
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 

November 23, 2025 

 
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

34 E. Orange Street 
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 

Web Site: memluth.org 
E-mail: office@memluth.org 

717-532-4614 

 
Welcoming all  

Reaching out in love 
Growing together in Christ 

Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
Reverend Godfred Effisah 

717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell) 
pastor@memluth.org 

Pastor’s office hours: Monday to Wednesday: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

 
Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to 
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things 
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one  
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!   

 

 

https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#


2  

 

Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for 
Worship, please silence your cell phone.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in 
the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, 
the King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a king should 
be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the world as 
humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door 
to paradise. 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  Phantasy on the Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy”                   - Post  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Please kneel or stand as you are able. 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we 
stray from your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of 
oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful 
promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We 
reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your 
steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have 
broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, + in Christ Jesus 
your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set 
free. Amen. 
 
Please remain standing or stand as you are able. 
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GATHERING HYMN  “Blessing and Honor”                             ELW 854  
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                                         
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE  “Glory to God”                    
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.   
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is                  
unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to 
you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this 
world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                          Jeremiah 23:1-6  
Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern                       
metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers have caused 
their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise 
up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 
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1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pas-
ture! says the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have 
scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not at-
tended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the 
Lord. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the 
lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, 
and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over 
them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dis-
mayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 5 The days are surely 
coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, 
and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be 
called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM Psalm 46                                   READ RESPONSIVELY 
1 God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3 though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields  
      with fire. 
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the  
     earth.” 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
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SECOND READING                                               Colossians 1:11-20  
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, 
and mystical Christ, the one who was present at creation and is eter-
nally reigning with God. 
 
11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his 
glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, joy-
fully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the 
power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is 
the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him 
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invis-
ible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have 
been created through him and for him. 

17
 He himself is before all things, 

and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the full-
ness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was 
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heav-
en, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David. Allelu-
ia. (Mark 11:9) 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 23rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL                                                                          Luke 23:33-43 
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messi-
ah and king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s 
life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to 
paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands. 
 
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 
[[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the 
people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his cho-
sen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him  
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sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save your-
self!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the 
Jews.” 39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding 
him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 
But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have 
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I 
tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                         
 
 
SERMON    
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us”     ELW 431 
 
 
NICENE CREED    
We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven; 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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     he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
     dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Risen Lord, ignite in our hearts a passion for prayer. Make our hearts 
yearn for your presence, helping us to seek you with all our being. In 
this Year of Prayer, teach us to pray with deep conviction, and never 
for shallow wishes, beliefs, or with a fleeting faith in you. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Prince of peace and goodness, with grateful hearts, we pray to you      
today for peace in our world. You offer us your peace continually and 
constantly remind us that peacemakers are blessed. May your voice 
resound in the hearts of all, as you call us to follow the path of reconcil-
iation and peace, and to be merciful as you are merciful. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to 
share the good news of healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody 
the beloved community in ways that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, wea-
ry in body or spirit, or sick (especially). Comfort all in need of your ten-
der care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We give thanks for all who have died in faith (especially). May we 
remember them faithfully until we are gathered with you in the paradise 
you promise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace 
and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
BELL CHOIR OFFERTORY  “Rejoice the Lord Is King”        - S. Eithun  
 
 
The Ushers will collect the offering. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE   
     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      ELW 884 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
 

MEAL 
 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, 
promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise 
through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance 
of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ 
our Savior, now and forever. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE FOR CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY  
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and                    
everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal 
God. For you anointed your Only Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
with the oil of gladness as eternal Priest and King of all creation, so 
that, by offering himself on the altar of the Cross as a spotless sacrifice 
to bring us peace, he might accomplish the mysteries of human              
redemption and, making all created things subject to his rule, he might 
present to the immensity of your majesty an eternal and universal     
kingdom, a kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace, 
a kingdom of justice, love and peace. And so, with all the Angels and 
Archangels, with Thrones and Dominions, and with all the hosts and 
Power of    heaven, we sing the hymn of your glory,  we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn. 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Abiding God, you are our dwelling place in every generation. You sent 
your spirit of wisdom to rest upon Joshua and blessed him through the 
hands of Moses to continue the story of your mighty works. You sent 
Jesus as the new Joshua, our savior and the pioneer of our hope. As 
we remember our Lord’s saving mercies, send down your Holy Spirit to 
continue in and through us your story of salvation, and sanctify this 
bread and cup to be for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
My Lord and my God 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all                 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. My Lord and my God 
 

Embracing God, you invite us to love you by loving our neighbors. 
Open wide every heart to the way of your commandments. Make your 
church a living body of your gospel, written into one shared life. Fill 
your children with the zeal of the prophets. Show your people how to 
love their neighbors not only in word but in action. Pour your transform-
ing Spirit upon any whose most difficult struggle is learning to love 
themselves. Reveal yourself in the face of friend and stranger, until that  
day when your world shall see you face to face; when, by the fullness 
of your grace, we come to share in your lasting glory, one God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;   
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD                                                                        page 191 

 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food 
that does not perish, a taste of life eternal. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving  
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  “Jesus Remember Me”                  Senior Choir                
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray together. 
God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us 
with the bread of heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened 
by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your 
good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love 
and serve in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
BLESSING 
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, 
and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity 
bless you + and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and  
forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN  “Crown Him with Many Crowns”                 ELW 855 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
POSTLUDE  “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”                            - Behnke  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission  
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004243. New Revised 
Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Com-
mon Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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Clement, Bishop of Rome, died around 100 - Clement was the third 
bishop of Rome. He is best remembered for a letter he wrote to the 
congregation in Corinth, still struggling with the same problems that led 
to Paul's letters to them. As did Paul, he focused on the need for love 
among Christians. 
 
Miguel Agustín Pro, martyr, died 1927 - Pro grew up in a time when 
the Mexican revolutionaries accused the church of siding with the 
wealthy. He became a Jesuit priest, and worked on behalf of the poor 
and homeless. Falsely accused of throwing a bomb at a government 
official, he was executed, but not before crying out "Long live Christ the 
King!" 
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