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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer
Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY ¢ NOVEMBER 23, 2025

Reverent Reflection

Prelude

Welcome

Church Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P.

C.

P.

C.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4- one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us.
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 4 Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: Come Ye Thankful People Come (#693)

Apostolic Greeting

P.

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie p.147

P.

TN TN

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.



C. Lord, have mercy.

P. For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C. Lord, have mercy.

P. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C. Amen.

Canticle p. 149

P. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

C. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray:

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we
give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your
divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Word

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. > Therefore thus says the
Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my
flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So | will attend to you for your evil
doings, says the Lord. 3Then | myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where | have driven
them, and | will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. *1 will raise up shepherds
over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing,
says the Lord.

>The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as
king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. ¢ In his days Judah will be saved and
Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 46

Response: “l will be exalted among the nations.”

' God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains shake in the
depths of the sea;

3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.



“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High.
>God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day.

6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away. R

"The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

¢ Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
°behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and
burns the shields with fire.

10“Be still, then, and know that | am God; | will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in

the earth.”

""The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. R

Second Reading: Colossians 1:11-20

""May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be
prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 2 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. '* He has rescued us from the power of darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, '*in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
>He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; ' for in him all things in heaven and on
earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all
things have been created through him and for him. '” He himself is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. '® He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so
that he might come to have first place in everything. ' For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, ?° and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
by making peace through the blood of his cross.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p. 151
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 23:33-43
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his
right and one on his left. 3* [Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing."]
And they cast lots to divide his clothing. ** And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him,
saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!”*¢The soldiers also
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, *” and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourselfl” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

3 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save
yourself and us!”“° But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? *' And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we
deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.”#*Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom.” ** He replied, “Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Children’s Sermon



Anthem

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the bodly,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to share the good news of healing and
restoration. Inspire us to embody the beloved community in ways that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great..

We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve and renew your coastlines,
deep seas, forests, and grasslands. Guide all who tend flocks or care for creatures of all kinds.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public safety. Support equity across the
globe, and heal division with accountability and truth.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in body or spirit, or sick (especially).
Comfort all in need of your tender care.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and sacrament. Bring us into authentic
community where all ages are valued and experience God'’s faithfulness together.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for peace throughout the world: in our nation, Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Sudan, and all war-torn areas.
We pray for our military and their families.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for all who have died in faith (especially). May we remember them faithfully until we are
gathered with you in the paradise you promise.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
Offering

Great Thanksgiving p. 152

P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C. Itis right to give our thanks and praise.



Preface p.153

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. p. 153

Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Communion p. 154

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Communion Hymns: What A Friend We Have In Jesus (#742)
Blessed Assurance (#638)
Let Us Break Bread Together (#471)

Prayer after Communion

Blessing

Sending Hymn: Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing (#545)
Dismissal

Postlude

ALTAR FLOWERS DEDICATION FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23RP
In memory of those joining our Thanksgiving tables in our hearts by Cathy Torbik.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday 9:30 am
10:30 am
10:45 am
11:15am
11:30 am
Wednesday 7:00 pm
Thursday 7:00 pm
Ongoing
Tuesday, December 2nd 7:00 pm
Saturday, December 6th 10:00 am to 12:30 pm
Saturday, December 6th 1:00 pm
Monday, December 8th 7:00 pm
Wednesday, December 10th 2:00 pm
Saturday, December 13th 11:30 am
Friday, December 19th 6:00 pm
Sunday, December 21st Following Coffee Hour
Monday, December 22nd 7:00 pm
Wednesday, December 24th 3:00 pm
Wednesday, December 24th  7:30 pm & 10:00 pm

Sunday Morning Worship Service
Band Rehearsal

Sunday School/CIA

Youth Chime/Vocal Choir

Bell Choir (every other Sunday)
Band Rehearsal

Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Shelf Stable Milk Collection
Diaper Collection for Pantry, Holy Communion, Berlin

Bible Study in the Parish House

St. John’s Lutheran Church Santa’s Brunch
St. John's Annual Christmas Concert

Council Meeting in the Parish House
Christmas Tea in the Parish House Tea Room
Community Luncheon in the Ed. Building
Christmas Cookie Baking in the Ed. Building
Christmas Caroling

Blue Christmas Service in the Sanctuary
Jesus, Jammies and Joy Christmas Eve Celebration
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Please note: All activities, dates and times are subject to change.

PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following in your prayers for healing:

Jen Bailey Tracey Drew Eunice Knopp Erica Polito George Van Wagner
Krystal Booras Karen Campbell-Erickson  Naveen Kumar Tracey Reagle Beverly Warming
Michael Botti Indie Fisher Donna Leek Samantha Reed Mary Weltzin
Brian Byrnes Rhea Fryor Rebecca Livingston Kimberly Rickert Mary White
Randy Cantoral Bob Garner Tim McCarthy Ashley Rosser Helen Yezusko
Janet Cappuccio Angela Guedes Joanne McVelli Dorcas Schellhas Bob Zielsdorf
Sandra DeRitis Stan Harmer Melanie Miles Finn Schureman

Barbara Doelling Valerie Hoffmann Kent Montford Frank Siderio lll

Helen Dominic Ed Kagen Sue Murphy Eric Sprengel

Frank Donovan Tracey Kelly Bill Murray Bill Todt

Marie Lentine Douglas Carl Knopp Renate Murray George Vaneman, Sr.

Please notify the office if you want to add or remove a person from this list.

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION

Altar Flowers are available for dedication for $30. Please fill out the envelope located in the pew rack at least one
week before you wish to dedicate the flowers. The card may be placed in the offering plate or left in the office.
Please be sure to note the date on the white board in the Narthex. Please see Pat Reed to make payment.

WORSHIP BULLETIN DEDICATION

The cost ($23) of the Weekly Worship Bulletin to fully cover the cost of paper and printing is donated by
Henry and Marie Fickenscher in memory of their loved ones.

This Worship Bulletin is printed on paper that is made with renewable resources
from third-party certified, sustainably managed forests.

Please place any Worship Bulletins to be discarded in the recycle bin in the narthex.




Tuesday, December 2"

oL quit
ok
U at 7:00 pm
in the Parish House

SANTA'S  ioooam-12zorm i
BRUNGCH 52000 mnomsssmww

Come to eat brunch and leave with a picture of Santa,
a homemade craft and a Christmas gift!

$5 per family (5 person max) Immediately following the brunch please join us for our
L $1 charge for each additional person per family. Christmas Music Festival in the Church.

\

J

. | : ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
ﬂ Saturday, December 6 « 1:00 pm
All Are Welcome!

Church Monday
ouncil December 8th

= 7:00 pm
Meetlng in the Parish House

We are accepting donations of
Shelf Stable Milk for Our Lady of Peace Food Bank.

Donations in the form of cash or check will also be welcome.

Py

BABY DIAPERS oy

(especially larger sizes) oo == Pampers
- m

HOLY COMMUNION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF BERLIN BABY PANTRY NEED

Collection will take place
in the Narthex.

Please note: All activities, dates and times are subject to change.
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Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 Al the world is God’s own field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi-nal har- vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.

wheat and tares

Gath - er then

from his field shall

to - geth - er sown,
in  that day
thy peo - ple in,

un - to joy or SOr - TOW grown.
all of-fens-es purge a - way;
free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to be sup-plied.

First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for - ev - er pu - ri - fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har- vest home.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: George]J. Elvey, 1816-1893

T

Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.
but the fruit - ful ears to store in  his gar-ner ev - er- more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!
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ST. GEORGE'S, WINDSOR
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus,
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions?
3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en,

=

all
Is there trou-ble
cum-bered with a

our sins and griefs to bear!

an - y-where?
load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - 'ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis-cour - aged— take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-less pain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rows share?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our

In his arms he’ll take and shield you;

- .

ev - 'ty weak - ness— take it
you will find a

to the Lord in prayer.

so - lace there.
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Text:Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918

CONVERSE
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638 Blessed

Assurance
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3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; 1

e RS

1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;

in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech-oes of mer-cy,
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washed in his blood.
whis-pers of love.

watch-ing and wait- ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness, lost in his love.

all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 ASSURANCE
Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

910 99 and refrain



Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let wus break bread to - geth-er on our knees
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: African American spiritual

BREAK BREAD TOGETHER
10 10 and refrain
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Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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1 Lord, dis - miss us
2 Thankswe give and
3 Sav - lor,

when your love shall call

_6_

with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;

ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.

us

from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in  end-less day.
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SAVE TIME.. . no need for checks or envelopes

ELCA-Endorsed Tithe.ly giving platform enables you to tithe online or using the app.

« From your checking account or using your debit/credit card

« One-time donation or set up for recurring giving

« Designate specific ministry for your donation

« Scan the QR code to get started

- For assistance or questions, contact Tom Schofield or Henry Fickenscher

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

1002 S. Main Street Williamstown, NJ 08094
Phone Number: 1-856-875-8742 . Email: stjohnslutheran1002@yahoo.com
Website: www.stjohnselc1002.org

ST. JOHN’S STAFF
Pastor: The Rev. Tammy Harmer Music Director/Choirmaster: Janice Smith
Deacons: Betsey Eley/Ken Weaver Instrumental Music Director: Ken Weaver
Administrative Coordinator: Pat Reed Sexton: Betsey Eley
Treasurer: Henry Fickenscher Webmaster: Tom Schofield

Head Usher: Ted Adams Publications Director: Marie Fickenscher




