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19th Sunday after Pentecost.  Commitment Sunday! Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s 

encouragement in the gospel today. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come 

regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed.  

*=ALL STAND for this part of worship 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE      Only Trust Him            John Stockton, arr. Crystal Davis Clay 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful and loving God, 

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. 

We turn away from the poor. 

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 

Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. 

Amen. 

 

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN                 Rise Up, O Saints of God!               ELW 669 

 
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE (Continued on next page)
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together: 

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear 

our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your 

enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:        Genesis 32:22-31 

22 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 

eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them 

across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and 

a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not 

prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out 

of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is 

breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he 

said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, 

“You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God 

and with humans and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me 

your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed 

him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, 

yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping 

because of his hip. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 121 (We will read the Psalm responsively, by whole verse.) 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; 

  from where is my help to come? 
2 My help comes from the Lord, 

  the maker of heaven and earth. 
3 The Lord will not let your foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
4 Behold, the keeper of Israel 

  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
5 the Lord watches over you; 

  the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
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6 the sun will not strike you by day, 

  nor the moon by night. 
7 The Lord will preserve you from all evil 

  and will keep your life. 
8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, 

  from this time forth forevermore.  

 

SECOND READING:       2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 

 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have known 

sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so that the person of God may be 

proficient, equipped for every good work. 

  4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 

the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge 

you: 2 proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or 

unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in 

teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound 

teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves 

teachers to suit their own desires 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth 

and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, 

do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

The word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    We stand for the reading of the Gospel. 

 

*GOSPEL:                    Luke 18:1-8 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 

heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor 

had respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him 

and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but 

later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for 

anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so 

that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, 

“Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his 

chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I 

tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

          Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                   The Rev. Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz 

 

 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY                 When Peace like a River                 ELW 785 
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*APOSTLE’S CREED 

We now profess the faith we share using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

creation. 
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We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the church across the globe, 

bring unity and peace to a world divided by hatred and opposition. Turn our hearts 

toward the gospel of Jesus Christ, and strengthen the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America. God of grace, we pray and sing… 

 

We pray for creation. O God, who made heaven and earth, draw us to the beauty 

of the whole creation. Turn us toward a right relationship with the entire cosmos. 

God of grace, we pray and sing… 

 

We pray for all nations, states, cities, and towns. O God, you rule over all the 

earth. Grant our elected officials humility in their decision-making for the sake of 

the entire world. God of grace, we pray and sing… 

 

We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. O God, who heals and 

strengthens, our help comes from you in times of need. Support, comfort, and heal 

those who suffer, especially Mary, Mabel, Doris, June, Ann, Julie, Rita, Carol, 

Anne, Judy, Tom, Lydia, Brian, James & Grace, Wil, Amy, Bob & Jane, Barbara, 

Scott, Lynda, Ron & Flo, Mac, Monica, Tom & Leona, Avery, Doris, John, Tim, 

Arleen, Betty, Linda, Jeff, Henry, Gary, Greg, Helen & Ron, and Max & Michelle. 

God of grace, we pray and sing… 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered, whether silently or aloud. 

 

We pray for Grace Lutheran. O God, who established and who guides this 

congregation, encourage us to share the good news of Jesus Christ. Nurture our 

relationships with the Lakeland community, that we serve and advocate for our 

neighbors in need. God of grace, we pray and sing… 

 

We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. O God, whose promises never 

end, we thank you for all the saints who have shown us the way of your Son, 

Jesus Christ. God of grace, we pray and sing… 

 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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GRATITUDE 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY          Lord, Keep Us Steadfast           Klug  
 

*OFFERING SONG    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER   

Lord of the harvest, 

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 

but on you, who richly provides for us. 

Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



13 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

DIALOGUE  

 
 

 

*PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

 Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

                and forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 

Come to the meal of mercy. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMUNION 
 

 

The baptized children of God are invited by the Lord to the Lord’s Table where we receive Jesus’ very body 

and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine. We commune at the communion rail where we receive 

the Body and Blood of Christ. Gluten free bread and grape juice are available. If you wish to commune, but 

cannot come forward, let an usher know and Pastor will come to you. If you do not wish to commune, you 

are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. You may wish to remain at the rail for a time of 

personal prayer following which you may return to your pew down the side aisle.  
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LAMB OF GOD                                 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN(S)         Holy, Holy, Holy   ELW 473 

     I Am the Bread of Life       ELW 485  

     (Next pages) 
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*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in His grace.   

Amen. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

O God, 

through this meal you have strengthened us 

and appointed us to be your servants. 

Send us to do good  

and to share our possessions 

with all in need. 

With gratitude we pray. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN                       Jesus, Still Lead On                           ELW 624 
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*BENEDICTION 

The God of righteousness, 

who gives justice to the oppressed, 

who gives food to the hungry, 

who sets the prisoners free, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE               "Like A River Glorious"      James Mountain, arr. Cindy Berry 
 

PERMISSIONS 
 

Liturgical Text and Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 2020, 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted 

and/or streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS016761.  All rights reserved. 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Only Trust Him, Tune: John H. Stockton, 1813-1877, arr. Crystal Davis Clay, b. 1957. Music © 1985 Broadman 

Press.  All rights reserved. 

Rise Up, O Saints of God, Text: Norman O. Forness, 1936-2009, admin Augsburg Fortress.  Text © 2006 Augsburg 

Fortress.  Text reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved. Music: 

William H. Walter, 1825-1893.  Public domain.  

When Peace Like a River, Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888, Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876.  Public domain.  

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast, Text: Martin Luther,  1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. Music: J. 

Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543. Arr. Gary Matheny.  Arr. © 1985 Art Master Studio, Inc., assigned Lorenz Publishing 

Co, admin. Music Services. Streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved.  

Holy, Holy, Holy, Text and Music: Argentine traditional, Public domain. 

I Am the Bread of Life, Text and music: Suzanne Toolan, RSM, b. 1927.  Text and music © 1966, 1970, 1993 GIA 

Publications, Inc.  Reprinted and/or streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274.  All rights reserved  

Jesus, Still Lead On, Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt. Music: 

Adam Drese, 1620-1701. Public domain. 

Like a River Glorious, Tune: James Mountain, 1844-1933,  Arr. Cindy Berry, b. 1949.. Arr. © 2010 Pilot Point Music, 

admin The Copyright Company. Streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-722274. All rights reserved. 
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Grace Lutheran livestreams our worship services over Facebook, YouTube, or other platforms and 

has them available for later viewing through our website.  We may also use still photography of 

church activities for church communications, websites, and other uses.  By your presence with us, 

you acknowledge that you may be photographed, and you consent to our use of it for these 

purposes.  The video capture of congregants is minimal and will usually be from the back.  If you 

want to be sure that you will not be shown on any video, we recommend sitting near the back on 

the left side of the sanctuary. 

 

Scan this Tithe.ly QR code with your   

phone camera to send an offering to Grace.   
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  Church Website www.gracelakeland.com 

 

mailto:pastorgracelakeland@gmail.com
mailto:church@gracelakeland.com
mailto:Lynda.mackcpa@yahoo.com
mailto:mflekke@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:drmslewis@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/d2af16d754300539/Documents/Bulletins%20%5e0%20Announcements%20C%20Year%20Dec%202024-2025/www.gracelakeland.com

