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Christ the King Sunday -- Nov. 23, 2025 

10 a.m. Worship at Zion’s Lutheran Church 

Welcome Friends and Guests: Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice 
and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus 
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a king 

should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the world as 
humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to 
paradise. 

Serving this Sunday: 

  Worship – Pastors Lisa Rygiel, Mike McNeil & Charlotte Strecker-Baseler 
  Musicians –Mark Nelson 

  Ushers – T. M. Garner & Terri Watson 

  Communion – Steve & Carol Hanson 

Worship: In boundless diversity, we all are made in God's image! If you are 
visiting or new to our faith family, please sign our guest book and feel free to 
learn more about us. Come back and worship each Sunday at 10 a.m. 

Communion: We celebrate open communion. This is Christ’s table, all are 
welcome. You may come forward for the sacraments or cross your arms across 
your chest for a blessing. Our bread is gluten free and both wine and white 

grape juice (center of communion tray) are available. 

Fellowship: Please join us after worship today for food and fellowship. All are 
welcome! 

Other Information: Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. 
Restrooms are in the Fellowship Hall adjoining the sanctuary; our  
ushers can direct you. For pastoral care, call Pastor Lisa  

at 719-846-7785 or send an email: zionsluth@gmail.com.  
Additional information about Zion's can be found on our website at: 
zionsluth.org. 

Zion’s Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community. 

mailto:zionsluth@gmail.com
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~Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Gathering of Prayers & Call to Worship 
God has called all of us here beloved. 
We are given new names of hope and promise. 

Even though storms and trials have assailed us, 
God has drawn us through to the time of salvation. 

Thanks be to God for God’s victory in Jesus Christ! 

May Jesus reign in our hearts all of our days. Amen. 

Confession & Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God…in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn: #434 Jesus Shall Reign  

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of the Creator God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also, with you. 
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Kyrie  
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Canticle of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day  
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 
worship you; we glorify you; we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with 

us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

~Word~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the 
Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 

who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven 
them away, and you have not attended to them. So, I will attend to you for your 

evil doings, says the Lord.  

3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have 
driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 

multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they 
shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 5 The 

days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in 

safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 46 
1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

 3 though its waters rage and foam, 

 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 

5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
 God shall help it at the break of day. 
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

 God speaks, and the earth melts away. 

7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
 what desolations God has brought up- on the earth; 

 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
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10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Second Reading: Colossians 1:11-20 
11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, 

so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the 
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 
13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him 
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him 

and for him.  

17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 

that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the 
blood of his cross. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  
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Gospel: Luke 23:33-43 
The holy gospel according to Luke chapter 23. Glory to you, O Lord. 

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 

with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast 
lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders 

scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah 
of God, his chosen one!”  

36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and 
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an 
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are 
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, 

“Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  

41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve 
for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, 

remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in paradise.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Message: Mary McKenna 

Sermon: Pr. Lisa Rygiel 

Hymn of the Day: #954 You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd  

~Healing Time~ 
God comes to us in our times of suffering. 

As we conclude this church calendar year…, we have an opportunity to ask God for 
help and healing. Now, as we share in hymns of love and healing, feel free to come 

forward for a blessing; if you are unable to come forward, please let an usher know 
and we will come to you.  

Hymn of Healing: #614 There Is a Balm in Gilead  

Hymn of Healing: #612 Healer of Our Every Ill  

Prayer of Healing  

Gracious and loving God…Fill us with the light and hope to see ourselves—our 

bodies, minds, and spirits—as you see us: beloved children of the living God. 
Amen.  

Peace 

The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and the 
abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
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~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 

An offering is gathered for missions of the church. You can give using check or cash 
(mail to 510 Pine Street), or online at: 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741 

Offertory: #1032 Lift Up Your Head, vs. 4  

Offering Prayer 

Holy God, gracious and merciful…Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also, with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

  

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears…we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus 
shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord 

Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. Amen. 

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread 
and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come, 

Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. Amen. 

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, 
rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of 

your Son. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor is yours, Creator God, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

God’s love is wide. God’s table is big. No one is excluded. 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Our bread is gluten free & both wine and white grape juice are available. God 
comes to us in worship and song. God also comes to us in silence and stillness. 

Please use the time before and after you commune for silent contemplation. 

Communion Hymn: #838 Beautiful Savior 

Communion Hymn: #616 Jesus Remember Me  
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Song of Thanksgiving  

 

Communion Prayer 

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart and nourished 

us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now 
send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth 
this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

~Sending~  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements & Special Blessings  

Benediction  
Though the days increase in their darkness, the Lord of light and love reigns 

supreme. May the power of God’s love be in your hearts and reflected in your lives 

now and always. Go in peace, ☩ and may the Lord bless you and keep you. The 

Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace. Amen. 

Sending Hymn: #660 Lift High the Cross 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 
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~Announcements~ 

• Fellowship Time: Join us after worship for coffee & conversation.  

• Fifth Sunday Offering: Whenever there are five Sundays in a month (like this 
November), Zion’s collects a special offering for various causes and ministries. 

This month, our offering will benefit Trinidad’s Coalition for the Unhoused. Please 
consider donating, particularly at a time when there is so much need. 

• Beginning of Advent: Nov. 30, is the first Sunday of Advent. As in years past, 

we will decorate the Sanctuary in stages, beginning with the hanging of the 
greens and putting Chrismon Ornaments on the tree. If you can lend a hand 
after worship next week, we will set up the tree and hanging lights after service. 

Also, we will begin our Advent soup suppers Wednesday nights beginning at 6 
p.m. on Dec. 3. Soup supper sign-up sheets are in the Fellowship Hall. 

• The Way Ministry: At 1 p.m. each Sunday, Zion’s welcomes the Way ministry 

to our lower yard as they share food and worship with people in need. 

• Children’s Choir: Children’s Choir is at 3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  

• Yoga: At 5:30 p.m. Friday, join Cora Gardiner for yoga in the Fellowship Hall. 

• Thanksgiving: Our annual community Thanksgiving Dinner is just around the 
corner. We need help with food preparation, packaging, serving, delivery, set-
up, and clean-up. Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 

We need delivery drivers, kitchen help, servers, and people to set up and clean 
up, among other tasks. If you have questions, contact Norine Hazen. 

• FNB Santa Gift Tree: First National Bank again is sponsoring the senior citizen 

Letters to Santa Gift Tree. Requests of up to $25 may include utility bills, food, 
or personal items. Zion’s again will support this program. The request letters will 
be available at worship on Sunday, Nov. 30. Wrapped gifts should be taken to 

the bank’s main lobby no later than Monday, Dec. 15. For details, see Jo Moss. 

• Winter Coat Drive: Again, Zion’s will partner with The Way to provide coats, 
socks, mittens, knit hats, scarves, blankets, etc. to those who need them most. 

During November, you can bring new or lightly used items to the Fellowship Hall. 
Place the donations on the stage and they will be collected and given to Pastor 
Clay & Mary Mason to redistribute to those in need of additional winter warmth. 

• Toys for Tots: Terri Watson is the Marine Corp representative for Toys for Tots 
in Las Animas County. She has placed a collection box in the Fellowship Hall for 
new, unwrapped toys. The donations deadline is Dec. 8. Terri says that baby 

toys (infant to 3 yoa) are particularly needed. 

• A Celebration of Life: We will be having a celebration of life service for Peggy 
Gustafson at 11 a.m. on Nov. 29 with a luncheon in the fellowship hall to follow. 

Julie Wersal needs assistance with some of the food items as well as with the 
luncheon itself and the cleanup. If you can help, please let her know. 
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