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“We believe God is calling us to 

invite people into a deeper rela-

tionship with Christ, that they 

may discover true peace and be 

prepared to follow Him in com-

passionate service.” 

Shalom Now! 

Cont’d 

As you may know, I’m a fan of the psalms. These ancient poems 
run the gamut of emotion, from rage and despair to blissful joy. 
In that way, they mirror the peaks and valleys of our lives. They 
can speak the word of God into any situation. In the psalms, we 
give expression to the darkness and light of our nature: our 
capacity for thanks and praise as well as for cursing and rage. In 
them, we confess our sin and receive assurance of God’s 
steadfast love. 

One of my favorites during the Advent and Christmas seasons is Psalm 24, 
especially this portion (sung as part of Handel’s Messiah): 
 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in! 
Who is the King of glory? 

The LORD, strong and mighty, 
the LORD, mighty in battle. 
Lift up your heads, O gates! 

and be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in! 

Who is this King of glory? 
The LORD of hosts, 

he is the King of glory. 
 

This psalm, perhaps composed for procession into the Temple, tells us one 
important thing: God is Sovereign over all. This struck not only at the 
claims of rival gods—the Baals and the Asherahs—but also at the claims of 
human sovereigns. Human leaders have often made too much of their own 
abilities and brilliance. They have often claimed too much, making 
themselves into idols. This psalm puts the lie to those claims.  
 

Rather, we remember a very different kind of Sovereign during Advent and 

Christmas. We remember the infant King Jesus, who comes not with 

military might or braggadocio, but in vulnerable human flesh. We 

remember the King who doesn’t wage physical war on physical enemies, but 

conquers the root of suffering: sin, death, and the devil. We remember that 

the King of glory is known to us fully in a particular man, at a particular  
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For onto us a child is born 

time and particular place, who was crucified by the combined powers of religion and the state. We 
remember that the King of Glory is none other than Jesus the Christ, crucified and risen for the life 
of the world. 
 

When we remember those things, we remember that no other human leader has any ultimate claim 
on us. Neither does any human ideology or system of governance. The only true Sovereign is our 
King of Glory, Jesus Christ. 
 

Love to you all, 
 

Pastor David 
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Cont’d 
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Shalom Lutheran Financial Activity: 

Jan/Oct 25 
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Runestone Chorus: A New Musical Community in Alexandria 

This fall marks the exciting beginning of a new musical journey in the Al-
exandria area! A community choir—Runestone Chorus—has begun 
meeting at Shalom Lutheran Church, under the direction of Sam Meehan. 
Rehearsals are held every Tuesday evening at 6:30 PM. 

Open to all who love to sing, Runestone Chorus offers a welcoming space 
for anyone interested in making music together and connecting with oth-
ers through song. Whether you're an experienced vocalist or just someone 
who enjoys singing in the shower, this group is about community, creativ-
ity, and the joy of shared music-making. 

If you’d like to learn more, feel free to reach out to Sam Meehan via email 
at sam.meehan.sm@gmail.com, by phone at 4064809675 or better yet, 
come check out a rehearsal or two. You might just find your voice and 
your people! 
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BOOKWORM BUNCH 
 
We meet the last Monday of each month at Shalom at 1 
pm unless it is a holiday! If you enjoy reading and dis-
cussion, come join us sometime to see if you would en-
joy our group! Contact Barb Beyer 952-297-2541 or Joann Garland 
320-219-0810 if you have any questions!  

Adult Bible Study 

First, the good news:  God always speaks to us through the Bible.   
 

Second, the bad news:  we don’t listen or read the Bible as  often as we would 
like. 
 

Third, the good news: we can share God’s Word in inspiring  ways.   Come to 
our gatherings on Thursday mornings from 10-11:00 am.  

Following is the list of books selected for discussion. 

REMINDER: Please continue to support our Coffee 
Fund with your donations. The donation box is located 
on the treat table in the Community Room! 

                                                                

December 8                       Tentative date for group luncheon  
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UKE-tide Caroling 

The Gospel of Uke invites you to join us 
for caroling at Edgewood in Alexandria  
at 2pm on Sunday, December 14th. 
We'll spend time filling the residents 
with  
Christmas joy on the assisted living 
wing and the memory care wing. If you 
have questions, you can contact Sam 
Meehan at music@shalomlutheran.org.  

It’s that time of year again. We are coming into the Christmas season. That 
means a few different things. 
 
1. Caroling-We will be caroling with the Gospel of Uke at Edgewood this year 

on December 14th at 2pm. 
2. We will be doing the same Christmas program that we did last year that 

everyone loved so much. Come join us on 12/21, grab a costume and im-
merse yourself in the story of the birth of Jesus Christ! 

3. Following the Christmas program, during coffee hour, we will be holding 
our annual youth bake sale. Come support the youth and get some deli-
cious goodies! Like we have in years past, we will give folks the option to 
contribute baked goods to this years bake sale. If you have too many baked 
goods an nowhere to bring them for the holidays, you can bring them to 
Shalom for the youth bake sale.  
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       Dec 3 5:30-6:30     Dec 10 5:30-6:30 
       Grades 6-8  Confirmation   Grades 6-8 Confirmation 
       Pre-K-6th                              Pre-K-6th                
 
       Dec 17 5:30-6:30                      Dec 24 5:30-6:30 
       Grades 6-8 Confirmation               No activities  
 Pre–K-6th                                 
 
       Dec 31 No activities  

GWOH Dec. 2025 Shalom 
Newsletter 
 

God’s Work Our Hands Team 

and Shalom’s youth invite you 

to support the Christmas Angel 

Tree set up in the Narthex this 

month. The tree will display 

decorated angels with gift 

suggestions for residents of 

Viking Towers. If you can, grab 

an angel off the tree, shop and 

place the unwrapped gift and 

Angel under the tree. Gift 

cards, however, should be left 

in the church office. 
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Dec Shared  Ministry 

 

Training is available for serving.  Let the office 

know and arrangements will be made for a train-

ing session.  

If you are unable to be here for your Shared Minis-

try appointment, please try your best to find 

someone else to take your place.  Then, let the 

church Office know who will be here.   

Thank you to all who 

share their  time & tal-

ents to bring God’s 

word to our  Shalom 

family and friends. We 

are always looking for 

more people who 

would like to share in 

this   Ministry. 

Shared Ministry 12/7/2025 0:00 12/14/2025 0:00 12/21/2025 0:00 12/28/2025 0:00 

Acolyte Mara Malvin Caedyn Whipkey Olivia Flaten 
Rhe'von 
Richmond 

Assisting Minister Nola Smith Deb Kramer Cami Pexsa 
Carol 
Hedlund 

Communion Assistants Cheryl Burbank Amber Whipkey Grant Pexsa Dean Kliewer 

Communion Assistants Angie Erickson Amy Klimek Dave Morgan 
Catherine 
Kliewer 

Communion 
Bread/Month Vic Dale Vic Dale Vic Dale Vic Dale 

Greeters Linda Fenelon Renae Hills 
Pam 
McCormick 

Eric 
Holthusen 

Greeters Connie Facciotto Rachel Buse Amy Schlosser 
Kala 
Holthusen 

Kitchen Monitor/Month Cheryl Burbank Cheryl Burbank Cheryl Burbank 
Cheryl 
Burbank 

Lector Tam Bukowski Joann Garland Sarah Fleener 
Brian 
Casaven 

Proclaim Slide 
Presenter CJ/Kim/Julie CJ/Kim/Julie CJ/Kim/Julie CJ/Kim/Julie 

Usher Fritz Bukowski Lona Neubarth Renae Hills Dave Malvin 

Usher Sherri Endreson Craig Neubarth Darrell Neilsen 
Sherri 
Endreson 

Counter Renae Hills Vic Dale Derek Navratil 
Craig 
Neubarth 

Counter Al Anderson Renae Hills Dave Burbank Al Anderson 
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Dec Birthdays 

Your Shalom family rejoices with you as you celebrate the day God gave you life.  Birthday Blessings!  If we missed you birthday please let us 
know in the church office because we would like to include you in our thoughts and prayers on your birthday! 

Hospitality treats will be served in 

the Community Room between 

10:30 and 11:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

The schedule Dec is:  

If you are unable to make it, 
please call someone to replace 
you. Thank you  

   

   

 

   

12-07-25 12-14-25 12-21-25 

  
Ryan & Rachel Buse 

Tom & Renae Hills 

Courtney Bouressa 

  
Joann Garland 

Pam McCormick 

Charmaine Munt 

  
Randy & Leann Hoffbeck 

Judy Hoffman 

Darrell Neilsen  

12-28-25 

  
The Malvin/Freier Family 

  

    

12/01 Johnson Nick 

12/01 Thompson Joyce 

12/07 Kappmeyer Katie 

12/09 Buse Ryan 

12/09 Scholer-Kliewer Catherine 

12/11 Arnquist Tom 

12/11 Flaten Mike 

12/11 Mohon Kiera 

12/15 Arneson Ed 

12/15 Cadena, Jr. Skylar 

12/16 Engstrom Sue 

12/16 Erickson Ryan 

12/17 Linow MaCee 

12/18 Klimek Natalie 

12/20 Wacholz Beth 

12/21 Dale Maddi 

12/22 Hoven Debbie 

12/23 Engeldorf Brad 

12/24 Dale Jake 

12/27 Holthusen Eric 

12/28 Mays Terry 

12/29 Wacholz Tom 

12/30 Huset Kaitlyn 

12/31 Granning Karsen 



 15 

 

D
ecem

b
er 



 16 

 

Shalom Lutheran Church, ELCA 
681 Voyager Drive 
Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-762-8641 
office@shalomlutheran.org 

Follow us on Facebook: 

@shalomlutheranchurch 


