Empires in the Ancient World

C. 2,350-2,150 BC The Akkadian Empire exists in what is now Iraq
C. 1,600 BC The Hittite Empire arises in what is now Turkey
C. 1,200 BC The Hittite Empire in Turkey collapses

C. 880 BC The Assyrians of Northern Iraq begin to create a great empire
C. 750 BC Rome is founded

The Assyrian Empire is at its peak

620s BC The Assyrian Empire is split by civil war

612 BC A rebellion led by Babylon brings the Assyrian Empire to an end. The
Babylonians then create their own empire.

559-529 BC Cyrus the Great founder of the Persian Empire reigns
546 BC Cyrus conquers Lydia in Asia Minor
539 BC Babylon is captured by the Persians

525 BC The Persians conquer Egypt

490 BC The Greeks defeat the Persians at the Battle of Marathon
480 BC The Greeks defeat another Persian invasion

C. 480 BC The Phoenicians found Carthage in Tunisia

391 BC The Romans defeat the Etruscans

322 BC In India the Mauryan Empire is founded

338 BC Philip of Macedon conquers Greece

334 BC Alexander the Great invades the Persian Empire

333 BC Alexander wins the Battle of Issus

332 BC Alexander conquers Egypt

330 BC Alexander controls all of the former Persian Empire

323 BC Alexander dies and his generals split his empire between them
247 BC The Parthian Empire is founded in Persia



273-236 BC The great Indian Emperor Asoka lives

264-241 BC The First Punic War is fought between Rome and Carthage (on the
North African coast). Rome wins and gains Sicily.

218-201 BC The Second Punic War is fought. The great Carthaginian general
Hannibal leads an expedition through Spain over the Alps against Rome, but he
fails to capture the city.

202 BC The Romans defeat the Carthaginians in the battle of Zama in North
Africa

185 BC The Mauryan Empire in India ends

149-146 BC The Third Punic War is fought between Rome and Carthage. Rome
destroys Carthage.

111 BC China conquers northern Vietnam

58-51 BC Julius Caesar conquers Gaul (France)

30 BC Egypt becomes a province of the Roman Empire

98-117 AD Trajan is Emperor of Rome. The Roman Empire reaches its peak.

224 AD In Persia a member of the Sassanid family kills the last Parthian king and
founds the Sassanid Empire

C. 300 The Ghana Empire arises in Western Africa

C. 320 In India the Gupta Empire begins

395 The Roman Empire permanently splits into two parts, East and West
407 Germanic tribes overrun Gaul (France)

410 The Goths capture Rome

455 AD The Vandals capture Rome

476 AD The Western Roman Empire ends completely
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