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F IRST  E VANGELICAL  L UTHERAN  C HURCH  

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado  
(303) 776 -2800 | www.firstluth.org 

Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen  

1st Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, November 30, 2025 

9:30 a.m. 

 GATHERING  
PRELUDE  

INTRODUCTION  
The new church year begins with a wake -up call: Christ is coming soon! In today ’s readings 
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord ’s com-
ing. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more 
war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already 
have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.  

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH  
 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel ” ELW 257 vs. 1  
1. O come, O come Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God 
appears. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure.  

Amen.  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Long -expected God,  

we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. We reach for 
swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient while wait-
ing and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self -reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our 
neighbors. Increase our trust in God ’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may 
abound in the hope you have promised.  

Amen.  

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God ’s own righteousness. ☩ You are freed and forgiven, 
saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.  

Amen.  
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 GATHERING HYMN  “Prepare the Royal Highway ” ELW 264 vs. 1,3,4  
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 GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening 
dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  

ANTHE M “” Eli Brast, Trumpet  

  Accompanied by Jeffrey Hartmann  

WORD  
READINGS  

Isaiah 2:1 -5 

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign of 
peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light 
of that Lord now! ” 

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days to come the mountain of the 
Lord ’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the na-
tions shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths. ” For out of Zion shall 
go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations and shall arbi-
trate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord!  

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  

Romans 13:11 -14 

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ ’s coming in the 
future. 

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunken-
ness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God.  

CHILDREN ’S TIME  Deacon Korra Looschen  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL  

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 24 th chapter beginning at the 36th verse. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Matthew 24:36-44 
 

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our normal, day
-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will 
come unannounced.  
 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 
ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son 
of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must 
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. ” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Ann Hultquist  
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NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God,  the Father, the Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and un-
seen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  the only Son of God,  eternally begotten of the Father,  God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  begotten, not made,  of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.   

For us and for our salvation  he came down from heaven,  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary  and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death 
and was buried.  On the third day he rose again  in accordance with the Scriptures;  he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead,  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  who has spoken through the prophets.  We be-
lieve in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins . 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  and the life of the world to come.  

Amen   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

God of grace,  

hear our prayer.  

PASSING OF THE PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also with you . 

MEAL  

OFFERTORY  “  

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray.  

Nourishing God,  

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, 
that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.  

Amen.  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVI NG  Page 107 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Page 108 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

THE LORD ’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.   

Amen.  

COMMUNION  

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God ’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation, 
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you ”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you ”, include the 
promise of the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come 
forward for communion. We invite everyone to receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Ho-
ly Communion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome ”. In our serving communion trays, wine is darker 
red on the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve only gluten -free bread prepared in a 
kitchen excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat -gluten sensitivities. Come, taste and see, 
that the Lord is good.  

LAMB OF GOD  Page 112 

COMMUNION HYMNS   

 “The King Shall Come ” ELW 260  

 “My Lord, What a Morning ” ELW 438  

 “We Come to the Hungry Feast ” ELW 479  
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 POST -COMMUNION PRAYE R 

God our host,  

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the 
stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.  

Amen.  

SENDING  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BENEDICTION  

SENDING HYMN  “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” ELW 244 vs. 1,2,4  

SENDING  

Go in peace.  

Thanks be to God. Keep awake.   

POSTLUDE  

 

 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyrigh t 2021.  Used by permission 
of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14236.  

Preacher/Presider  The Rev.Ann Hultquist  

Worship Assistant  Deacon Korra Hultquist  

Council Hosts  Rick Samson  

Dorotha Ekx  

Ushers  Todd Gould  

Holly Keenan  

Reader  Sally Campbell  

Communion Assistants  Jeff Satur 

Shannon Satur  

Organist  Jeffrey Hartmann  
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 WELCOME to Worship!  

WELCOME to worship! We are so glad you are here!  

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel 
near the front.  

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.  

LARGE -PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.  

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one -half block north of the church on 
Terry Street.  

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading to the Big Room.  There are 
handicap accessible  restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.  

We love seeing you in worship!  

  


