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CALL TO WORSHIP            Bill Pim
How shall we prepare this house for the birth of Jesus?
With branches of cedar, the tree of excellence and strength.
How shall we prepare this house for the eternal Christ?
With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever living, ever green.
How shall we prepare this house for the prophet of Galilee?
With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling of his passion, death, and resurrection.
How shall we prepare our hearts for this revelation of God?
By hearing again, the words of the prophets and the promises of God.
For in the story of Jesus we see revealed the transforming power of God.
We are reminded anew of God’s vision of wholeness, justice, and peace for all creation.
Thanks be to God.

People, Look East – ELW 248, verses 1 and 4

Gathering Prayer                      BILL PIM
Let us pray, we long for the simple beauty of Christmas – for familiar melodies, words, and symbols that remind us of the great miracle when God who make all things came as a baby to love among us.  In our celebrations of Advent and Christmas, let us long most of all for your renewed presence in our midst.
We follow the shepherds and magi to bring you the gift of our love – a love that we confess has not always been as faithful as it should have been.  Now, as we enter into this Advent Season, we pray that our love would find you Lord as we give thanks for the gift of your eternal grace in Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Meaning of the Service                Cindy Gardner
Today, on Christ the King Sunday, we celebrate the end of the church year and the beginning of a new year in the season of Advent. During Advent, we prepare ourselves for the coming of our Messiah. We celebrate these days of Advent in expectation and preparation for Christ’s arrival.
Through the centuries, Christians have observed a time of waiting and expectation before celebrating the birth of the Savior at Christmas.  The Advent season is a time for reflection and preparation, but its mood is joyful.
During Advent we proclaim the revelation of God’s love as expressed in Christ’s birth in a humble stable, his sacrificial death on the cross, and his victorious resurrection! Advent points to the hope of Christ’s coming again as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Advent makes innkeepers out of all of us, asking each of us to make room for the arrival of Christ the King.  Let
Us, today, prepare room for Jesus in our hearts, our lives, and our homes!
O Come, All Ye Faithful – ELW 283, verses 1 and 3
Lessons of Christmas                            Linda Fowler
In the scripture lessons that teach us of Jesus’ birth we learn that Jesus was born into a world of discrimination, violence, poverty, and oppression.  It was a world ruled over by an empire who used fear and violence to maintain control.  Jesus Christ was sent into this world as the Prince of Peace to bring an end to fear and violence.  At Christmas time we are taught to follow in the example of Jesus by bringing peace and compassion to all people.
Let us, through the great traditions of our faith, join with the shepherds of Bethlehem, the magi from the east, and people of faith throughout the ages,
to welcome the one who came at Christmas, the Prince of Peace.  Let us at Christmas bring our gifts to Christ and may the message of our songs be
“Glory to the newborn king; peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing – ELW 270, verses 1 and 3

The Sanctuary Evergreens                       Sue Kraft
One of the most striking preparations for Christmas is the use of evergreens in churches and homes.  Among the ancient Romans evergreens were symbols of peace, joy, and victory. Many early Christians placed them in their windows to show that Christ had entered their homes.  Holly and ivy, along with pine and fir are called ever-alive, even in the midst of winter.  They symbolize the unchanging nature of our God, and they remind us of the everlasting life that is ours through Christ Jesus.  Our ancestors called the procuring of these evergreens, “Bringing home Christmas!”

O Holy Night!  - Blue Hymnal 285, verse 1
During the song, greens are brought forward.

The Christmas Tree                                     Candy Barkan
For many people the Christmas tree is the center of our family celebrations.  Glittering with lights and ornaments, the beauty of the Christmas tree warms our hearts.  There are several legends and stories about the Christmas tree.

Legend has it that Martin Luther was the first to use a lighted tree.  The story is told that on one Christmas Eve, Martin Luther wandered outdoors
and became enraptured with the beauty of the starry sky.  Its brilliance and loveliness led him to reflect on the glory of the first Christmas Eve as seen in Bethlehem’s radiant skies.  Wishing to share with his wife and children the enchantment he had felt, he cut from the forest an evergreen tree, glistening with snow, and took it home.  He placed upon it candles to represent the glorious heavens he had seen.  The use of a candle-lighted tree spread across Europe, then the United States came to regard it as the central ornament of Christmas. As we sing our next song, I invite you to take a Chrismon and hang it on one of the trees.

Silent Night, Holy Night – ELW 281, verses 1 and 3
All are invited to come forward to hang a Chrismon on the trees.

The Christmas Poinsettia                         Amy Popovich
Most Christmas greenery reflects European traditions; but one colorful plant,
which looks like a flaming star, the poinsettia, is a native to the Americans.
It was named after Dr. Joel Robert Poinset, and Ambassador to Mexico who first introduced it to the United States in 1828.  The people of Mexico and Central America call the brilliant tropical plant the “The Flower of the Holy Night.”  The Poinsettia is a many-pointed star that has become a symbol of the Star of Bethlehem.

O Little Town of Bethlehem – ELW 279, verses 1 and 4
Poinsettias are brought to the front of the church.

Offering -     Worship Assistant
The Monthly Mission for the month of November is “Mountain Vision”.  Let us give to God what He has first given us.

Offering music by Jared

Offering         “ Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”       ELW 184
One License A-700000
To be sung while the offering is being returned to the Altar.
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer.  Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

The Paraments and Advent Colors               Terri Paulus
The arts have always been an important way for people to learn about faith. Through music people express their faith.  Through the visual arts of murals and stained-glass people learn the stories and symbols of faith.  Through the seasonal colors and altar paraments people learn the significance of the seasons of the church year.

In the early days of Christian worship, Advent and Christmas were seen as somber seasons, much like we see Lent. Purple fabrics were used to speak of Christ’s Kingship, but the mood was somber.

As Christians began to share their celebration of Christas with their non-Christian neighbors, they began to focus on the joy of Christmas. As the emphasis of Christmas began to change to one of joyful celebration the color of the season also changed to express Christ the King in a celebratory
way.  While purple is still used in some churches, many Christian churches now use blue during Advent to speak of the Kingship of Christ.  At Advent we wait with joyful anticipation and celebration for the birth of Christ, for God with us – Emmanuel.   Today, our Altar, Pulpit, Lectern, and Banner are Blue Paraments proclaiming the Kingship of Christ.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – ELW 257, verses 1 and 2

The Advent Wreath                                RJ Wonsick
Advent is a time of expectation, and this is symbolized, not only by the 
four-week period of preparation, but also by the lighting of an Advent candle in an Advent Wreath on each Sunday of the season. The flame of each new candle reminds us that something important is happening, and something more is still to come.

The candles are arranged in a circle to remind us of the continuous presence of God, which knows neither beginning nor end. The four blue candles symbolize the coming of Christ from the royal line of David.  He is coming as the King of Kings as well as the Prince of Peace.  The large white candle in the center is known as the Christ Candle, and points to Jesus as the Christ, the light of the world, who comes to bring love, light, peace, and joy.

He Came Down – ELW 253, verses 1 through 4
The Advent Wreath is brought out and the candles are placed in it.  The first candle will be lit next Sunday, the first Sunday of Advent.

The Nativity                                   Jeff Kish
The Christmas decoration that most clearly tells the story of Christmas is the Nativity.  Our Nativity gathers a diverse group of shepherds, angels, magi, animals, and a young family.  It shows how God reached out to all of creation in the birth of Jesus Christ. Whenever we see a Nativity, we find ourselves with Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and the magi; bowing before the manger, overwhelmed by God’s expression of love in coming to us.  Today we display a stable in our sanctuary.

Away in a Manger – ELW 277, verses 1 and 2
The stable of the Nativity is brought forward.
  
The Gifts of Christmas                 Karen Wonsick           
Starting with the gifts of the magi, gift giving has been an important Christmas tradition.  Today, our most well-known gift giver is Santa Claus.
The story of Santa is based on a real person. Saint Nicholas was the Bishop of Myra, a city in modern day Turkey, in the fourth century.  While we don’t know a lot about who Saint Nicholas really was, there is one story that has followed him throughout history.

Sanit Nicholas is believed to have come from a wealthy family but his faith in Jesus taught him that he should share his wealth with those in need. So,
When Nicholas discovered a family with three daughters who did not have enough money to survive, he knew he had to help.  Three nights in a row, Saint Nicholas secretly gave a gift of gold to the family to save their daughters from poverty.  Their father stayed up late one night to discover who was giving these secret presents and when he discovered who it was, Nicholas told him not to tell anyone.  Saint Nicholas had given the gifts not because he wanted to be thanked or praised but because his faith in Jesus told him it was the right thing to do.  Over time, this story about the generosity of Saint Nicholas has morphed into the legend of Santa Claus.

What Child Is This – ELW 296, verses 1 and 3
All are invited to bring up gifts to place under the trees.

Christmas Caroling                              Jared Goldinger
The origin of caroling as a part of the Christmas celebration is unknown.  Several countries have claimed to be the birthplace of the custom.  From the first, music of some kind was a part of the church festivals in honor of the birth of Jesus. We know that caroling existed in Germany in the 15th century because Martin Luther wrote that when Christmas was celebrated, he went with others from house to house and village to village singing popular Christmas carols.  We can safely assume that caroling was first done by the Choir of Angels who sang, “Glory to God in the Highest and on earth peace and goodwill to all people.”

Angels We Have Heard on High – ELW 289, verse 1

The Greatest Gift of Christmas              Jim Barkan
While all the traditions of Christmas may warm our hearts and bring us joy,
There is nothing that compares to the gift of Jesus Christ!  The greatest gift of Christmas is the gift of God in Christ Jesus.  All that we do at this holy season points to that expression of holy love.  Christ came as a baby in Bethlehem, God’s gift at Christmas.  As Christians we seek to pass on our heritage to our children and to all of God’s children. It is through the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives that the gift of the grace of God found in Christ Jesus is shared.

Hymnology Story     “Joy To The World”        Bill Pim

Joy to the World – ELW 267, verses 1 and 4

Sending Prayer                        Worship Assistant
O God, you came to us as a human child in your Son Jesus Christ in order to reveal to us your compassion and grace. God, help us to receive this great gift of love in humility and joy. This Christmas let us share the love that we find in you with all peoples.  Following in the example of our Prince of Peace guide us to be people of peace throughout the world. Amen.

Blessing                                   Bill Pim
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen.

Go Tell it on the Mountain – ELW 290, verses 1 and 3

Dismissal     Worship Assistant
Go in peace and prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God.











