-~ True & False
(Matthew 7:15-23)

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT &g

Matthew 7:15-23 Overview &
W, 15=20: True & False Prophets

w.21-23: True & False Disciples
In general: hew we live and act does matter

Seot MeKnight: "We may be saved by
Falth, but we are judged by works.,”

Jesus emphasizes the importance of
works

Prophets: pastors, teachers, ministry
leaders

Wallk througlh of 7:15-23

v.15: warning abeut false prophets: weolf
in sheep's clothing
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Wealk through of 7:15-23 k

Old Testament eriteria for determining a
true prophet:

Deuteronomy 13: seem good but then
will persuade the people to follow false
gods/someone other than Yahweh

Deuteronomy 18: will promise things
that do not come toe pass

A true prophet will point you to Yahwely\

alone and events will come to pass ﬁ




Wallk through of 7:15-23

Whoe are the “false prophets” or
“prophets” in the NT?

Mattthew 23:34k Jesus will send
“prophets and sages and teachers” wiho
will help them live righteously

Prophets grouped in with others
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Walk througlh of 7:15=-23

V.22 ‘Lord, Lord, dicd we not prophesy in
your name and in your name drive out
demons and n Yeur Name PEertorni ey
miracles?”’

Their hearts are far from God, Jesus calls
them evil doers, he never knew them

One should not acecept a leadership role
lighttly

Showy righteousness
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Wallk througlh of 7:15-23

V. 18: “a good tree bears good fruit, but a
bad tree bears bad fruit”

Fruit: spiritual grewth; the eutworking
off what is on the inside: eutcome of
one’s decisions
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Wealk through of 7:15-23

John 15:4-5; “Rermeain inh me, as [ also
remain in you. Ne branch can bear fruft by
itselifs it must remain in the vine. Neither
can you bear fruilt unless you remain in
me. | am the vine; you are the branches. If
yeu remain in me and [ in yeu, you will
bear mueh ruit; apart fron me You camn
co nothing.”

Calatians 5:22-23: “love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
falthfulness, gentleness and self=control
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Wallk through of 7:15-23 Walk througlh of 7:15=-23

Matthew 24 Jesus will address false

. 7 prophets and decelvers
Gelatians 5: these fruits are kneown as we

live [iffe ﬁ@@@ﬁh@[@ as we “serve one what willl follow these who claim o
another humbly in love” (v.13) and “Love come In Jesus’ name butt are actually
yeur neighbour as yeurself” (v.14). Talse, will be “wears and rumours of wars”
(v.6)
The option isn’t to do nothing. : SSAN O S
< \ : “Nation will rise against nation, and
Bear g@@@ﬂ fruit ever time because Truit kingdom against kingeom.” (v.7)
takes time A :
A the fruit of false prophets, teachers @m@ﬁ
A leaders will be vielence A
Wallk througlh of 7:15-23 Wealk through of 7:15-23
Wateh the pattern of a leader’s life.. the
ffrult, the things they set in motion.. what - : .
do they lead to? This passage is a remincer to all of us to
- - : be mindiful yet again of our inner lives s
There’s proloaibly not & pastor or & priest thatt the fruit we beer cutwardly will be
or a preacher preparing this text for a gooed fruit

sermon who deesnt sense the eyes of this
text staring at him or her.” N
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Takeaway

Cheese to remaln in Christ and by the
habits and practices we engage in to be
formed mere like Christ, together with
God’s Spirit, may we produce good fruil
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