Order of Worship
17" Sunday after Pentecost
October 5, 2025

Increcase our faith!
Luke 17:5

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
745 S. Ingraham Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33801
863-686-5585

The Rev. Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz, Pastor
Email: pastor@gracelakeland.com
www.gracelakeland.com



mailto:pastor@gracelakeland.com
http://www.gracelakeland.com/

17" Sunday after Pentecost. A little faith goes a long way. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has
miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings
received in Holy Baptism, Holy Communion, and the Word read and proclaimed in this assembly.
Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving.

| *=ALL STAND for this part of worship |

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Yours, Lord, Is the Glory Traditional

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of +F Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN

Thine the Amen

ELW 826
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1 Thine the  a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thine the glo -ry in the night no more dy - ing on - ly light
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thine the ev - er - last-ing head thine the break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo-ry yet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the jus - tice of thy ways
thine the r1iv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the  plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the wel-come to the least
then the ho-1ly ho-1ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi - lee
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed up lift - ed up.
gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift - ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er- more ev - er - more.
then the won -der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.
TEMPLE TALK Brenda Hornickle



*APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW 163
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray together:

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in
faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we
may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
!'The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.

20 Lord, how long shall I cry for help,
and you will not listen?

Or cry to you “Violence!”
and you will not save?

3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing
and look at trouble?

Destruction and violence are before me;
strife and contention arise.

4So the law becomes slack,
and justice never prevails.

The wicked surround the righteous;
therefore judgment comes forth perverted.

Z11 will stand at my watchpost
and station myself on the rampart;
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me
and what he will answer concerning my complaint.
2 Then the Lord answered me and said:
Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets,
so that a runner may read it.
3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time;
it speaks of the end and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;



it will surely come; it will not delay.
4 Look at the proud!
Their spirit is not right in them,
but the righteous live by their faithfulness.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 37:1-9 (Sung)

PSALM REFRAIN
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Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
PSALM TONE
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' Do not be provoked by ! evildoers;
do not be jealous of those | who do wrong.
2 For they shall soon wither ! like the grass,
and like the green grass | fade away.
3 Put your trust in the Lord | and do good;
dwell in the land and ! find safe pasture.
4 Take delight | in the Lord,
who shall give you your | heart’s desire. R
> Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust | in the Lord,
and see what | God will do.
The Lord will make your vindication as clear ! as the light
and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun.

6



" Be still before the Lord and wait | patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers,
the one who succeeds in ! evil schemes.
8 Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads on- ! ly to evil.
?For evildoers shall | be cut off,
but those who hope in the Lord shall pos- ! sess the land. R

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14

'Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of
life that is in Christ Jesus,

2 To Timothy, my beloved child:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

3T am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my
ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and
day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. T am
reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois
and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. ° For this reason I
remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of
my hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of
power and of love and of self-discipline.

8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, * who
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but
according to his own purpose and grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ
Jesus before the ages began, ' but it has now been revealed through the appearing
of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished death and brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel. !! For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an
apostle and a teacher, 2 and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed,
for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to
guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. '* Hold to the standard of
sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. '* Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy
Spirit living in us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
7



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: Luke 17:1-10

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 17 chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

! Jesus said to his disciples, “Occasions for sin are bound to come, but woe to
anyone through whom they come! 2 It would be better for you if a millstone were
hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea than for you to cause
one of these little ones to sin. * Be on your guard! If a brother or sister sins, you
must rebuke the offender, and if there is repentance, you must forgive. * And if the
same person sins against you seven times a day and turns back to you seven times
and says, ‘I repent,” you must forgive.”

3 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”  The Lord replied, “If you
had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be
uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.

7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from
plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at
the table’? ® Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your
apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? ° Do you
thank the slave for doing what was commanded? '° So you also, when you have
done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done
only what we ought to have done!” ”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON The Rev. Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz

Silence is kept for reflection.



*HYMN OF THE DAY O Master, Let Me Walk with You ELW 818

9 R o I I | I , . . |

e e e —————————
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2 Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear,
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4 In  hope that sends a shin - ing ray far down the
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help me bear the strain of  toil, the fret of care.
feet to  stay, and guide them in the home - ward way.
sweet and strong, in  trust that tri - umphs o - ver wrong,
you can give; with you, O  Mas - ter, let me live.
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*APOSTLE’S CREED
We now profess the faith we share using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all creation.

A brief silence.

O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ. Draw us into
the gift of faith passed down from generation to generation. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring favorable
weather during the harvest season and sustain all creation along with all who
labor in the field. Ensure the welfare of animal companions whose presence offers
comfort, safety, and joy. God of grace,

receive our prayer.
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O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world. Give leaders
and people in authority a spirit of making just and righteous laws. Bring peace to
countries affected by war and violence, especially Gaza and Ukraine. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed, bereaved,
lonely, and poor. Come to the help of all in need, including: Mary, Mabel, Doris,
June, Ann, Julie, Rita, Carol, Anne, Judy, Tom, Lydia, Brian, James & Grace, Wil,
Amy, Bob & Jane, Barbara, Scott, Lynda, Ron & Flo, Mac, Monica, Tom &
Leona, Avery, Doris, John, Tim, Arleen, Betty, Linda, Jeff, Henry, Gary, Greg,
Helen & Ron, and Max & Michelle. Help us to trust that you will come to us at
the right time. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other petitions may be offered whether silently or aloud.

O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for those of all ages
who teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and beyond. Give growth to the
seeds of faith watered by faithful examples of baptismal living. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith.
May the faith of those who now rest in your merciful arms, like Lois and Eunice,
shape our faith in your Son, Jesus Christ. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

GRATITUDE
OFFERING

12



ANTHEM First Song of Isaiah Jack Noble White
OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 182
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope, not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who so richly provides for us.

Multiply what we have gathered

to bless all who are suffering and in need,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
Presider: Congregation:
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right to give God thanks ~and praise.
*PREFACE

It is our duty and delight

that we should everywhere and always

offer thanks and praise to you, oh God,

through Jesus Christ;

who calls us to follow his way

of humble service and love.

And so, with the church on earth,

all creation and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW 192
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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*LORD’S PRAYER

Jack S. Upton, Jr. 97
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to the meal of mercy.
Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION

The baptized children of God are invited by the Lord to the Lord’s Table where we receive Jesus’ very body
and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine. We commune at the communion rail where we receive
the Body and Blood of Christ. Gluten free bread and grape juice are available. If you wish to commune, but
cannot come forward, let an usher know and Pastor will come to you. If you do not wish to commune, you
are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. You may wish to remain at the rail for a time of
personal prayer following which you may return to your pew down the side aisle.

LAMB OF GOD ELW 195
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COMMUNION HYMN(S) We Walk by Faith ELW 635
Faith of Our Fathers ELW 813
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as you are, with full and end - less sight.
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*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together:

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us
and appointed us

to be your servants.

Send us to do good

and to share our possessions

with all in need.

We ask these things for the sake of your love.
Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing LSB 924
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joy and peace; Let us each, Your love pos - sess - ing,
joy - ful sound. May the fruits of Your sal - va - tion
pil - grim way, Let not fear of death ap - pall us,
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Tri - umph in re - deem - ing grace. O re - fresh us;
In our hearts and lives a - bound. Ev - er faith - ful,
Glad Your sum - mons to o - bey. May we ev - er,
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O re-fresh us, Trav - ’ling through this  wil - der - ness.

ev - er faith - ful To Your truth may we be found.

may we ev - er Reign with You in end - less day.
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*BENEDICTION
The God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,
*+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE We've Come This Far by Faith Albert A. Goodson

PERMISSIONS

Liturgical Text and Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 2020, 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS016761. All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Yours, Lord, Is the Glory. Traditioan, tr Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923. Tr © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. Music: Traditional, Public domain. Reprinted
and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274. All rights reserved.

Thine the Amen, Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926-2009, Music: Carl Schalk, 1929-2021. Text and music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin.
Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274. All rights reserved.

Glory to God, Music: Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962. Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-
722274. All rights reserved.

Psalm 37 Refrain, Wait for the Lord, Text: Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994. Music ©1984 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA
Publications, Inc. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274. All rights reserved.

Psalm Tone 37B © 2011 Faith Alive Christian Resources. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274. All rights
reserved.

Psalm 37 Text: NRSVUE © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide.

Alleluia 7, Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 and the Taizé Community. Music ©1984 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted
and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274. All rights reserved.

O Master, Let Me Walk with You, Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt. Music: H. Percy Smith, 1925-1898. Public domain.

The First Song of Isaiah, Text: Isaiah 12:2-6. Music: Jack Noble White, 1938-2019. Music © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Co., admin Alfred
Publishing Co, Inc. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274. All rights reserved.

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Music: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010. Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin Augsburg
Fortress. Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran livestreams our worship services over Facebook, YouTube, or other platforms and
has them available for later viewing through our website. We may also use still photography of
church activities for church communications, websites, and other uses. By your presence with us,
you acknowledge that you may be photographed, and you consent to our use of it for these
purposes. The video capture of congregants is minimal and will usually be from the back. If you
want to be sure that you will not be shown on any video, we recommend sitting near the back on
the left side of the sanctuary.
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Naomi Thomsen Memorial (863) 660-5859
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Dan Stoller Social Ministry (863) 660-1156
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Marty Lewis Worship/Music | Gene Hodges Organist
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Marty Lewis Worship Band Director
drmslewis@gmail.com
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Church Website www.gracelakeland.com
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