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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  

You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 

 
How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 
We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 
How to financially support us 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 
A note on Communion Wafers 

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerant to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment in 

the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a king 

should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the world as humiliating defeat. Yet 

through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to paradise 

 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. 

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Most merciful God, A: you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray 

from your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace 
the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the 
earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast 
love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, 
and bring us to new life. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “At the Name of Jesus Near”                           (ELW 416) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  
 

KYRIE 
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Hymn OF PRAISE  
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*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you!      A: And also with you  

P: Let us pray: O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending 

joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide 

with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. A: Amen. 
 

Word 
First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Kings in the ancient Middle East were often referred to as the shepherds of their nation and 

their people. This is one of many passages in which God reaffirms the promise to David, that 

his descendants would continue as kings of the Jews forever, a promise which is echoed in 

seeming ridicule in today’s Gospel. 
 

 1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 

the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 

who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them 

away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, 

says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands 

where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 

fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and 

they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 
 

  5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous 

Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. 

And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”     

                               L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm: “Blessed Be the God of Israel”                   (ELW 250) 

This is the song sung at the birth of John the Baptist by his father. John is to be the forerunner 

of the figure who is described in language which echoes that at the end of the first reading. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Second Reading: Colossians 1:11-20 
This paean to the cosmic power of Christ sets him above all earthly rulers. 
 

11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so 

that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who 

has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued 

us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved 

Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
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  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all 

things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones 

or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for 

him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the 

head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that 

he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was 

pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.                   

                   L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

*Gospel Reading:  Luke 23:33-43 
Crucifixion was kept by the Romans for the offenders who, for some reason, needed to be 

most obviously dishonored. And because hanging on a tree was a sign of being cursed by God 

(Deuteronomy 21:22–23) it was scandalous to the Jews as well. And yet on the cross, Jesus 

shows the sort of king he is. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twenty third chapter.   
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, 

for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his 

clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He 

saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The 
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soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you 

are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is 

the King of the Jews.” 

  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you 

not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you 

not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we 

indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, 

but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 

come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

paradise.”                   P: The gospel of the Lord.  A: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

*Hymn Of the Day “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”                      (ELW 344) 
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*Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.  
 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are 

in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
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L: We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to share the good 

news of healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody the beloved community in ways 

that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit as your servants Justus Falckner, Jehu Jones, and 

William Passavant did. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve and 

renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. Guide all who tend flocks or 

care for creatures of all kinds. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public safety. Support 

equity across the globe, and heal division with accountability and truth. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in body or 

spirit, or sick (especially). Comfort all in need of your tender care. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and sacrament. 

Bring us into authentic community where all ages are valued and experience God’s 

faithfulness together. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: We give thanks for all who have died in faith especially Bishop Clement and Father 

Miguel Agustín Pro. May we remember them faithfully until we are gathered with you in 

the paradise you promise. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding 

love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
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Meal 
Offering 
 
 

Musical Offering 
 
 

*Offertory: “Lift Up Your Heads”                          (ACS 1032) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to 

fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish 

us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ 

our Savior, now and forever. A: Amen. 

 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

* DIALOGUE 
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*PROPER PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who, enthroned forever at your right hand, intercedes for us as 

our great high priest. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 

archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

*Sanctus  

 

 

 

 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,  

our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge: 
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we appeal to you for we and your universe are 

surrounded by evil and bordered by death. 

We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace 

and promised an end to injustice, hunger, and harm. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his life and death 

and the victory of his resurrection, 

we await with all the saints the advent of 

his loving redemption for our suffering world. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine 

and on all who share in the body and blood of your Son: 

teach us your mercy and justice, 

and make all things new in Christ. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  A: Amen 
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*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not 

perish, a taste of life eternal. 
 

*Lamb of God  

 

 

 
Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.  
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Communion Hymn: “Beautiful Savior”                             (ELW 838) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen 
 

*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 
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*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the 

bread of heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your 

Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden 

us to love and serve in Christ’s name. A: Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

*Sending of communion 
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.    A: Amen. 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  

 

*Charge to the People 
 

*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
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*Sending hymn: “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”                                   (LBW 38) 

 

 

 

 
 

*Dismissal  
L: Go in peace. Keep awake.  
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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Serving Today 
Presiding Minister...……………………………………… Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…… Art Reede 

Musician..……………………………………………............. Jacob Heller 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..… Karen Magnuson 

Reader…………………………………………………………… Ann Reede 
  

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where 

we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings 

who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home. 

Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com  
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