



-
In that day… (vv. 18-20)






‘…I will…







…make for them a covenant with the beast of the field, the birds of the 








heavens, and the creeping things of the ground







…abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land








Formerly, “I will break the bow of Israel” (1:5)








Now, “I will abolish the bow…from the land” (2:18)







…and make you lie down in safety…’






‘…I will…







…betroth you to me forever







…betroth you to me in righteousness, justice, steadfast love, mercy







…betroth you to me in faithfulness








…and you shall know the LORD…’




-
In that day… (vv. 21-23)






‘…I will answer (anah)…







…the heavens, and they shall answer…








…the earth, and it shall answer…









…the grain, the wine, the oil, and they shall answer…










…Jezreel (“God will sow”)






‘…I will…







…sow her for myself in the land…







…have mercy on No Mercy (Lo-ruhama)







…say to Not My People (Lo-ammi) “You are my people”…








…and he shall say, “You are my God”








“To affirm that Yahweh is their God is to confess that he is their Savior, to submit to him as their only King, to worship him as the One who alone is worthy, and to awaken the truth that they had once rejected.” (Garrett, p. 96)



What will it mean for Israel to (actually) “return to her” husband (v. 7)?




--
She will be responsive to the word and action of the LORD (“answer”).




--
She will not confuse her identity or fortunes to anything other than the LORD (“my Husband”).




--
She will understand accurately the person and character of the LORD (“know”).




--
She will rightfully claim and live-out that the LORD is her only God (“my God”). 
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Hosea 2:14-23
Review

The Book of Hosea: (1) It is the first book of the minor prophets in the Old Testament (starting on page 751 in the ESV Pew Bible); (2) It recounts the “word of the LORD” to Hosea, a man who served as a prophet in deed and in word; (3) His prophetic ministry was most immediately to the northern kingdom of Israel (Samaria), then to the southern kingdom of Judah (Jerusalem); (4) He began his prophetic ministry likely shortly before Jeroboam II died (753 BC) and concluded shortly after Hezekiah began to reign (729 BC).



The Book of Hosea is about the faithlessness of God’s people and his faithfulness to them, illustrated most poignantly through marital (in)fidelity.  
Hosea’s Family—Retribution and Restoration, pt. 3
2:14-23




Outline

-
1:2-3:5 are (broadly) recognized as a literary unit, which, together, functions like a micro version of what takes place in 4:1-14:9.

-
Hosea and his family feature prominently in this first section (1:2-3:5), likely to effectively establish the marital-faithfulness theme, and then do not feature at all in the last section (4:1-14:9).


-
This first section (1:2-3:5) begins (1:2-3) and ends (3:1-3) similarly, with the LORD (YHWH) commanding Hosea to act (“Go”) as a demonstration of his word.


-
The first section (1:2-3:5) can be further subdivided into three (sub)sections (1:2-2:1 / 2:2-23 / 3:1-5):


(1:2-2:1) Hosea is commanded to take a wife of whoredom and have children by her, who will illustrate both God’s retribution and restoration.



--
(1:3b-9) The three children’s names represent future retribution


--
(1:10-2:1) The three children’s names will also represent future restoration



(2:2-23) God now uses the illustration of the children and their names to speak directly to the children of Israel about their mother and them.




--
(2:2-13) God tells the children of Israel how he will punish their mother



--
(2:14-23) God tells the children of Israel how he will pursue their mother

God uses the illustration of the children and their names to speak directly to the children of Israel about their mother and them.


Remember


Hosea = represents “the LORD” (YHWH or Yahweh)



Gomer = represents (firstly) “the house of Israel” (the northern kingdom)



The Three Children = represent (generally) “the children of Israel”; each of the three children also (specifically) represent both the LORD’s future retribution on Israel and also his plans to restore them one day.




What do we see in 2:2-23? 




The LORD directly addresses the children (the people of Israel), not their mother (the nation of Israel), appealing to them to recognize what their mother is doing and to reject it; but, to also recognize their own guilt in following in the way of their mother and the LORD’s response if they do not repent.


What does God want the children to do? (2:2-5)




“‘Plead with your mother, plead- for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband- that she put away her whoring from her face, and her adultery from between her breasts…’”





“‘…lest I strip her naked and make her as in the day she was born…’” (v. 3)





“‘…upon her children also I will have no mercy, because they are children of whoredom…’” (v. 4)



What is God going to do to their mother? (2:6-13, 14-23) 




“Therefore I will…” (vv. 6-8)




“‘…hedge up her way…so that she cannot find her paths…her lovers…’” 



“Therefore I will…” (vv. 9-13)





“‘…take back my grain…and punish her for the feast days of the Baals…’”




What does the LORD say in the third “therefore”?! 




“Therefore, behold, I will…” (vv. 14-15, 16-23)





“‘…allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly to her.”






allure her







bring her into the wilderness







speak tenderly to her (lit. speak to heart)








Formerly, “I will make her like a wilderness” (2:3)








Now, “I will (allure her in) the wilderness” (2:14)





there






I will… 







…give her her vineyards (see 2:12)






…make the Valley of Achor a door of hope (see Joshua 7:18-26)







Formerly, “I will lay waste her vines” (2:12)








Now, “I will give her her vineyards” (2:15)







“In a manner reminiscent of the change which occurred in 1:10-2:1, there now breaks into the bleak scenes of Israel’s perfidious obsession with the gods of Canaan the light of the LORD’s sovereign restoration of his people Only through his gracious initiative can the exclusive relationship of the LORD and Israel be put on a proper basis and their fellowship resumed.” (Mackay, 95)






She shall…







…answer (anah) as in the days of her youth (approx. 700 yrs earlier)







as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt








the days of her youth = when she came out of the land of Egypt








ESV Exodus 6:6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, 'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7 I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.








ESV Deuteronomy 27:9 Then Moses and the Levitical priests said to all Israel, "Keep silence and hear, O Israel: this day you have become the people of the LORD your God. 10 You shall therefore obey the voice of the LORD your God, keeping his commandments and his statutes, which I command you today."








the wilderness








ESV Deuteronomy 32:9 But the LORD's portion is his people, Jacob his allotted heritage. 10 "He found him in a desert land, and in the howling waste of the wilderness; he encircled him, he cared for him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. 11 Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its young, spreading out its wings, catching them, bearing them on its pinions, 12 the LORD alone guided him, no foreign god was with him.






When will this happen? (And, what all will happen when it happens?)




-
In that day… (vv. 16-17)





‘…you will call me “My Husband,” and no longer will you call me “My Baal”






‘…for I will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth








and they shall be remembered by name no more…’ (See 2:13)
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