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Keeping Watch 

There’s nothing quite like the first smell of springtime flowers emerging from the earth. The 

sensory explosion often catches us by surprise, reminding us that new life is surely coming soon, 

even though the world still seems to be slumbering and the buds we watch impatiently refuse to 

open. This third Sunday of Advent lifts the church and stirs our senses as we receive word, along 

with John the Baptizer, that Jesus is indeed the one we’ve been waiting for, the one who will turn 

buds into blooms. This is good news! 

We might wonder, however, why we are hearing this news from John’s perspective, out of all the 

voices in the growing community of Jesus-followers. Can we trust his word? After all, John is 

sitting behind bars at this time, caught in the gears of the world’s injustice. John’s unjust 

imprisonment reminds us that working for justice in the world can cause conflict with those in 

power. But while the world imprisons the innocent and strains to protect the corrupt and cruel, 

God sees such injustices and works to undo their power. This, too, is good news! 

This third Sunday of Advent is sometimes called Gaudete, meaning “Rejoice.” Cultivating joy 

amid the brokenness seen in the world is difficult, but God brings new beginnings where we 

have known only endings. New tendrils of life are emerging! Something new is coming! Let’s 

share the good news as we wait and keep watch together. 
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