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Christ the King 
November 23, 2025 

 New Hope Lutheran Church 
4801 SunValley Drive       El Paso Texas 79924.2535 

newhopelutheranchurchelpaso@gmail.com                   915.821.2079 
Interim Pastor: Jeff Swanson 505-850-3339 

NewHope915.com 
Katie’s Pantry – 915-494-0456 

https://www.facebook.com/Katiesfoodpantry/ 

Welcome - Thank you for sharing worship 

Leading Worship   

Ministers Every Member and Friend 
Presiding Pastor Rick Green 
Music Director Gail Manago 
Worship Assistant Martina Jackson 
Reader                                                               Martina Jackson 
Ushers                                    Angie Gifford & Monika Hughes 
Tech Team                      Kathy Brosch, Debbie Strom, Jeff Strom 

Sound Howard Swan. Kitt Swan 
Video Craig Sharp/Steve Marshall 
Song Leaders Susan Hernandez, Martina Jackson, Christine Swan 
Flautist Carol Riley 

 
Christ the King Sunday is meant to setup the contrast between the Kingdom of God and its 

expectation versus how secular governments fall short of those expectations. (American Protestants 
might be surprised t learn that much of Christendom found the democratic experiment highly suspect 
of generations!) Preachers and congregations might consider together what expectations we bring, 
assuming that Jesus will choose our side or pick the same fights we do. How is to good news that Jesus 
evades our expectations and instead offers us God’s way? 
 
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true king to set 
things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a 
human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though 
he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and 
those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
  

All may make the sign of the cross☩, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
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The Rite of Confession & Forgiveness. It first appeared in the Middle Ages. Confession was introduced as part of 
the Priest's personal preparation for worship. With the Reformation the confession was opened to the entire 
congregation. 

All may make the sign of the cross☩, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  

Faithful God, 
you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are stuck in sinful 
systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our 
neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, 
trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have 
broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 
Amen. 
 

 ELW  855 (Red)   Crown Him With Many Crowns 

1    Crown him with many crowns, 
 the Lamb upon his throne; 
 hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns all 

music but its own. 
 Awake, my soul, and sing 
 of him who died for thee, 
 and hail him as thy matchless king 
 through all eternity. 
 
2 Crown him the virgin's Son, 
 the God incarnate born, 
 whose arm those crimson trophies won 

which now his brow adorn; 
 fruit of the mystic rose, 
 yet of that rose the stem, 
 the root whence mercy ever flows, 
 the babe of Bethlehem. 
 

3 Crown him the Lord of love-- 
 behold his hands and side, 
 rich wounds, yet visible above, 
 in beauty glorified. No angels in the sky can 

fully bear that sight, 
 but downward bend their burning eyes at 

mysteries so bright. 
 
4 Crown him the Lord of life, 
 who triumphed o'er the grave 
 and rose victorious in the strife 
 for those he came to save. 
 His glories now we sing, 
 who died and rose on high, 
 who died, eternal life to bring, 
 and lives that death may die. 
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5 Crown him the Lord of years, 
 the potentate of time, 
 creator of the rolling spheres, 
 ineffably sublime. 
 All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
 For thou hast died for me; 
 thy praise and glory shall not fail 
 throughout eternity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4 
Text & Music: Public Domain

Prayer Of The Day– this prayer collects us together in prayer before the triune God and turns us toward the scripture 
themes of the day.  
 

Let us pray - O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and 
make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Generosity: Project New Hope 
 
Come Holy Spirit and speak to us through the scripture readings,  
 
Assigned but not read:  Psalm 46 I will be exalted among the nations. (Ps. 46:10) 
 

The First Reading is from the 23rd Chapter of Jeremiah 

Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s 
unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a 
new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 
 
1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 2 Therefore 
thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who 
have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will 
attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out 
of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no 
longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 
 5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he 
shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days 
Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: 
“The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts


 5 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

The Second Reading is from the 1st Chapter of Colossians 
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who 
was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 
 
11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you may 
have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share 
in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and 
transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel is from the 23rd Chapter of Luke 
  
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to 
be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner 
to paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands. 
 
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, 
one on his right and one on his left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but 
the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, 
his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, 
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the 
King of the Jews.”39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are 
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I 
tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You O, Christ 
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Message:                                                                   Pastor Rick Green 
                  
ELW 689  (Red)  Praise And Thanksgiving 
 
 1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 
 for all things living, you have made good: 
 harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
 hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
 
2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you, 
 that with our neighbor we may be fed. 
 Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, 
 harvesting, milling for daily bread. 

3 Father, providing food for your children, 
 by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share 
 one with another, so that, rejoicing 
 with us, all others may know your care. 
 
4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people, 
 freely confessing your gracious hand. 
 Where you are reigning, no one will hunger; 
 your love sustaining showers the land. 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt. Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.Music: Public 
Domain 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 
 

The Prayers  
 
Gathered with one voice, we come to pray. We pray for the church, its leaders around the world and 
its mission to share the good news. Teach us Lord to live in faithful community. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
 We pray for your creation all around us. Help us to care more and use less. We pray for all who work 
the land so that we have food to eat. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for advocates in all circles, that they work for equity, healing and accountability across the 
globe. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in body or spirit, or ailing. 
Comfort all in need of your tender care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



 7 

 We pray for New Hope as we gather around word and sacrament. Bring us into authentic community 
where all ages are valued and experience God’s faithfulness together. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
  
We give thanks for all who have gone before us. May we remember them faithfully until we are 
gathered with you in the paradise you promise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Peace - Matthew 5:23-24 If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your sister or brother has 

something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then 
come and offer your gift. Also Romans 16:16, 1 Corinthians 16:20, “greet one another,” a symbol of peace and of love.   
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Our Offerings to God In gratitude to God we return a part of what he has given us as an offering realizing that all we 

have is God’s. The offering that is gathered is for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need locally and 
worldwide.          Enjoy the special music as the gifts are gathered. 

 

                                                                         Giving QR Code 
 

                                                               
After the gifts are gathered, please stand as you are able and join in singing. 

 

You Are Holy                                                        ELW 525 (Red)  

 
You are holy, you are whole. 
You are always ever more  
than we ever understand. 
You are always at hand. 
 
Blessed are you coming near. 
Blessed are you coming here  
to your church in wine and bread, 

raised from soil, raised from dead. 
You are holy,  you are wholeness,  
you are present. Let the cosmos praise you, 
Lord! 
 
Sing hosanna in the highest!   
Sing hosanna!  
Sing hosanna to our God! 
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Text: Per Harling, b. 1945 Text © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America, South America, 
and Central America, including the Caribbean. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 

Let us pray, God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good 
things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your 
feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. Amen. 

 
The Meal  

 
Communion - Simply being here makes you a part of the New Hope Family. We invite and welcome everyone to share 

this sacred time of fellowship, forgiveness and renewal. More importantly, it is Jesus himself who welcomes and urges you 
to come forward.  In this “meal” of Communion we believe that Christ is truly present and comes to us, in, with and under 
the bread and wine. Christ’s real presence is one of the great mysteries of faith. This gift of Christ’s very self in the bread 
and wine proclaims God’s saving Word, feeds and nourishes our faith, forgives our sins, and sends us into the world to 
continue to be Christ’s real presence in the world today.  
 
Christ is here among us. 
Christ is truly with us. 
 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. ……. To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all 
honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. Amen 
 

The Lord's Prayer 

Please join in singing the Lord's Prayer together: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 
 
Give us this day our daily bread, forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive them, who trespass against us, forgive us our trespasses 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

 

Oh Lord, lead us not, into temptation, but, 
Save us from evil, and the, kingdom, the power and the, glory forever will be yours 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 
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Invitation To Communion 
 
There is a place for you at the banquet. 
Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
 

Communion Distribution  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say; The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ shed for 
you. Each person may respond, Amen. The wine is red, if you prefer grape juice is light color. Place your empty cups in the 
baskets on the side. 

 

You Are My King (Amazing Love)  (Purple 249) 
 
I'm forgiven, because You were forsaken 
I'm accepted, you were condemned 
I'm alive and well, your Spirit is within me  
Because You died, and rose again 
 
I'm forgiven, because You were forsaken 
I'm accepted, you were condemned 
I'm alive and well, your Spirit is within me  
Because You died, and rose again 
 
Amazing love, how can it be 
That You my King, would die for me 
Amazing love, I know it's true 
It's my joy to honor You 
 
Amazing love, how can it be 
That You my King, would die for me 
Amazing love, I know it's true 
It's my joy to honor You 

In all I do I honor You 
You are my King, You are my King 
Jesus You are my King, Jesus You are my King 
 
I'm forgiven, because You were forsaken 
I'm accepted, you were condemned 
I'm alive and well, your Spirit is within me  
Because You died, and rose again 
 
I'm forgiven, because You were forsaken 
I'm accepted, you were condemned 
I'm alive and well, your Spirit is within me  
Because You died, and rose again 
 
Amazing love, how can it be 
That You my King, would die for me 
Amazing love, I know it's true 
It's my joy to honor You 
In all I do I honor You 

 
CCLI Song # 2456623 Billy J. Foote © 1999 worshiptogether.com songs For use solely with the SongSelect 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 

 

Let us pray: God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven 
that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather 
your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, 
and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 
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Announcements 

 
 Thanks to Pastor Rick Green for being with us today 
 Join us at fellowship today to make turkey cookies 
 The annual congregational meeting will be held after church service at 11:00 on December 7 to 

elect council members, approve the 2026 budget   
 On December 7 at 11:15, we will have a Thank you Lunch. El Buen Pastor will serve lunch for us.  

Please sign up in the back. 
 Sign up sheet for Thanksgiving potluck on Friday, November 28 at 12pm. 
 Are there any other announcements? 
 For other announcements, please see your bulletin 

 

  ELW 660  (Red)  Lift High The Cross 
 Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
 bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 
 
3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 
4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol 
Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 

Blessing 

 
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint 

you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and courageous heart 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

We Are Sent Into The World To Share What Has Been Given To Us
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Please stand as you are able 
 

Please join in singing the Sending Song 

 
Brothers, sisters, all are we part of God’s great family. 

As we go from this place, may God keep us in His grace. 
May God keep us in His grace. 

 

Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRESENCE TODAY. 

We are so glad you worshipped here today and invite you again.  If you are looking for a faith 

family we invite you to consider New Hope.  
 

 The Mission of New Hope is to discover, experience, and share God’s love with our hearts, hands 
and voices. 

 

New Hope's Vision: As followers of Christ we will: 
-encourage a spiritual journey 

-celebrate the diversity and gifts that each person brings 

-learn from each other 
-engage with the world around us 

 

Commemorations 
Clement, Bishop of Rome, died around 100, Sunday, November 23, 2025 
Clement was the third bishop of Rome. He is best remembered for a letter he wrote to the 
congregation in Corinth, still struggling with the same problems that led to Paul's letters to them. As 
did Paul, he focused on the need for love among Christians. 
Miguel Agustín Pro, martyr, died 1927, Sunday, November 23, 2025 
Pro grew up in a time when the Mexican revolutionaries accused the church of siding with the wealthy. 
He became a Jesuit priest, and worked on behalf of the poor and homeless. Falsely accused of 
throwing a bomb at a government official, he was executed, but not before crying out "Long live Christ 
the King!" 
Justus Falckner, died 1723; Jehu Jones, died 1852; William Passavant, died 1894; pastors in North 
America, Monday, November 24, 2025 
Not only was Falckner the first Lutheran ordained in North America, but he published a catechism 
which was the first Lutheran book published on the continent. Jones was the Lutheran church's first 
African American pastor and carried out missionary work in Philadelphia which led to the formation 
there of the first African American Lutheran congregation (St. Paul's). William Passavant helped to 
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establish hospitals and orphanages in a number of cities and was the first to introduce deaconesses to 
the work of hospitals in the United States. 
Isaac Watts, hymnwriter, died 1748. Tuesday, November 25, 2025 
Thought by many to be the greatest hymnwriter in the English language, Watts as a youth was critical 
of the quality of the metrical psalter of the time. He wrote about 600 hymns—many based on the 
psalms, but others that are not. 
 

November 30 – Vicar Thania Drake 
 
Readings for November 30: Isaiah 2:1-5 Weapons of war transformed into instruments of peace, 
Psalm 122 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” (Ps. 122:1), 
Romans 13:11-14 Salvation is near; time to wake from sleep, Matthew 24:36-44 The sudden coming of the Son of Man   

 
  

 

 

New Hope QR Code 

                                           

 

                      
 
                    
        
 
 

    
 
 
 
                              

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2025-11-30/0
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Love Redefines Power and Dominion 

In fairy tales, kings live in a castle, usually located on a hill (a safe place), surrounded by a moat for the 
utmost protection for the king and family. Modern political leaders often have more technologically 
advanced means to provide a similar level of safety against would-be attackers. Because of these 
preconceived notions of what kings are, hearers will need to be reminded that Jesus redefined the title 
“king.” The appointed psalm says, “The waters have lifted up, O Lord, . . . the waters have lifted up 
their pounding waves. Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea, 
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high” (Ps. 93:3-4). While a king might have the ability to sail atop a 
roaring, chaotic sea, Christ the King is one who stills the waves (Mark 4:35-41). In John’s gospel for 
today, Jesus says “For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth” 
(John 18:37). Perhaps the ‘this’ Jesus is referring to is a motioning with his hands to the cross, the most 
clear demonstration of God’s love for humanity and the truest definition of kingship. Jesus redefines 
what power is and what people think God’s power looks like to fight evil and suffering in the world. 
Jesus does not resist the way of the cross with force. Rather than protecting himself from harm in any 
way, the vulnerable King Jesus dares to demonstrate God’s love for all people. Jesus does not run from 
pain, anguish, or suffering. Rather, the risen Jesus, “the ruler of the kings of the earth” (Rev. 1:5), 
rushes to the places of disaster and suffering in the world. Jesus goes where storms are ravaging and 
have ravaged lives and brings life and calm into the chaos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interim Pastor Jeff Swanson 
Vicar Thania Drake 
Katie’s Pantry Directors Mary Anez & The Rev Jeff St. Clair 
Rocky Mountain Synod The Rev Dr. Meghan Johnston Aelabouni,Bishop 
ELCA Churchwide The Rev Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop 


