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Lead Like Jesus 12 – Mobilizes
Christ the King
Small Group Discussion Guide
November 23, 2025

Sermon Recap
This sermon explores the dual nature of Christ's kingship through two contrasting yet complementary biblical passages. The first shows Jesus on the cross, demonstrating power through sacrificial love and mercy rather than worldly authority. The second presents the resurrected Jesus claiming all authority and commissioning his followers to make disciples. The pastor uses the metaphor of funhouse mirrors to illustrate how we often see ourselves through distorted worldly perspectives, when we should instead see ourselves through Christ's eyes. The message emphasizes that true authority comes from self-giving love, and that Christians are called to participate in expanding God's kingdom through the same radical love Jesus demonstrated on the cross.
Intro Prayer
Heavenly Father, as we gather together today, we ask that you open our hearts and minds to receive what you want to teach us through your Word. Help us to see ourselves not through the distorted mirrors of worldly opinions, but through your loving eyes. Guide our discussion and help us to understand more deeply what it means to follow Christ our King. May your Holy Spirit lead us into truth and transform us through our time together. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
Ice Breaker
Have you ever had an experience with a funhouse mirror at a carnival or fair? What was that like, and how did it make you feel about your reflection?
Key Verses
· Luke 23
· Matthew 28:18-20



Questions
· How does Jesus' demonstration of power on the cross challenge our worldly understanding of authority and leadership?
· In what ways do we sometimes see ourselves through 'funhouse mirrors' - the distorted opinions and expectations of others?
· What does it mean practically to see ourselves through Christ's eyes rather than the world's eyes?
· How do the cross and the Great Commission work together to show us the complete picture of Christ's kingship?
· Jesus said 'Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.' How can we extend this same mercy to others in our daily lives?

· What does it look like to participate in expanding God's kingdom in our current context and community?
· How can we use Christ as our 'divine GPS' when we face difficult decisions or unclear paths?
· The pastor mentioned that we are called to reflect Christ's radical love in a suffering world. What are some practical ways we can do this in our everyday lives?
Life Application
This week, identify one area where you've been seeing yourself through the 'funhouse mirror' of others' opinions rather than through Christ's eyes. Make a conscious effort to seek God's perspective on this area through prayer and Scripture. Additionally, look for one specific opportunity to extend Christ's mercy and love to someone who might be forgotten, hurting, or on the margins of your community.
Key Takeaways
· True authority and power come from sacrificial love, not worldly domination
· We should see ourselves through Christ's eyes rather than through the distorted perspectives of others
· The cross and the Great Commission together reveal the complete nature of Christ's kingship
· Christians are commissioned to participate in expanding God's kingdom through radical love and mercy
· Christ serves as our divine GPS, guiding us through life's challenges and decisions
Ending Prayer
Christ our King, thank You for showing us what true authority looks like through your sacrificial love on the cross. Help us to live this week shaped by your love rather than by the distorted mirrors of worldly expectations. Guide us as we seek to extend your mercy to others and participate in Your kingdom mission. May we walk confidently in your promise to be with us always, and may our lives reflect your radical love to a world in need. Lead us, send us, and stay with us, O Christ our King. Amen.
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