Testimony of Maryam

| grew up in a country where choosing your faith was not optional, and that was always something |
struggled with.

After moving to Canada with my husband, Arvin, life became very busy and difficult. | was working almost
seven days a week, trying to adjust to a new country, culture, and language.

Every day on my way to work, | passed by this church. Many times, | stopped there, talked to God, and
cried when things felt too heavy. It became a safe place for me, a place where | felt close to Him. Often
took photos of the church and showed them to Arvin, saying, “One day, | really want to go inside.” But it
never happened — until January 19th. We decided to go inside for the first time. | remember standing at
the door and asking someone, “Can we go in?” and being warmly welcomed. During the sermon, Pastor
Callum spoke about how our lives can get “stuck” in many ways — in our emotions, habits, and even in
our relationship with Jesus. When | heard that, it really touched my heart. | had been praying to God many
times, asking Him to help me and show me a way forward. But deep inside, | still felt stuck. | couldn’t stop
crying; it felt like God was speaking directly to me.

After the service, we met kind people like Maria, Pastor Lee, and Pastor Doris. On the way home, Arvin
said, “Maryam, | want to come again. These people are so kind.”

The next week, Pastor Callum spoke about identity and told a story about Arthur Schopenhauer asking,
“Who am 1?” Then he said, “The Bible answers this question like this: | am loved by God, therefore | am.”

That sentence truly spoke to me. | had been losing confidence and feeling unseen, but it reminded me
that even if nobody else notices me, God does — and He loves me deeply. In that moment, It felt like God
was speaking to me through Pastor Callum.

After that, we joined the Alpha course and started learning more about Christianity. During one Alpha
session, there was a picture of Jesus standing at a door, knocking — but the door had no handle on the
outside. It meant that only we can open it from the inside. That image stayed with me for a long time. For
me, it was a very personal moment — it felt like Jesus was gently asking for my permission to come into
my heart. | had never experienced that kind of freedom before — the freedom to choose, to open the door
myself.

In another session, | learned about forgiveness. It said: “If God forgives you, why shouldn’t you forgive
yourself?”l understand that God’s love is not about rules or fear — it's about grace, forgiveness, and
peace.As the Bible says in 1 John 4:18, “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear.” It wasn’t
one single moment; it was a journey. The biggest lesson I've learned is to trust God’s plan. When you
have faith, fear slowly disappears and peace comes instead. I've also realized that sometimes God
speaks to us through people — and everyone we’ve met here, even those who simply smiled at us, has
been a reflection of that love. I'm deeply thankful for this community that has helped us grow and feel at
home. | know this is just the beginning of our journey, and | hope we can continue to learn, grow, and help
make the world a kinder place together.
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Testimony Of Arvin

| was born in Iran. From a young age, | was very curious and | loved reading. Because my parents

were registered as Muslims, | also considered myself a Muslim. In school, we were taught religious
practices and we were expected to follow them and even encourage others to do the same. When | asked
why we must do these things, the answer was usually, “If you don’t, God will punish you.” So | grew up
thinking that God was someone to fear, not someone to love. Because of that, | didn’'t have a real and
personal faith in Him.

Later in life, when | studied Systems Engineering, | learned about the structure and design of complex
systems. The more | studied, the more | saw the beautiful order in the world. This helped me believe in
God from my heart, not because someone told me to. | began to admire God as the Creator of a perfect
and intentional universe. But | still wondered inside: Why would God want to punish people? After we
immigrated to Canada, our first year was one of the hardest times in our lives. We were under a lot of
emotional and financial pressure. We felt alone. One day, | said, “God, | can’t do this anymore. Please
help us.”

About three months later, something happened that felt like a miracle. God opened a way for us

and helped us in away | could not explain. A few months later, out of curiosity and at my wife’s suggestion,
we visited a church. On the first day, Pastor Callum was speaking about Freedom in Christ. At that
moment, | felt something in my heart. | felt God saying to me: “Arvin, | was the one who helped you. When
you called out to Me sincerely, | guided you, even when you didn'’t realize it. And now, welcome to your
new family.”

When | started reading the Bible with interest and love, | began to feel God’s presence more and

more in my life. In difficult moments, | would say, “Lord, | know You are here, and everything is in Your
hands.” As Romans 5:5 says:

“This hope will not lead to disappointment, for we know how dearly God loves us, because He has given
us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with His love.” This gave me peace. | no longer felt anger toward people



who caused me problems. Instead, | prayed for them. Because Jesus teaches in Matthew 22:36—40:
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart... and love your neighbor as yourself.”
For me, that is faith. | have accepted Christ with my heatrt.

Christianity has been like a new birth for me. | believe that a person is born once physically, and
then is born again when they truly know themselves, discover God within, and feel His presence
in their life.
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Testimony of Ronalene

Hi, my name is Ronalene. I've been going to Trinity Baptist Church for as long as | can remember. Today,
| want to share my personal testimony about how God brought me back to Him when | felt completely lost.
During my last years of high school, | felt incredibly lonely. From the outside, everything looked fine—I
had a loving family, caring friends, a roof over my head, and food on the table. So | kept asking myself:
Why do | still feel so empty? Why is no one ever on my side?

On top of that, | was constantly anxious about the future. With graduation approaching, | felt like everything
had to be figured out. | wanted to have this control over my life because stepping into adulthood felt
terrifying.

My thoughts became overwhelming. But instead of hope, they were filled with fear and negativity.

That’'s when my faith started to shake. | began to question God’s love. If He truly loves me, why would He
let me feel this way? Why would He send me to Hell? The emptiness deepened. | felt like | had dug myself
into a dark hole, and no one could reach me. | even thought, Maybe this is what Hell feels like—complete
separation, hopelessness, and silence.



But then something changed when | reached my very lowest. In that moment of fear, | felt something—
like a light breaking through the darkness. It was gentle but strong, and | knew it wasn’t coming from me.
It was God. That moment opened my eyes to how precious life truly is. | realized | needed to change, and
more than anything, | needed help.

So that day, | prayed. | cried out to Jesus. | apologized for taking everything for granted—for not being
grateful, for trying to do everything on my own and not trusting him. | told Him | needed him and | wanted
to learn more about Him.

Now in the present, I've been growing in my relationship with Him through the Freedom in Christ series.
Lately, I've been struggling with forgiveness, especially with forgiving myself, but this series has been a
powerful step in helping me heal from past trauma and truly learn what it means to forgive.

My life has turned around. I've grown so much, and that deep emptiness has been replaced with peace.
| realized the loneliness | felt wasn’t just about people—it was about not having a relationship with Jesus.
And now that | do, | know I'm never truly alone.

One verse that continues to guide me is Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding; in all your ways

submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”— Proverbs 3:5-6(NIV)
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Testimony of Ada

Hello everyone, my name is Ada. | am deeply grateful to be here today to share my baptism testimony.
1. My Life Before Faith

Before believing in Jesus, | was an independent career woman. From childhood, | told myself, | must rely
on myself and be strong.

Along the way, | worked hard at my studies, my job, marriage, and starting my own business. | shouldered
responsibilities both inside and outside the home. Others saw me as capable, but only | knew that this
‘independence” was the helplessness of having “no one to lean on.”

The pressure kept mounting, leaving me sleepless night after night, relying on sleeping pills to drift off.
My health deteriorated steadily. | told myself: You're the pillar others lean on—you can't break down. But
when illness finally struck, | realized my strength had vanished.

Later, | decided to leave my old environment and come to Vancouver. Clean, beautiful, and quiet, | thought
a change of scenery would help me recover. But a family crisis shattered me completely. | became
depressed, lost, and began questioning life—even doubting the very virtues I'd always believed in:
kindness, honesty, loyalty, responsibility. Do these things still exist?

During that period, | lay awake all night, relying on coffee to get me through the day, feeling utterly drained.

2. How | Came to Know Jesus

At my weakest moment, it was my friends who brought me to church.

My friends Sara and James invited me to Sunday worship. Sister Sheila often stayed up late chatting with
me, even giving me a copy of Streams in the Desert and telling me | could entrust my pain to God. Pastor
Doris listened to my troubles and shared about God's strength.

| began attending church services and trying to pray. One night, in a state between sleep and wakefulness,
| saw Jesus from a Bible illustration. Clad in a white robe, He led me to the base of a towering wall.
Beneath it, countless people struggled to climb. | saw my late father among them. We spoke not a word,
only gazed deeply into each other's eyes. In that moment, | understood: Jesus knew my pain. He wanted
me to let go of my struggle, follow Him, and trust Him.

When | awoke, tears streamed down my face, yet my heart was strangely calm. | knew—Jesus had truly
come.

3. Life After Believing in the Lord

From then on, | began to pray often. In the mornings, at night, while driving, or when troubled, | would call
out to Him: “Abba Father.” He was like a friend and a father, listening to my heart. His presence restored
peace to me. Gradually, | grew less anxious and no longer feared loneliness. Where | once tried to control
everything, | have now learned to surrender. My heart grew tender and still, enabling me to face people
and situations with greater equanimity.

One day, my child remarked, “Mom, you smile more now than before.”

In that moment, | knew the Lord was truly transforming me.

| was no longer the woman bearing everything alone. | became God's daughter, learning to depend on
and submit to God.

IV. Conclusion

Today | declare before all: | choose to follow the Lord Jesus Christ for the rest of my life, trusting in Him.
Whether in prosperity or adversity, | will never depart from Him.

As Matthew 11:28 declares:

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.”

| once laboured and carried heavy burdens, but the Lord Jesus granted me rest and strength.

May my testimony show those still in darkness: True peace does not lie in our own hands, but in the Lord's
embrace.

Glory be to God. Amen.
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Testimony of Charles Qu
From Peace and Joy to a Journey of Faith

Dear brothers and sisters,
Thank you for joining me today. It is by God’s amazing grace that | can stand here and be baptized,
publicly declaring my faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Life Before Knowing Christ

In 2021, during Christmas, | was in Hangzhou, China. That night, | planned to take my daughter to a
church to celebrate Christmas. When we arrived, someone at the door greeted me and said, “Jesus loves
you.” | still remember that warm but unfamiliar feeling. However, | was told that registration was required
and that children were not allowed to enter, so we had to go home disappointed.

At that time, | didn’t really understand what Christianity was about. | only remembered that when | was a
child, my grandmother often went to church. She couldn’t read or write, but she always came home joyful.
After she started going to church, her greetings during festivals changed — she would say, “Peace and
joy.” Back then, | didn’t understand those words, but now | know that peace and joy come from God.

How | Came to Know Jesus

In 2022, my family and | came to Canada. On the seventh day after our arrival, we met Emma, who
brought us to Trinity Baptist Church. | remember very clearly — the first song we sang was “Yet Not | but
Through Christ in Me.” As we sang, tears filled my eyes. | thought of my grandmother and the peace that
the church once gave her. That day, | felt a deep sense of calm — as if God was saying to me, “My child,
welcome home.”

From then on, | began attending Bible studies with Pastor Doris every Friday, starting from New Life. Over
two years, | completed all the lessons. Under Pastor Doris’s guidance, | came to know Jesus step by
step — not just in my mind, but in my heart.

Life After Knowing Jesus

Several Bible verses have deeply touched me.

In Matthew 26:39, Jesus prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as |
will, but as you will.”

Jesus knew He was about to suffer on the cross, yet He obeyed the Father’s will. When He was crowned
with thorns and carried His cross to Golgotha, He said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing.” And finally, He said, “It is finished.”

Jesus’ obedience and forgiveness showed me what true love and faith mean. As Christians, we are also
called to carry our crosses and follow Him — the path may be full of thorns and difficulties, but it leads to
holiness and eternal life.

Learning to Love

1 Corinthians 13 teaches us:

“‘Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud... It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”

The Bible tells us to first love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and mind — and second, to love
our neighbors as ourselves. I've learned that every time | help others, | receive far more peace and joy
than what | give. So let us not hold back our love, but learn to love others as Jesus loves us.

Faith and God’s Guidance

In John 20:29, Jesus said, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

Along our journey, temptations and worries often come, but we must keep our eyes fixed on God. He will
make a way.

A few years ago, while helping my wife apply for university, we needed her high school diploma — but it
had been lost, and the school no longer existed. | prayed for God’s help, and step by step, He led me to
find an alternative solution. Through that experience, | learned again that God is always with us. He never
leaves us, and His grace is sufficient for all things.



Conclusion
Today, | stand here to declare: | am willing to follow Jesus Christ, to take up my cross, and to walk in His
will. Let us love one another with the heart of Christ, and may all we do bring glory to God.

Thank you, and may all glory be to our Lord.
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