FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado
(303) 776-2800 | www.firstluth.org
Pastor Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

Christ the King
Sunday, November 23, 2025
Christ the King 9:30 a.m.

We welcome you to worship!
Please fill out the blue worship card and place it in the offering plate later in the service.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
WELCOME
INTRODUCTION

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the exe-
cution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a king should be crucified
with a criminal. This victory appears for all the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus
opens the door to paradise.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of
oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We ex-
ploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair
our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life.

Amen.

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, * in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit you are set free. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Jesus Shall Reign” ELW 434 vs. 1,4,5

Jesus Shall Reign
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shall  pro - claim their ear - ly bless - 1ings on his name.
ter - mnal rest, and all who suf - fer want are blest.
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud a - men.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
KYRIE Page 138
#)
A
- 7] [ ] d ’ ® 2
j - @ [
I peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
9]
y
(>
J v~
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
9]
yanmn
s o ¢ & & o
o
Lord, have mer - cy.
9]
) A
(~
W)
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
9]
Yy
(>
J -
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
#)
)" A

Pl
bt 7

:

Lord, have mer - cy.

O

“Er

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

|
p T a—
%ﬂ =  — | —

MO

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
N
Y
(>
@—u R B R
v
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



THIS IS THE FEAST Page 140

Thas Is the Feast
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
0 God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you, we glori-
fy you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a
fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
ANTHEM “Rejoice, The Lord is King” by Jonathan Willcocks Chancel Choir
READINGS

Jeremiah 23:1-6

Today'’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s unjust
rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a new and righteous
shepherd who will rule a restored Judah.

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the
Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my
flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So, I will attend to you for your evil doings,
says the Lord. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them,
and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over
them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the
Lord. ° The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall
reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.¢ In his days Judah will be
saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteous-
ness.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

Colossians 1:11-20

An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who was present
at creation and is eternally reigning with God.

11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you may have all en-
durance and patience, joyfully 2 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of
the saints in the light. 1* He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his
beloved Son, *in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. > He is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation, !¢ for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. !* For in him all
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God



CHILDREN’S TIME Deacon Korra Looschen

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 142
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 23t chapter beginning at the 33 verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 23:33-43

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be
Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to para-
dise but puts his own death into God’s hands.

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on
his right and one on his left. 3¢ [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are
doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 3
The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine3” and saying, “If you are the King of
the Jews, save yourself!” 3 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 3 One of the
criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself
and us!” % But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence
of condemnation? ' And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for
our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 2 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in
your kingdom.” 4 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you , O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Garrett Struessel
THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s on-
ly Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pon-
tius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERTORY “Praise! Praise!” arr. By Patrick M. Liebergen Chancel Choir

OFFERING PRAYER

God of healing and hope,

you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us
and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Je-
sus Christ our Savior, now and forever.

Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Page 144

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Page 144
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.

Amen
SHARING OF COMMUNION (for those of you at home)

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice, giving it to each other, if possible:

“The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.”

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation,
shared in this meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you”, and “the blood of Christ shed for you”, include the prom-
ise of the forgiveness of sin, life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward
for communion. We invite everyone to receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Com-
munion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome”. In our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on

9



the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitchen
excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat-gluten sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the

Lord is good.

LAMB OF GOD Page 146
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“Christ, Be Our Light” ELW 715
“Beautiful Savior” ELW 838
“Tesus, Remember Me” ELW 616
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Christ, Be Our Light ELW 715
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications
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Beautiful Savior ELW 838
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Jesus, Remember Me ELW 616
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Text: Luke 29:42; Taizé Community REMEMBER ME
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 6868

Text and music @ 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications, Inc.
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COMMUNION BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven that gives life to
the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all
who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ's name.

Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns” ELW 855vs. 1,3,5
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW 855
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3.5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4

Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
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WELCOME to Worship!
WELCOME to worship! We are so glad you are here!

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the ushers.

KIDS WORSHIP BAGS are available to use during the church service. Pick one up in the narthex
so they can enjoy looking through a children's Bible, coloring in the coloring pages, or playing
with one of the toys. Kids worship bags are labeled according to age ranges. Please return the bags

after service. Thank you for bringing your kids to church

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel parking lot, one-half block north of

the church on Terry Street.

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, along the hallway leading to the Big
Room. There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and in the

Big Room.
We love seeing you in worship!
Scan the QR Code for the Following! Preacher/Presider
View the Latest Sunday Bulletin Worship Assistant

Council Hosts

Ushers

Reader

Communion Assistants

Choir Director

Pianist/Organist

The Rev. Garrett Struessel
Deacon Korra Looschen

John Oppenlander
Rick Samson

Herb Hergott
Vicki Hergott

Char Lemkee
Dwight Tilford
Vicki Shiveley
Sally Campbell
Gary Elmquist

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license
#SBL14236. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen is copyright © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission OneLicense A-713218.
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