1st Sunday of Advent - ELW 6
November 30, 2025 - 8:15 & 10:45 am

Accompanist Diane Rauser
Liturgists Lois Kern & Rachel Barton/Vickie Boelman

ELW= the red hymn book under your seat. Hymns are located
in the back of the book. A pew Bible is also located beneath
your seat.

T indicates stand as able

Gathering
Prelude

Welcome

T Confession and Forgiveness

We confess our sins before God and one another.
God who was and is and is to come,

Despite our best intentions, even our deepest desires, we
find ourselves time and again turning away from you to
follow after other gods—possessions, people, comforts—in an
effort to fill the hole that only you can. In so doing we have
harmed ourselves, others, and your holy creation by what we
have said and done, and by the things we have neglected to
do. Open our eyes to see that you alone are the source of our
wholeness. Forgive us our wrongs and inspire us to the work
of making them right, for the sake of your son, Jesus

Christ.

Beloved of God, like the prodigal son, you are always
received home with great joy. Your sins are forgiven in the



name of Jesus Christ. Go forth in newness of life. Amen.

T Gathering Hymn: Come, Thou Almighty King ELW 408
Come, thou almighty King,
help us thy name to sing;
help us to praise;
Father all-glorious,
o'er all victorious,
come and reign over us,
Ancient of Days.

Come, thou incarnate Word,
merciful, mighty Lord;

our prayer attend.

Come and thy people bless,
and give thy word success,
and let thy righteousness
on us descend.

Come, holy Comforter,
thy sacred withess bear
in this glad hour!

Thou who almighty art,
rule now in ev'ry heart,
never from us depart,
Spirit of pow'r.

To thee, great One in Three,
eternal praises be

hence evermore!

Thy sov'reign majesty

may we in glory see,



and to eternity
love and adore.

T Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with

you.
T Kyrie

ELW p. 165-166
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

0

pa > >
P — A — p—

For the peace from a - bove, and [or our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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God, and for the umi -ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.
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T Hymn of Praise

men.

ELW p. 167-168
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| Lord God, heaven-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we

praise you for your glo - ry.
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T Prayer of the Day

God of deliverance,

Make us strong in our faith, unafraid to hold fast to your
word, inspired to act on behalf of those in heed no matter
what resistance we might face. Walk with us, protect us,
and liberate us to speak your truth in word and deed. In

Jesus’ hame we pray. Amen.

T Lighting the Advent Wreath
Daniel spoke of the one coming with the clouds at the end

of all things.



Jesus, you are the one who is coming. Your advent in our

broken world is sure.
We light this candle in expectation of your coming among

us.
Amen.

Come Now, O Prince of Peace ELW 247 Verse 1
Come now, O Prince of peace,

Make us one body.

Come, O Lord Jesus,

reconcile your people.

Reading: Daniel 3: 1, 8-30

King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height
was sixty cubits and whose width was six cubits; he set it up
on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 8Accordingly,
at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced
the Jews. °They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live
forever! *°You, O king, have made a decree, that everyone
who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp,
drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall down and
worship the golden statue, **and whoever does not fall down
and worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.
“There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the
affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. These pay no heed to you, O King. They do not
serve your gods and they do not worship the golden statue
that you have set up.” **Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage
commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be
brought in; so they brought those men before the king.
“Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach,



Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and
you do not worship the golden statue that | have set up?
>Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn,
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to
fall down and worship the statue that | have made, well and
good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be
thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that
will deliver you out of my hands?” **Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have
no need to present a defense to you in this matter. *’If our
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of
blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us.
18But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve
your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you
have set up.” **Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage
against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face was
distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times
more than was customary, “°and ordered some of the
strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of lazing fire.
“1So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their
trousers, their hats, and their other garments, and they were
thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. *’Because the king’s
command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated,
the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. *But the three men, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace
of blazing fire. **Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished
and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors, “Was it not
three men that we threw bound into the fire?” They answered



the king, “True, O king.” °He replied, “But | see four men
unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not
hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god.”
2°Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace
of blazing fire and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire.
2"And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s
counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not
had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their
heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not
even the smell of fire came from them. **Nebuchadnezzar
said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants
who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’'s command and
yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god
except their own God. *°Therefore | make a decree: Any
people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy against
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn
limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for there is no
other god who is able to deliver in this way.” *°Then the king
promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province
of Babylon.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

T Gospel Acclamation:
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Al - le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e-ter - nal Iife. Al-le-1lu - 1a.

1 GOSPEL: John 18: 36-37
The Holy Gospel according to John the 18th chapter.

Glory, to you, O Lord
3¢Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If
my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be
fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.
But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” *’Pilate asked
him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that |
am a king. For this | was born, and for this | came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the
truth listens to my voice.”
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The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon Jordan Presnall
Sermon Pastor Beth Wartick
Hymn: Every Time | Feel the Spirit ACS 942

Refrain
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out of his mouth came fire and smoke.
asked o s s o my Lord if all was mine.
chills the bod - vy but not the soul.
T Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
the dead.
On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

T Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in the promise of Jesus’ advent among us, we pray
for the church, the world, and all those in need.

Saving God, as you walked in the fiery furnace with your
faithful servants, protect and empower all who stand up to
injustice, that their message might transform even those who

condemn them. God who was, and is, and is to come, We lift
our prayers to you.

Guide those who work on behalf of this beautiful world you
have created, and all forms of life that inhabit it. Soften the
hearts of those who insist on destroying the natural world for
their own gain or comfort. God who was, and is, and is to

come, We lift our prayers to you.

You give us a peace which the world cannot, O God.
Discourage us from seeking after temporary assurances or
flimsy hopes. Instill generosity within us during a season that
can often become a frantic scramble to take care of our own
concerns. Open us to the unfolding mystery of your presence



among us. God who was, and is, and is to come, We lift our
prayers to you.

Equip all who provide care for the suffering, that those in
need of help, hope, and healing experience your very real
presence with them in their pain especially Ann, the family of
Chris, Kristy, Marvin and family .God who was, and is, and is

to come, We lift our prayers to you.

So many of the saints who have come before us have dealt
with persecution and other challenges to their faith, yet have
remained steadfast. Make us bold to live as they did. God

who was, and is, and is to come, We lift our prayers to you.

Steadfast and loving God, gather these prayers we have
offered, both aloud and silent, into your loving arms, for we
know that you are faithful and will never abandon us. In

Jesus’ hame we pray. Amen.
T Peace

Liturgy of the Meal

Offering: RLC Ministry relies on your generosity. You can
make a gift in support of our ministry by placing

it in the offering plates as they are passed, or EIEE
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by scanning the QR to give securely online. ‘{E_Ii
Thank you for your faithful stewardship. ,_'.::.

Offering Prayer [=] g
Gracious God, you enrich our lives in big and

small ways, materially and spiritually. Inspired by your
generosity, we return these gifts to the work of the church: to



enlighten and inspire, to care for those in need, and to act
for justice. Bless these gifts to your service. Amen.

T Great Thanksgiving ELW p.172
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T Proper Preface
It is indeed...join their unending hymn

T Holy, Holy, Holy
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T Eucharistic Prayer

T Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,



your will be done,

oh earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion
Lamb of God
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Communion Hymn: Abide with Me ELW 629

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.



When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
help of the helpless, oh, abide with me.

Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;
earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away;,
change and decay in all around | see;

O thou who changest not, abide with me.

| need thy presence ev'ry passing hour;

what but thy grace can foil the tempter's pow'r?
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me.

| fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;

ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
| triumph still, if thou abide with me!

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes,

shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
heav'n's morning breaks,

and earth's vain shadows flee;

in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Sending
Announcements

T Blessing
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus
Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit *+ bless you

and give you peace. Amen.



T Sending Hymn: The King Shall Come ELW 260

The King shall come when morning dawns
and light triumphant breaks,

when beauty gilds the eastern hills

and life to joy awakes.

Not as of old a little child,

to bear and fight and die,

but crowned with glory like the sun
that lights the morning sky.

Oh, brighter than the rising morn
when Christ, victorious, rose

and left the lonesome place of death,
despite the rage of foes.

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
shall dawn upon our race

the day when Christ in splendor comes,
and we shall see his face.

The King shall come when morning dawns
and light and beauty brings.

Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:
come quickly, King of kings.

T Dismissal
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.

Thanks be to God.
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