with our politics first, and sort between them. 
Those outside our politics, we don’t even consider. And with 50 churches in Walla Walla, one has a lot of choices. Statistics show 
that this trend continues year after year, with churches becoming more politically homogeneous, and ones that are more mixed 
politics are shrinking. We people like to hear our views mirrored back, and seek places that align with our values.

That said, I would totally do that myself, if I were “Lars the insurance agent” instead of “Lars the pastor”, and I were moving to 
town with my kids. I would cross off places that taught the earth was 6,000 years old, or had lots of hellfire, or lots of that 
“submission and obedience” language. I would search for a place that I felt was more open-minded, more critical thinking, less 
harsh, more accepting – more like the ELCA, in other words. And it's not because I need to only be around people like me, but 
there are things I just don’t want to be a part of – such as fundamentalism or legalism. 

On December 7 we have a vote on becoming a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation. I encourage you to come, to be a part of 
the process of discernment. In many ways, I wish we didn’t have votes, but could make decisions by consensus, so we don’t move 
forward until we have everyone  on board. Logistically, that’s very difficult in large groups, and constitutionally we’re not set up for 
that. So a decision has to be made one way or the other, ballots must be cast. It’s how we do it that will make all the difference. Will 
we approach it as a community, in love and respect, honoring each other, however we vote? Will we give the best possible spin on 
our neighbor’s position, and not assume bad faith or devious intent? And how will we react? Will we maintain that? I hope so. 

Too many big votes turn ugly in the aftermath. It’s why I struggle with them. You end up with “winners” and “losers”. Some feel 
like they got what they wanted, while others feel defeated. Then you have those who gloat and dance, making the minority feel 
unwelcome. I’ve seen it too many times, the sore “winner”. 

I don’t see this as something with winners or losers, but as a decision to change or not. It’s part of the process of being in 
community. We know we can’t keep everything the same forever. We know that new visions and new stances, new understandings 
and new directions are necessary to grow and not be stagnant. Which ones: that’s what we have to figure out. And we try to do that 
together, with respect. 

It's worth noting: the official ELCA statement on sexuality outlines 4 positions that are all considered valid. However the vote goes, 
you are still an ELCA member in good standing. You are still a part of our church. So I guess this is a plea for good process, for love 
and respect and support of one another in a big choice. I hope to still see everyone around after for Advent and Christmas. 

God Bless, 

Pastor Lars 
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December Birthdays!

CLC’S FINANCES 

October 2025:

Total Income: $17,020
Total Expenses: - 29,541
Net Loss: ($12,521)

Year To Date (approximate): 

81% of projected revenue through  October 
85% of budget spent through October

Brews & Brats 2025
Brats & Brews was a 
huge success with 
approximately 75-80 
people attending.  
Many thanks to all 
who helped and 
participated.  It was 
great to see friends 
& family join us as 
well. 

Jayla & Maxwell's Confirmation October 26, 2025

Lily Stone 12/8
Paul Anderson  12/9 
Allison Tabacco-Hines 12/9 
Helen Hill   12/12
Kate Keyes   12/12 
Ophelia Pederson  12/13 
Noah Hein  12/14
Jessica Austin  12/15 
Mackenzie Austin  12/20 
Sadie Austin 12/20
 Darlene Babcock  12/20 
Calder Schmidt 12/23 
Astrid Bailey  12/23 
Byran Harvey 12/25
John Lohrmann  12/30 
Robert Tabacco  12/30

Jayla Ortiz, Pastor Lars Hammar & Maxwell Lohrmann
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Thank You Notes from the Church Council

The Nominating Committee has worked diligently for several months to fill open Church Council positions.  
Please join us in thanking Barbara Hoffman, Anne Swant, Kaye Miller, Carmen Funderburk, and Larry Johnson 
for finding some wonderful nominees.  If you are a candidate, thank you in advance for your willingness to lead!  
Church Council members and officers will be elected at the Congregational Meeting held immediately after 
church on Sunday, December 7 and installed on January 4, 2026.  

So Long, Farewell:  We also appreciate our dedicated Church Council members and appointed committee 
members and officers who are finishing their terms:  Julie Swenson, Gordon Heimbigner, Barbara Hoffman, 
Karleen Heintzberger, Emily Stone, and Peter Swant.  Gene Spangrude will step down as Financial Secretary 
after over 30 years of service; please give Gene a huge thank you for his service when you see him next. Kari 
Isaacson rotates off the Audit Committee; Alicia Lohmann, Dan Grinstead, and Gordon Heimbigner rotate off 
the Mission Endowment Fund Committee.  Please talk to Kay if you are interested in an appointment to either 
the Audit or Mission Endowment Fund Committees.

Welcome Dee Kasten: Thank you to Pastor Lars, Kay Shelton, Julie Swenson, Barbara Hoffman, and Marit 
Rasmussen for serving on the Hiring Committee for the new office manager/bookkeeper.  We are thrilled that 
Dee Kasten filled this position and started work on November 17.  Dee has her hands full to learn a new 
position at this busy time of year, and we are grateful to her for her good work so far.  Thank you, Leslie 
Anderson, for providing Dee’s orientation and training.  Thanks again to Leslie Anderson, Jim Peterson, Anne 
Swant, and Kay Shelton for staffing the office part-time after Erin’s last day.

Advent Activities: Advent begins November 30, with three mid-week soup suppers and services on Wednesdays 
beginning December 3:  soup supper at 6:00 p.m., followed by the advent service at 7:00 p.m.  Thank you to 
Nick and Leslie Anderson for setting up the fellowship hall for the soup suppers each week.  Church Council 
members will host the soup suppers; sign-up sheets to bring soup are in the Narthex.  This year the Church 
Council voted to donate the offerings from the mid-week advent services to the Blue Mountain Action Council 
for use in their food bank.

As you can see, there are many ways that Christ Lutheran Church members and friends have devoted their time 
and talents to our congregation.  Fulfilling our church’s mission would not be possible without their 
contributions.  Thank you ALL for your support of our congregation.

 Kay Shelton
Council President

Attendance Report 

Average Sunday Worship 
Attendance 

October 2024   113
October 2025   111

The word 'advent' means coming or arrival. It is a season of 
preparation that looks both to Bethlehem and the final coming 
of Jesus Christ at the end of time. The traditional (now) color 
of Advent is blue, symbolizing hope. The color purple was used 
previously, the royal color of the coming king. The color purple 
also linked Advent with Lent as a penitential time in the church 
year. 
In a beloved tradition, we will gather on Wednesday evenings 
(December 3, 10, and 17) for the fellowship of a soup supper at 
6 p.m. and Holden Evening Prayer at 7 p.m. This midweek 
gathering offers an opportunity to pause in this busy season. 

Advent
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Upcoming Events in December

December 3:  Soup Supper 6pm. Advent Service 7pm

December 7:  Care Kits 
Al l  teens and adul ts are inv i ted to jo in us Sunday,  December 7th f rom 2-4 pm as we make Care Ki ts for  
our Mission and Outreach team. Teens can get  credi t  for  their  volunteer hours and they do not  need to be 
a member of  CLC to part ic ipate.  I f  you have quest ions,  p lease contact  Laura Berry .

December 7:  Family Advent Night Join us Sunday,  December 7th f rom 2-4 pm as we make Yule Logs,  
cookies,  and other act iv i t ies to celebrate the season of  Advent.  We wi l l  end wi th a fami ly sty le Haystack 
dinner!  I f  you have quest ions,  p lease contact  Kirsten Brannon . 

December 10: Soup Supper 6 pm. Advent Service 7pm

December 13: Christmas CaroliCarol ing to homes, Wheat land Vi l leage & the Va for  star ters.  
Approximately 3:00pm to 5:00pm. we can meet at  CLC and then caravan.  Af terwards everyone is  inv i ted 
to J im and Kar i 's  for  hot  chocolate and t reats.  For fur ther informat ion ta lk to Kar i  Isaacson.

December 14: CLC at Tri-Cit ies Americans Hockey Game  We have group seat ing reserved for  the Tr i -
Ci t ies Americans game as they take on the Seatt le Thunderbirds on Sunday,  December 14 at  4:05 pm. 
Tickets for  adul ts are $20 each i f  we have 10-34 at tend.  I f  we have over 35,  t ickets drop to $17 each.  
Youth t ickets (ages 3-15) are $5 each.  Please s ign up on the Youth and Fami ly bul let in board in the 
Narthex!  Financia l  assistance is  avai lable.  Talk to Sara ASAP i f  needed. I f  you have quest ions,  p lease 
contact  Sara Pinkerton .

December 17: Soup Supper 6pm. Advent service 7pm

December 21: Nativity Story 
This year,  the Nat iv i ty  Story is  mul t igenerat ional  and we need YOU to make i t  happen. I t  wi l l  take place 
dur ing worship on Sunday,  December 21!  I f  you have quest ions,  p lease contact  Kirsten Brannon .

December 21: Cookie Tin Sale
The Annual  Youth and Fami ly Cookie Tin Sale wi l l  take place dur ing Coffee Hour on Sunday,  December 
21st .  Funds wi l l  support  a local  char i ty  as voted on the youth at  our Fami ly Advent event .  I f  you'd l ike to 
make t reats to share wi th the sale,  p lease br ing them to church on Sunday,  December 21.  For those of  
you that  don' t  know, dur ing the cookie t in sale you get  to p ick any t reats  you'd l ike to f i l l  your chosen t in 
wi th (we have lots of  t ins to choose f rom) for  a donat ion of  your choice.  There 's a lways a large 
assortment to choose f rom, thanks to our wonderfu l  congregat ion.  The funds ra ised go di rect ly  to the 
selected char i ty ,  which wi l l  be wel l  advert ised fo l lowing December 7th.  

December 24: Christmas Eve Services 4pm and 6pm

Come meet the new Office Manager

Hi everybody ,
 I  Iook forward to meeting al l  of you! My name is Dee Kasten and I  l ive in Weston, Oregon. I  
have a wonderful  Husband Dave and 2 grown chi ldren Patr ick my son and Morgan my 
Daughter.  We share our home with 3 cats Li ly,  Macy & Karl  as wel l  as our Lab/Border Col l ie 
mix Daryl .  I  love to read watch movies and spend t ime with my fr iends. My favori te hobby is 
Drag Racing at the Walla Walla Drag str ip! I  have over 25 years of off ice experience and look 
forward to using i t  here. I  want to say a big thank you to everyone involved in my hir ing for 
giving me this wonderful  opportunity.  THANKS!



Page 5  The Messenger  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

  November 11,  2025

Counci l  pres ident Kay Shelton cal led the meet ing to order at  5 :32pm.  Those attending were 
Pastor Lars Hammar,  Gordon Heimbigner ,  Anne Swant,  J im Peterson,  Barbara Hoffman,  Karleen 
Heintzberger ,  Janet  Mobley,  Melanie Hein,  Kirsten Brannon, Peggy Haug and Peter Swant.

Pastor Lars opened the meet ing with prayer .

The October minutes were approved by emai l  aff irmation on October 23,  2025.

Financial  Report:  Monthly report :  Christ  Lutheran's  operat ional  income came in $8,608 less than 
budget for October.
Operat ional  expenses were $2,738 more than budget for October.  Operat ional  funds combined for 
a net  outf low of $12,521 for October.  Designated/restr icted act iv i ty resulted in a net  outf low of 
$1,496 for October.
Year To-Date:  We have col lected approximately 81.80% of the revenue through October.  We have 
spent approximately  84.90% of the budget through October.
Balance Sheet Items:  CLC's checking and saving account ended October with a $171,966 balance.  
Restr icted/endowments fund totaled $290,840 as of 10/31/2025.  CLC had $1,803,215 in posit ive 
equity on 10/31/2025.
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Lars Hammar provided a writ ten report  to Counci l .

Committee Reports :

Property:  Fal l  c lean up day was a success with 19 volunteers (sa ints)  showing up to help with the 
c lean up.   There wi l l  be addit ional  work that  needs to be done with leaves as the fa l l  progresses .  
JC Landscaping is  ready to help with snow removal  this  winter and has been given instruct ions to 
plow out the lot  when appropriate .  They are blowing out the sprinkler  system this  week.
Pastor Lars & his  son Leif  have a plan for gett ing our streaming speed higher for better  resolut ion 
of our services onl ine.  This wi l l  be completed asap.
WW Electr ic  has been busy gett ing the church ready for the solar  panel  insta l l .
The HVAC system is  scheduled for fa l l  c leaning/servic ing.
Finance & Budget:  Our current f inancia l  s i tuat ion is  pretty completely descr ibed in  Gordon ' s  
Treasurer Report.  I  received budget requests  from two counci l  members .   So,  I  guess two budget 
groups wi l l  get  to spl i t  a l l  the money.  I  do have a prel iminary and incomplete draft  of a  2026 
budget for our review tonight .
Worship: Nothing new to report  for Worship.
Evangelism: Maxwel l  Lohrmann and Jayla Ort iz were confirmed on October 26,  2025 with a 
recept ion fol lowing.  
Name tag Sunday was held on Oct.  5 .
Fellowship:  Brats  & Brews was a huge success with approximately 75-80 people attending.   Many 
thanks to a l l  who helped and part ic ipated.   I t  was great  to see fr iends & family join us as wel l .  We 
had a smal l  recept ion for Erin on her last  day.   I t  was very nice with a few treats ,  some Gluten 
Free,  and beverages.   Thank you to a l l  who came and helped out as wel l .   We wish her the best .  
We have our Advent Soup Suppers coming up as wel l  as  a  wonderful  night being planned for 
Christmas Carol ing.  Tis  the Season!
Outreach:  Continuing as reported last  month.

Youth and Family :  Kirsten is  gather ing with a group this  next week to plan Advent and the 
Christmas program.
Adul t  Educa t ion :  For  the  month  of  November ,  we are  cont inu ing  the  educa t iona l  se r i e s  in  con junct ion  wi th  
SJAG in  prepara t ion  for  the  vote  of  our  church  on  whether  to  become an  RIC congrega t ion .  There  has  been  a  
good response so  fa r  and  I  expec t  even  more peop le  w i l l  a t t end  wi th  Pas tor  Lars  l ead ing  the  l a s t  two sess ions .  
For  December  and  Advent ,  s ince  our  church  has  events  schedu led  immedia te l y  a f te r  worsh ip on the second 
and th i rd Sundays in  advent,  December 7 and 14th,  I  have dec ided not  to do any other  adul t  educat ion 
in  December.
Stewardship:  P ledge cards have been ta l l ied.  31 cards have been rece ived for  a  tota l  o f  $132,134 
p ledged.  Looking forward to further  in format ion.  
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Youth Education:  No report .
Youth and Family:  Kirsten is  gather ing with a group this  next week to plan Advent and the 
Christmas program.
Adult Education:  For the month of November,  we are continuing the educat ional  ser ies in 
conjunct ion with SJAG in preparat ion for the vote of our church on whether to become an RIC 
congregat ion.  There has been a good response so far  and I  expect  even more people wi l l  attend 
with Pastor Lars leading the last  two sess ions.  For December and Advent,  s ince our church has 
events scheduled immediately after  worship on the second and third Sundays in advent ,  
December 7 and 14th,  I  have decided not to do any other adult  educat ion in December.  
Stewardship:  Pledge cards have been ta l l ied.  31 cards have been received for a tota l  of  $132,134 
pledged.  Looking forward to further information.  
Continuing Business:
On October 29,  2025,  Peggy Haug made a motion by emai l  to hire Deanne Kasten as church 
secretary/administrat ive ass istant at  the pay rate ,  hours and benefi ts  out l ined in Kay’s  emai l .  
Emily Stone seconded the motion.   A vote was taken by emai l  reply .   The motion carr ied.  
Deanne (Dee) Kasten accepted the posit ion and begins on November 17,  2025;  hours 8 am – 
2:30 pm, M-F.
The Nominat ing Committee is  comprised of Anne Swant,  Barbara Hoffman,  Kaye Mil ler ,  
Carmen Funderburk,  and Larry Johnson.  The committee has worked hard to f i l l  the open 
posit ions and a prel iminary overview of people wi l l ing to serve was presented.
New Business:
Karleen Heintzberger made a motion to approve Sandra Hei lman and Cheryl  French as vot ing 
members of Christ  Lutheran by Aff irmation of Baptism. Kirsten Brannon seconded.  Motion 
passed.
The updated Office Manager/Bookkeeper job descr ipt ion was shared.   Barbara Hoffman made a 
motion to accept the updated Officer Manager/Bookkeeper job descr ipt ion.  Peggy Haug 
seconded.  Motion passed.
Anne Swant made a motion that  mid-week Advent offer ings be sent to BMAC with designat ion 
for the Food Bank.  J im Peterson seconded.  Motion passed.  
Jeff  Wagner has given s ix months’  not ice of his  res ignat ion as Sexton,  effect ive Apri l  30,  2026.  
Counci l  members are encouraged to s ign up to help at  Soup Suppers during Advent.
The f irst  draft  budget for 2026 was reviewed l ine-by- l ine in comparison to the updated budget 
from June 2025.  Anne Swant presented a “Christ  Lutheran Property Mgt Budget Proposal” with 
a deta i led descr ipt ion of her requests .  At their  December meet ing,  counci l  wi l l  vote on the f inal  
budget to recommend to the congregat ion at  the January annual  congregat ional  meet ing.  
A capita l  campaign for roof replacement in the next 3 to 5 years was discussed.
Future dates :  Financia ls  on Dec.  3 ,  17,  31 (re imbursement or credit  card requests  due before 
church,  on prior Sunday)
November 15 – Jul ie  Drischel l  funeral  10:30 a .m. with reception fol lowing
November 30 – Advent begins;  Wednesday Advent services Dec.  3 ,  10,  and 17 
December 7 – Congregat ional  Meet ing
December 14 – Tri-City Americans Hockey Game
December 24 – Church services at  4 pm and 6 pm (Pastor Lars ’s  recommendation)

Adjournment:  The meet ing adjourned at  7 :45 pm with the Lord’s  Prayer .

Respectful ly  submitted,  Jul ie  Swenson,  Counci l  Secretary and Anne Swant



DECEMBER 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 

9am Mission Group 

10am Men's Group 

6:30pm Mission Group

3

Financials 

4

10am SJAG Meeting 

1pm  Bible Study 

5

7

9:30am Worship Service 
9:30am Godly Play 

10:30 Congregational Mtg 
2pm Care kit project

8 9

фŀƳ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ 

млŀƳ aŜƴϥǎ DǊƻǳǇ 

сΥолǇƳ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ

10 11

1pm  Bible Study 

12 13

14 - Hockey Game
9:30am Worship Service 

9:30am Godly Play 

11:00am Forum ǊŜ: RIC 
5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ

15 16

фŀƳ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ 

млŀƳ aŜƴϥǎ DǊƻǳǇ 

сΥолǇƳ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ 

DǊƻǳǇ Ǝwh¦t Dwh¦tGroup 

18

1pm  Bible Study 

Newsletter Deadline 

19 20

21 
9:30am Nativity Story 
Worship Service 

10:30am Cookie Tin Sale

22 23

9am Mission Group 
6:30pm Mission Group

24 25 - Christmas

Office Closed 

26

Office Closed 

27

28
9:30am Worship Service 

9:30am Godly Play 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
9ǾŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
пǇƳ ϧ сǇƳ

сǇƳ {ƻǳǇ {ǳǇǇŜǊ 
тǇƳ !ŘǾŜƴǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ

6pm Soup Supper 
7pm Advent Service

17
6pm Soup Supper 
7pm Advent Service

Financials 

6

Weavers 1pm to 3pm

Christmas Caroling 
3pm to 5pm or 6pm

нф ол 31
9am Mission Group
6:30pm Mission 
Group 
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Mission 

We are God’s people, united by faith in Jesus Christ, forgiven, chosen, and called by him 

through the Word and Sacraments to make disciples, and to serve in the world God loves.

2025De

http://www.christwallawalla.org



