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THE FIRST ANTIPHON
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised: in the city of our God and in His
holy mountain. Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

God is known in her palaces for a refuge. As we have heard, so have we seen
in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God.

Glory... Both now...
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THE SECOND ANTIPHON
The Most High hath sanctified His tabernacle. Holiness and majesty are in His
sanctuary.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.
This 1s the gate of the Lord, the righteous shall enter in thereat.
Holy is Thy temple, and wonderful in righteousness.
Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...
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THE THIRD ANTIPHON
Even the rich among the people shall entreat thy favor. The King’s daughter
is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold. Virgins shall be
brought to the King after her: her companions shall be brought unto Thee.
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN

Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief;
Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And
didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ,
granting to the world the Great Mercy.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN
TONE FOUR

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the
beginning of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared
in the Temple of God openly and hast gone before, preaching Christ to all.
Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying: Rejoice, O thou who art the
fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN

When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, Thou
didst reveal Thy glory to Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it.
Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us sinners, through the
intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee.
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KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
The sacred treasury of God’s holy glory, the greatly precious bridal chamber
and Virgin, the Savior’s most pure temple, free of stain and undefiled, into
the House of the Lord on this day is brought forward and bringeth with
herself the grace of the Most Divine Spirit; her do God’s Angels hymn with
songs of praise, for she is truly the heavenly tabernacle.
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THE EPISTLE
The Lord will give strength to His people.
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. (2:14-22)
Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has broken
down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the law of




commandments and ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new
man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to
God 1n one body through the Cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end.
And He came and preached peace to you, who were far off, and peace to
those who were near; for through Him we both have access in one Spirit to
the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being
the cornerstone, in Whom the whole structure is joined together and grows
into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you also are built into it for a
dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

AL )
) ST b ol Jpadd 4kt 58 i )
(22-14:2) . Guddl ) J gl Gudgs Gl Als) (pa (iad
sl Oplall glaodl Ll ot (& iy chasly CAEY) des 3 (DL 5 el ] BRI L
AL T Taals Bla) and 3 ) Gl camilp b Llagl) Gasels (s 551020
5k olad i B Ay el 3 g sy 208 (3 LaglS Gl D2
5 else Ball . sly gy & SV ) Bagil) WIS W 4 BY sl e Gl (Dl

5 Ll 3ans el (a3l Gulad o 2 S5 0 i aly Gl silga 85 eV
Gh Ll 1 iy ol s Ll Sikin paiid (K (LA (3280 4y (30 Al fepall s
o) A U Lea

THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (12:16-21)
The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth
plentifully; and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere
to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns,
and build larger ones; and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And
I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;
take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night




your soul is required of you; and the things you have prepared, whose will
they be?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward
God.” As He said this, Jesus called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him
hear.”
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TRISAGION PRAYER
3-9 Day Memorial Service in memory of Tancho Veizades, offered by her son
Henry, his wife Sheila, their children Gregory and Michael, Marge Hanna and
the Veizades family.

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION
OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good of
the parish council members, the building committee and the Ladies
Auxiliary and their families. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good
health of all the families in Gaza, Palestine, Syria, Lebanon and Ukraine and
all the countries has the unrest in the world. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Hanna and Suad Eideh for the good health of their daughters;
Sana, Lena and her husband Nick Khoury and the Eideh, Khoury and Hanhan
families. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Marwan and Yara Akkary on the occasion of their 2™
wedding anniversary (Nov 11) and the good health of their daughter Emma
and the Akkary and Salloum families. Many Y ears!




OFFERED BY: Joseph Louis for the good health of his wife Najah on the
occasion of her birthday (Nov 19) and for the good health of their children,
grandchildren and the Louis family. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Mitch and Maria Segal for the good health of their son
Matthew on the occasion of his birthday (Nov 22) and the good health of the
Segal, McCrea and Snowden families. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Mitch and Maria Segal in memory of their beloved son
Andrew Segal. Memory Eternal!

OFFERED BY: Hanna, Suad and Sana Eideh in memory of beloved son and
brother Imad Eideh. Memory Eternal!

COFFEE HOUR
Offered By: Thanksgiving Agape Potluck.

(To host the Coffee Hour, please contact Wardeh Asfour @408-718-3339)
office@orthodoxredeemer.org
Online Link: https://holytransfiguration.breezechms.com/form/26c422

Services Schedule Every Week
Matins @ 9:00 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM
Vespers: Every Saturday @ 5:00 PM
(Please check your email in case of any cancellations for Vespers)

DECORATING THE ALTAR
Thank you for your donation:
Chip & Jennifer Lutton: For the good health of the Lutton family. In
memory of Gladys and Richard Lutton, Michael Smith, Helen and Elias
Bodron.
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD

Thank you for your donation:
Jennifer & Chip Lutton & family.

PARISH COUNCIL 2025
The Parish Council members’ of 2025. Chair President; Bassam Khoury,
Vice-Chair; Linda Salah, Treasurer; Dania Amireh Baker, Secretary; Maria
Segal, Jad Bateh, Sana Eideh, Johnny Khamis, Didi Kreitem, Maher Fasheh
and Rowida Barghouth. Sheila Veizades will represent the Antiochian
Women Committee and Salem Aweiss will represent the Men Fellowship
Committee.

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 2025
The Antiochian Women Committee Leaders of 2025. Wardeh Asfour,
Rowida Barghouth, Rima Gannage, Diana Khoury, Sheila Veizades and
Hala Aboujudom (Sunshine).

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER YOUNG ADULTS
Young adults (college age and up to 39-1/2) meet on the first Sunday of the
month and organize social, educational, and volunteer activities. For more
information, please contact Fr. Theodor Sakellar @ 408-455-8145

SOYO (YOUTH GROUP 12-18 YEARS)
Our SOYO (Youth Group) is active through the leadership of the Advisors:
Dominic Youssef and Caesar Haddad. The officers are: President; Riad
Akery, Vice-President; Christina Alnweisser Secretary; Mila Haddad,
Treasurer; Gabreilla Ajlouni, Social Media Coordinator; Adriana Ajlouni.

SOYO Activity:
The Youth Group will have White Elephant Potluck hosted by the Labban
family on December 12" at 6:00pm. Please save the date for the youth age

12-17. For more information, please see the advisers; Dominic Youssef and
Caesar Haddad
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"2 SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNIER

Sunday School Registration is now open. Please register your children
ASAP. Registration forms are available at the church hall or on church
Website: http://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/schoolregistration

School Schedule:

Sunday school starts 9/14/25 and ends 5/17/26. Sunday school graduation
Ceremony will be on 5/17/26. Sunday school classes begin after communion
and ends at 12:30pm.

Teachers: Samuel Hage, Hussam Ibrahim, Dimitry Youssef, Heather
Simonovich, Randa Hanani and Jocelyn Mikhael. Caitlin Timothy and Alia
Nystrom as back-up/support.

Orthodoxy 101 Class
Today, Sunday Nov 23rd: Join us for a very practical class on prayer
featuring a Q&A with Fr. Theodore. It will offer simple, concrete
guidance for deepening your prayer life in everyday circumstances.
All are welcome, and we encourage you to bring any questions
you’ve been wanting to ask.

Next week: No class (Thanksgiving weekend)

**SPECIAL NOTE ON THE NATIVITY FAST**
On November 15, we began, with God’s help, the forty-day Nativity Fast in
preparation for the great feast of the Nativity of Christ on December 25.
Throughout this period, we abstain from meat, poultry, eggs and dairy.
According to the Patriarchate of Antioch, it is not necessary to fast from oil,
but people may choose to do so.

From November 15-December 11, fish, wine and oil are allowed every day,
except Wednesdays and Fridays. But fish, wine and oil are allowed on
November 21, the Entrance of the Theotokos, regardless on which day of the
week it falls. From December 12-24, we observe a strict fast with katalysis
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(relaxation) for wine and oil on Saturdays and Sundays, on commemorations
of vigil-rank and intermediate-rank saints such as Nicholas and Ignatius, and
for church patronal saints.

"On Our Way to Bethlehem"

ON
OUR WAY

BE?thleh_em

Christmas Musical

for n

CHRISTMAS PLAY

Sunday December 21, 2025

This year’s Sunday School Christmas pageant is "On Our Way to
Bethlehem" to be performed after Divine Liturgy on Sunday December 21st.

We will begin casting after church this Sunday October 5, 2025, and
rehearse every Sunday for about 1 hour following the end of Sunday School.
Dress rehearsal will be on Saturday December 20 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM, and
the play will be after Liturgy on Sunday December 21. Parents are requested
to sign up their children this Sunday and to bring them to church/rehearsal
every Sunday. Thank you! --Nancy Godfrey—email any questions to:
pianogurl26@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE CHURCH
Please save the date
- Advent Fast: Fast starts November 15- December 24
- St. Barbara Day: December 7, sponsored by the ladies auxiliary.
Please bring a pot of our traditional Burbara to share with everyone
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- S0OYO0 Event: White Elephant Potluck, December12the (@ 6:00pm.
Hosted by the Labban family. More details will be posted soon.

- St IGNATIUS & Parish Council: Annual dinner Decemberl8.
Please see flyer for details

- Christmas Play: December 21, Christmas play after the Liturgy

- Christmas Services: Evening, Divine Liturgy for the Nativity on Dec
24th @ 8:00pm

Blessing of the girls prayer
(Parent and Grandparents. please bring your young girls
forward for a blessing.)

Priest: O God, our heavenly Father, who loves mankind and are most
merciful and compassionate, have mercy on these young girls as You did
on Holy Mary when she was presented in Your temple. We commend
them to Your gracious care and protection. Be, O God, their guide and
guardian in all their endeavors, lead them into the path of Your truth and
draw them nearer to You as You did with our beloved Mother Mary.
Help them to lead godly and righteous lives in your love and fear, doing
Your will in all things. Give them grace that they may be temperate,
industrious, diligent, devout and charitable. Defend them against the
assaults of the enemy, and grant them wisdom and strength to resist all
temptation and corruption of this life, and direct them in the way of
salvation through the merits of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and
the intercessions of His holy Mother and thy Blessed saints. Amen.

On Self-Criticism

By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)
Father Arseny (1893-1973) was a man of prayer and a high-caliber spiritual
father. He spent eighteen years in a hard labor camp in Siberia during
communist rule (1940-1958). Once, during a heated argument between two
ideologically opposed groups of political prisoners, one of the leaders forcefully
brought Father Arseny into the argument. The leader asked Father in front of
everyone about his and the Church’s position on the atheist government that
arrests and kills priests, demolishes churches and monasteries, and relentlessly



fights the faith. This leader thought he would have fun embarrassing a “stupid”
priest. Father Arseny hesitated to answer. He did not want to engage in the
debate, especially since he had not engaged in such debates before. But, under
pressure, he made the sign of the cross and began a detailed explanation, the
conclusion of which was that the roots of atheism and hostility toward the
Church were planted by the Russians’ own hands because of “the bad examples
demonstrated by the intellectuals, the nobility, merchants and government
employees. Yet we, the clergy, were the worst of all.” He concluded by saying:
“I cannot point the finger at our authorities because the seeds of disbelief have
fallen into the soil that we ourselves have prepared. We ourselves are guilty,
too. We are only reaping what we sow.” In prison, Father Arseny suffered a
great deal of persecution and paid a high price for his disposition. He presented
an honest example of non-violence in the face of the terrible suffering he and
his people were experiencing. Moreover, he offered a deep analysis of the
reasons that led to their suffering. Our Orthodox spiritual teaching speaks of
“self-blame,” which is based on discovering one’s personal role in
transgressions or mistakes, rather than blaming others. We can also call this
“self-criticism,” which we rarely find in our circles. We tend to blame and
criticize others while considering ourselves “innocent of the blood of this just
man.” A person does not mature at any level, nor do institutions advance and
develop, unless they continuously follow the principle of frequent self-criticism
or self evaluation. 1 On a personal level, if we’re not convinced that we have
our share of flaws, and if we don’t examine and monitor them closely, then how
can we get rid of them? Why do we have the right to see other peoples’ faults
and slam them when we are full of the same faults? How applicable is the
following gospel verse to our reality: “Why do you look at the speck in your
brother’s eye and do not care about the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite,
take the plank out of your own eye first, so that you can see clearly and remove
the speck from your brother’s eye” (Matthew 7:3, 5). The true believer
criticizes himself first, then denounces the wrong actions of other people rather
than criticizing the people. In fact, we have too much experience criticizing
rather than critiquing. The difference between the two aspects is huge. Criticism
can be based on emotions, anger and complaints. It can be stained with
subjectivity and irrationality, so the dialogue becomes insulting and destructive
to the other. It can also be based on a superficial knowledge of the matter.
Criticism can lack any effort to recognize the reasons that might lead to



consequences. Thus, the discussion leads to termination of the dialogue,
causing participants to depart carrying nothing but feelings of anger, hatred and
dissatisfaction. Criticism can be a negative act because situations remain
unchanged. It can be mainly “venting” that is followed by more intense and
turbulent emotional surges. Critique, however, 1s based on calmness and a deep
analysis which investigates the inner core of matters to understand their flaws
and the reasons behind them. Critique focuses not on the person but reaching an
understanding of the mistakes he committed in order to correct them. Critique
has its own components and standards that require strict adherence. It must be
constructive and positive to lay out the foundations for evaluation and reform.
Criticism deceives people into thinking that, by directing their anger at mistakes
and blaming others for them, they absolve themselves of responsibility.
Whereas in critique, the critic can help to improve the state of decline,
regression, or corruption. If our homes were filled with piety and the fear of
God, and built on Gospel values and virtues, would they produce opportunists,
self-seekers, and the weak? If we raised our children on truth, objectivity, and
the meaning of true life, would there be any place for triviality, superficiality,
and selfishness? “Do they pick grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles?”
(Matthew 7:16). 2 We frequently encounter criticism of a variety of issues and
people, many of which might be true. Yet the important task is inquiring and
searching for causes that lead to these issues and reaching solutions to reduce
errors and rectify their consequences. Most important of all is claiming personal
responsibility for deficiencies and seeking ways to correct them. If we place
blame on others, we will remain hostage to what we despise and complain
about. Above all, ask questions and demand answers from yourself. Do not
underestimate your role, no matter how minor and insignificant you might
believe it is. You do have a part in spreading the culture of constructiveness but
start without focusing too much on cultivating results. What matters is that you
do your best. A simple and virtuous mother is incomparably better than an
educated mother who lacks virtue. Dedicated schoolteachers who love their
students produce a generation of positive students of integrity: a devout priest
who is an apostle to others and changes their lives; a polite and ethical worker
who contributes to building trust among members of society; a humble and
patient intellectual who opens closed minds. God has given you one or more
talents to advance and increase rather than wasting your time gossiping about
others while remaining empty and trivial.
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- ANNUAL
HANKSGIVING
POTLUCK LUNCHEON

Sunday, November 23rd — Following the Divine Liturgy

Join us for our Annual Thanksgiving Potluck
Luncheon, hosted by the Ladies Auxiliary
Community. Let us come together in gratitude

to share a meal and celebrate our blessings.

Please sign-up during Coffee Hour or contact a
member of the Ladies Auxiliary to let us know
what dish you’ll bring.

Items Needed:
Cooked turkeys, hams, hashweh, salad, dessert,
yogurt, macaroni & cheese, or any favorite dish to

Thank you for your continued love
and support!

" LADIES AUXILIARY COMMUNITY



THANKSGIVING PRAYER

To be read during the Feast of Thanksgiving
By Father Alexander Schememann

Everyone who is capable of thanksgiving is capable of salvation and eternal joy.

Thank you, O Lord, for having accepted this Eucharist, which is offered to the Holy
Trinity — to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit — and which has filled
our hearts with “joy, peace, and righteousness in the Holy Spirit”.

Thank you, O Lord, for having revealed Yourself unto us and for giving us a
foretaste of Your Kingdom.

Thank you, O Lord, for having helped us to overcome all difficulties, tensions,
passions, and temptations and for having restored peace, mutual love and joy in
sharing the communion of the Holy Spirit.

Thank you, O Lord, for the sufferings You bestow upon us, for they purify us from
selfishness and remind us of “the one thing needed: Your eternal kingdom™.

Thank you, O Lord, for having given us this country where we are free to worship
You.

Thank you O Lord, for this parish, where the Name of God is proclaimed.

Thank you, O Lord, for our families: husbands, wives and especially children, who
teach us how to celebrate Your Holy Name in joy, movement and holy noise.

Thank you, O Lord, for everyone and everything. Great are You, O Lord, and
marvelous are Your works, and there are no words which are sufficient to celebrate
your miracles.

Lord, it is good to be here! Amen.

Fr. Alexander offered this prayer in a sermon on Thanksgiving Day 1983. It was his
last sermon. Two weeks later, he fell asleep in the Lord, after a long struggle with
cancer. May his memory be eternal!
The Antiochian Orthodox Church of the Redeemer wishes you a
Happy Thanksgiving!




Redeemer Hands of Hope — A New Ministry of Service

A group of ladies from the Church of the Redeemer recently volunteered to
cook for 30 guests at JW House next to Kaiser Santa Clara. The event was
beautifully organized by Eva Katwan in the name of our church and a new
charity initiative we are establishing to encourage parishioner involvement in
community service while strengthening our bonds through acts of love and
compassion.

This new ministry will be called “The Redeemer Hands of Hope.” Its
mission is to create more opportunities for our parishioners to serve others
and work together for a good purpose.

Next Sunday, November 23rd, Eva Katwan and Dima Khoury will share
more about this new initiative at the end of the Divine Liturgy and during the
Thanksgiving Luncheon.

Let us thank God for inspiring this wonderful beginning and pray that many
hearts will join in serving others through the Redeemer Hands of Hope.




# Holiday Wish Drive 13
Help bring joy to children and adults in need this Christmas!

This season, our community is coming together to make holiday wishes
come true. Please visit the Christmas Tree in the church Narthex and choose

a card to sponsor a child or adult. Each card lists a special wish you can help
fulfill.

Your generosity will make a meaningful difference and share the spirit of
Christ’s love this Christmas.
' Together, we can make the season brighter for everyone! = '




Get ready to jingle and mingle!

'%.r FORMAL
’r

hd
..
-
)—? % ("/- Enjoy a live performance by Waseem and his band,
oM.

a delicious dinner, and celebration of Christmas and
the hall grand opening

6TH DECEMBER, 2025

at 4:45pm Ribbon cutting and prayer
5 o'clock for cocktails

6 o'clock for dinner

Followed by dancing

ST. JOHN BANQUET HALL
501 Moraga Way, Orinda

Tickets $110 per adult
$40 per child(13 or younger)

Purchase by Nov.21
Rania Kashou 415.722.0774




NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DEANERY

ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS &
PARISH COUNCIL OF THE
CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER

Trwites you and your spouses to the
Annuel Christmas Dinner

$60 PER PERSON

DECEMBER 18, 2025 @ 6:30 PM

CAFE VITALE
987 FREMONT AVE. LOS ALTOS HILLS, CA 94024

RSVUP BY DEC 6TH

KH. JULIANNA YOUSSEF(CO-CHAIR FOR THE ORDER
OF ST. IGNATIUS OF THE DIOCESE)
408-375-5534, JULIANNASDS@GMAIL.COM
OR

OFFICEQORTHODOXREDEEMER.ORG



COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD

Sunday school is having a Community Christmas Card fundraiser. This card is used to
spread the greetings of Christ’s birth to families and friends throughout the community.
This Christmas, as you reflect your blessing and perhaps even on some of the challenges
that have helped you grow; take a minute to support the Sunday school in raising money
that will go towards Four Homes of Mercy and to the Sunday school program. By
making a donation your name will appear inside the Community Christmas Card and it will
be mailed to all members of the church. You can help donate by completing the form
attached to this letter and return it to church office by December 8, 2025.

Online Donation Link: https://orthodoxredeemer.breezechms.com/give/online

Thank you for your participation and efforts in support of the Community Christmas Card
Program!

Name

Address

Donation $10 $20 $50 Other



https://orthodoxredeemer.breezechms.com/give/online

DECORATING THE ALTAR

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas. We invite all the parishioners
to participate in decorating our Church Altar by donating Poinsettias
as a tradition for the good health or in memory of your beloved ones.
Please fill out the attached form and submit to the church office.

Online Donation Link: https://orthodoxredeemer.breezechms.com/give/online

Poinsettias for the Altar
This is my Donation to get poinsettia(s) for Christmas to decorate the Altar.

(Number) of poinsettias @ $10 each = $ (Please Print)
For the Good Health of:

In Memory of:

Given by:



https://orthodoxredeemer.breezechms.com/give/online

