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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Introduction: Romans 10:8-10 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart.” This is the word of faith that we preach: 9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved, 10 for with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

Confession under the Old Covenant pointed forward to Christ. Confession under the New Covenant centers on Christ. Confession for the believer today restores fellowship, releases our faith, and keeps us walking in the light. This series will walk us through these four confessions—the sinner under the Old Covenant, the sinner under the New Covenant, the believer’s confession of sins, and finally, the believer’s confession of faith—so that we can live boldly, in Truth.

Once a sinner confesses Jesus as Lord, salvation is secured. But the Christian life does not end at the moment of conversion—it begins there. As believers, we may stumble, and we may fall short, which causes a separation of fellowship with God, but not relationship. We must learn how to recognize this and restore fellowship our with God and with one another. That is why Scripture speaks of the believer’s ongoing confession of sins, not to be saved again, but to walk in the light, and keep our faith strong.

I. The Believers Confession of Sins
1. 1 John 1:3-10 we declare to you that which we have seen and heard, that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things to you so that our joy may be complete. 5 This then is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you: God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, yet walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.
A. This reminds us that fellowship can be broken—not because God withdraws His love, but because we can allow sin, disobedience, or neglect to hinder our walk with Him. 
B. It gives us both a warning and a promise: that if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
C. Note a couple of things in this passage of Scripture:
1) John was writing this to the Church, to believers who are already saved.
a. This is NOT written to sinners who are unsaved. 
b. We do NOT use this passage to try and get sinners to confess their sins before they can get saved. 
c. A sinner needs only to recognize that they are a sinner, in need of salvation, repent or turn away from their past, and confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
2) The word “fellowship” is stated four times in this passage.  
a. The context is a word of warning to the Church and God is dealing with the saints who have broken fellowship with their local church and/or with Father and His Son Jesus Christ.
b. This passage is also designed to show the believer the way back to fellowship.

2. The Danger of Denial 
A. “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.”
B. God is saying that if we are out of fellowship, but go one as if we are spiritually ok and in good standing then we have been deceived, we are not telling the truth, and we are not walking uprightly with Him. 
C. If we say that we have not been disobedient to walk in the light of the Word and the leading of the Holy Spirit then our fellowship with God has been broken.
D. To claim spiritually that all is well while ignoring the Truth or living in disobedience is self-deception. It robs us of power and leaves us vulnerable to further deception and is a major hinderance to our faith and getting our prayers answered.
E. This passage in John is expressly written to the believer who is out of fellowship with God and/or the Church and will not admit it. 
F. Often, this not a big thing but it starts in the simplest of instructions that we may have ignored or made excuses for. These are intended to lead us down a path of further deception and can take us far off our course.

3. The Simplicity of Obedience
A. Example: A pastor a few years ago had a young man in his church that had a call of the God on his life for the work of the the ministry, and they both knew it. The young man had showed some interest and so the pastor spent time with him and prayed for him often. However, the young man did not seem to be taking it too seriously and was not willing to put forth the effort. He seemed to be willing as long as he did not have to really sacrifice much and if it were to just fall in his lap so to speak. One day in prayer the Lord spoke to the pastor concerning the young man “I have called him, and I also told him 2 things to do, and if, and until he does them, nothing else is going to be revealed to him or manifest for him.” What were these 2 things:
1) Go to church, (Hebrews 10:24-25 – forsake not the assembling of yourselves.)
2) And be faithful. (Matthew 25:21 – He who faithful over a little, was made ruler over much.)
3) Matthew 22:14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.” (Ephesians 2:10 AMPC)
4) Living out the fullness of the plan of God for our lives requires that we live in obedience to the Word, in fellowship with Him, and with the Church.
B. “We deceive ourselves.” 
1) If we have sinned, we know it. The Holy Spirit is there to convict us, NOT condemn us, and lead us into the Truth. (John 16:13)
2) The more we walk down this path the more we sear our conscious to even recognize that we are living a lie and have broken fellowship. 
3) Eventually, if we keep up with this lie, we will become completely deceived not only in this one area, but in other areas of our life as well. This is the open door that will cause other deceptions to enter it and steal from us.
4) Many in the Church have wondered why their faith is not working for them. Could it be broken fellowship?
5) This passage was written as a wakeup call to the Church to conduct a spiritual checkup and to repent and get back into fellowship with, to have your faith work, to get your prayers answered, to hear clearly from Him for your life, for your family, for your Church family, and for community.

4. Walk in Love with God and Man
A. 1 Peter 3:7-12 Likewise, you husbands, live considerately with your wives, giving honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they too are also heirs of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered. 8 Finally, be all of one mind, be loving toward one another, be gracious, and be kind. 9 Do not repay evil for evil, or curse for curse, but on the contrary, bless, knowing that to this you are called, so that you may receive a blessing. 10 For “He who would love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit. 11 Let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their prayers; but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
1) Broken relationships and damaged fellowship will hinder our prayers and our faith will NOT work.
2) Faith works by LOVE! (Galatians 5:6, 1 Corinthians 13:1-8)
B. Mark 11:24-26 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you will receive them, and you will have them. 25 And when you stand praying, forgive if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven may also forgive you your sins. 26 But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your sins.” 
1) Jesus reveals the Truth of the Word working in the life of the believer who will stand on it but He also reveals a major hinderance to it working, and that it is to walk in love.
2) To walk in love with one another, freely forgiving each other can only be done as an act of our will while yielding to Love Himself on the inside of us.
3) Romans 5:5 “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”
4) If we miss it, be quick to repent.

5. The Call to Repentance
A. Hebrews 4:15-16 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
1) Be quick to repent of sin being brutally honest with yourself before God.
2) Lord, I missed it ___________. I now repent, turning from it completely – taking necessary steps to avoid it all cost. Please forgive me, and I now receive my forgiveness, and the grace of God that empowers me to live free from this, and I receive my fellowship with God and man restored.
3) According to 1 John 1:9 if I will confess my sins ONCE, at that moment He forgives me, and I now stand in His Presence without any sense of guilt, shame, or condemnation. Fellowship is restored and I now qualify to receive from Him. (1 John 5:14-15)
4) NOTE: Once you have confessed your sin, do NOT ever bring the past sin that you have repented of up to Him again. This will only build weakness, doubt, and sin-consciousness into your spirit. This is 100% from the devil who is “the accuser of the brethren.”
5) When you confessed sin and repented of it, God FORGOT it! He has NO memory that it ever happened! So why should you?

6. The Promise of Cleansing and Restoration
A. Isaiah 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord. Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
B. Isaiah 43:25-26 I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake, and will not remember your sins.  26 Put Me in remembrance; let us plead together; state your cause, that you may be justified.
C. Psalm 103:2-3 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits, 3 who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases
D. Hebrews 8:12 For I will be merciful toward their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.
E. Hebrews 9:14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
F. Hebrews 10:19-22 Therefore, brothers, we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way that He has opened for us through the veil, that is to say, His flesh, 21 and since we have a High Priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse them from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.
1) Without confidence and boldness, we will not approach God in full assurance of faith, knowing that when we come to Him that we have received our answer that He has provided for us.
2) Many Christians have talked themselves right out of faith because they have NOT forgiven themselves.
3) If God, has forgotten or blotted out our sin then we to must do the same.
G. Matthew 18:21-22 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall I forgive my brother who sins against me? Up to seven times? 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.
1) The Lord told Peter to forgive someone 490 times. Which was not a finite number but a metaphor referring back to Lamech in Genesis 4:23-24 when Lamech who was a violent man said that “if Cain will be avenged sevenfold, then truly Lamech seventy-sevenfold.”
2) Jesus used the reference as a point of contrast, as we do NOT seek revenge, but we always forgive without even counting the offenses.
3) The Lord is not unjust to ask us to do something that He Himself would not do, and has already done for us!
H. James 5:14-16 Is anyone sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed any sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Confess your faults to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man accomplishes much.
1) Notice the correlation between the believer NOT being able to receive their healing and confessing and repenting of sin.
2) There is healing in forgiveness – forgive others and forgive yourself.
3) I have heard of many testimonies where believers prayed and confessed and were holding fast to their confession, but were not receiving their healing. However, as soon as they repented and confessed their sins or forgave someone who wronged them, they received the manifestation of their healing. 
4) Faith works by love! Knowing that I am loved, in right standing with God, and with others before God puts me in a position to freely receive what God has already provided for me, IN Christ Jesus!

Confession of sin and receiving forgiveness restores fellowship, but confession of faith strengthens identity. Once we have repented and received forgiveness, we must also declare who we are IN Christ, what He has given us, and what we can do through Him. This final confession is the believer’s confession of faith, our ongoing declaration that keeps us walking in boldness and assurance. This is the voice of victory!

II. The Believers Confession of Faith 
1. The fourth confession is: 
1) the confession of our faith in the Word
2) the confession of who we are, what we have, and we can do now that we are IN Christ,
3) and in God the Father.

III. Closing 
1. Under the Old Covenant, confession prepared hearts for the coming of Christ. Under the New Covenant, confession of Jesus as Lord is the very foundation of salvation. For the believer, confession of sin restores fellowship and clears the path for faith to work unhindered. And finally, confession of faith declares in our Father, the Word of God, who we are, what we have, and what we can do, IN Christ.
2. Let us be a people quick to repent, quick to forgive, and bold to confess our faith—so that our fellowship with the God and one another may remain strong, and our joy may be complete.
