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| Sunday, November 23, 2025
Christ the King

The welcome place.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism..

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG All Hail the Power of Jesus'" Name! (ELW 634)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 120)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen, amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 121)
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength,

and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 124)

Let us pray.

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us,
reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6

A reading from Jeremiah.

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD.

> Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my
people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. * Then I myself
will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. * I will raise up shepherds
over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any
be missing, says the LORD.

’The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. © In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by
which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 46

'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.

*Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

‘though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of ' the Most High.

>God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.

*The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.



"The LORD of hosts 1s with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
*Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
’behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
v¢“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
"' The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20

A reading from Colossians.

''May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you
may have all endurance and patience, joyfully "> giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. " He has rescued us from the power of
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, '*in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

" He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, '* for in him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. " He himself is before
all things, and in him all things hold together. " He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything.

" For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, ** and through him God was pleased to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the
blood of his cross.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jesus, Remember Me (Taizé) (W&P 78)

GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
» When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. ** [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing.”’]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. ** And the
people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save
himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” * The soldiers also mocked him, coming
up and offering him sour wine *" and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”
* There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

*One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” * But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? “ And we indeed have been



condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong.” © Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” * He
replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jesus, Remember Me (Taizé) (W&P 78)
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd (ACS 954)

CREED (ELW p. 126)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to share the good news of
healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody the beloved community in ways that faithfully
witness to the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve and renew your
coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. Guide all who tend flocks or care for creatures of
all kinds. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public safety. Support equity
across the globe, and heal division with accountability and truth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in body or spirit, or
sick. Comfort all in need of your tender care. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and sacrament. Bring us into
authentic community where all ages are valued and experience God’s faithfulness together.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for all who have died in faith. May we remember them faithfully until we are
gathered with you in the paradise you promise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

MUSICAL OFFERING
OFFERTORY At the Name of Jesus (W&P 12)

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 129)

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 129)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 130)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 130)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 130)
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.

You have filled all creation with light and life;

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,

the rescue from Egypt,

the gift of the promised land,

the words of the prophets;

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup

we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power

to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants

of every time and every place,

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,

now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 134)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG (LAMB OF GOD) (ELW p. 135)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

grant us peace.

SONG DURING COMMUNION Beautiful Savior (ELW 838)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 136)

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG Crown Him with Many Crowns (ELW 855)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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DEDICATION
The Eternal Flame Candle was given in memory of Joe DiSantis by Louis DiSantis.

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY

PREACHER / PRESIDER .........cccvvieiiiiieiieeeiieee e e The Reverend Kevin M.B. Tracey
IMUSICIAN ..ottt ettt ettt et Faith Woodward
TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT ......c.covvieiiieeeiiieeeiieeeeireeeenreeennneesnsneens Edie Beaupre/Tom Petree
LECTOR ..ottt ettt e e et e e e e e e e ntbeeennnaeeenneeeens Bonnie Tillman
CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR: The Reverend Kevin M.B. Tracey SCHOOL DIRECTOR: Melisa McDaid
Music DIRECTOR: Faith Woodward PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Alice Kaplan
/ A Note from Our Music Director \

Thank you all for the wonderful 20th Anniversary Celebration on Sunday, Nov. 16.

I never expected such an outpouring of gifts, cards, wonderful food and decorations.
It has been a pleasure to be the Director of Music at St Mark and to work with all of
you and especially the choir, pastors, councils, music committees, and parish
administrators. | plan to continue for another 10 or maybe even 20 years!

\Fond/y, Faith /

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK

Today ................. WOrShip SErviCe .......couuuiiiiiiiiiii e 10 AM
Today .......c........ Cooking for the Life Center..........cccooovvvveiiiininnnnnnn. After Worship
Wednesday........ Church Offices CloSed.........ccooveviiiiieieecce e
Thursday............ Thanksgiving Holiday ...
Friday................. Church Offices Closed..........cooouuiiiiiiii e

Sunday .............. WOrShip SErviCe .......coouuiiiiiiiiiiiie e 10 AM



Announcements

Thank you to everyone who donated items for the THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE.
Turkeys are still needed. If you have a turkey that you’d like to donate or cook for the
free Thanksgiving meal, please drop your frozen turkey off tomorrow or call Alice in the
church office.

Share the joy of Christmas with a senior at FAIR ACRES. Sign out a gift tag or two in
the narthex. Please bring your gifts to the church office by Sunday, December 7. Place
your unwrapped gift in a gift bag and staple the tag to the outside of the bag.

We invite you to place a POINSETTIA at the altar for the celebration of
Christmas. Pick up an order form in the narthex. Please have your order form and
payment in to the church office by Sunday, December 14.

There will be no BIBLE STUDY this Wednesday due to the Thanksgiving holiday, but
do join us next Wednesday, December 3 at 7pm. Let Pr. Kevin or the church office
know if you'd like to receive the link to participate.

Mark your calendars now for our ANNUAL MEETING - Jan. 25" after worship. Our
annual meeting is a chance for us to reflect on our ministry together and plan for the
future. Your voice matters!

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
436 N. Oak Ave, Clifton Heights, PA 190018
Website: www.stmarkcliftonheights.org

Email: office@stmarkcliftonheights.org
Phone: 610-626-5295
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